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No promise of a ‘quick fix’ as experts to be brought in 

M5 CONGESTION 
PROBE TO START 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


HIGHWAYS experts are to in¬ 
vestigate how congestion can 
be eased at the busy rounda¬ 
bout at Junction 1 of the M5 in 
West Bromwich. 

Bosses at Sandwell Council said 
they recognised action was needed 
over the notoriously busy area but 
that any scheme would be ‘extremely 
complex and challenging’. 

Work to help solve the congestion issue at the 
busy roundabout has been mooted for years. 

Sandwell’s highways team revealed that sev¬ 
eral options were being looked at but that plan¬ 
ning was in its early stages. 

There had been a suggestion highways bosses 
were considering building a new flyover but 
Sandwell Council bosses said that was not cur¬ 
rently in their thinking. 

Although experts said they were assessing op¬ 
tions for the roundabout and motorway entry, 
they warned a quick fix was unlikely, meaning 
the thousands of drivers who use the busy area 
every day can expect congestion to continue for 
a while to come. 

Development 

Andy Miller, Sandwell Council’s strategic 
policy manager for planning and transport, 
said: “We acknowledge the need to improve 
Junction 1 of the M5, both to deal with existing 
congestion and to accommodate future devel¬ 
opment across the borough. However, there are 
no current plans for a flyover. 

“The council will, in partnership with High¬ 
ways England, be looking at what form of im¬ 
provement may be feasible both technically and 
financially. Any future scheme at this junction 
will be extremely complex and challenging and 
will need to be very carefully considered.” 

West Bromwich councillor Bawa Dhallu said 
it was recognised by most officials in Sandwell 
that a solution was needed. 

He said: “Something needs to be done. I have 
been calling for something to happen there for 
years. As for what exactly should be done, I’m 
not sure, that’s for highways to decide.” 

Meanwhile, motorists travelling along the M6 
from the Black Country to Birmingham face 
more than six months of disruption as £4.2 mil¬ 
lion bridge repairs are carried out. Speed lim¬ 
its have now been restricted to 40mph on the 
southbound carriageway between junction 7 for 
Great Barr and 8 for the M5 and the stretch has 
also been reduced to two narrow lanes. 

Concrete repairs are being carried out to 
the motorway bridges which carry the traffic 
over the Rushall canal as well as the M5 to M6 
southbound link road. 


SECONDS OUT FOR WAYNE WITH CHARITY FIGHT 



Joint owners, from left, Les Byfield, of Netherton, Wayne Scott-Fox, of Tipton and Lee Jeavons, of Cradley, at Golden Gloves School of Boxing 


A FANATIC fundraiser is once again gearing 
up to raise money for charity as he prepares 
to enter the boxing ring for Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Support. 

Two years ago, Wayne Scott-Fox, aged 35, 
from Tipton, started fundraising for different 
causes. 

One of his challenges involved learning to 
box and he raised more than £2,000 for ward 
15 of Birmingham Children’s Hospital, going 
on to dye his hair blue for a boy suffering 
with cerebral palsy and raised £1,224 for his 
family to take him on his first ever holiday. 


Turning his attention to the homelessness in 
Wolverhampton, Wayne handed out blankets, 
boots and warm clothing during the winter 
period and only two weeks ago fought in aid of 
Sedgley’s Rosie Byrne, who has lymphoblastic 
leukaemia, making £1,600 . 

Now along with professional boxer Les By¬ 
field and white collar fighter Lee Jeavons, his 
next project will take place on August 27, at 
The Arena on Hagley Road in Stourbridge, 
where he will be boxing for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Wayne, owner of not-for-profit gym 
Golden Gloves School of Boxing & Fitness in 


Cradley, said: “This is an event that is very 
close to my heart. My mother died of cancer, 
so it’s something I’ve always looked to raise 
money and awareness for.” 

Wayne started fundraising when he was 
inspired by Kelli Smith, then aged five, who 
needed to go to America to have treatment for 
neuroblastic leukaemia. 

Wayne was particularly moved as Kelli’s 
father Tom Attwater had terminal brain can¬ 
cer. Tickets are £20 for the event, with ring¬ 
side Tables £350. Entry is at 6pm, with the 
fights starting at 7pm. 


POLITICS 

Force underfire by 
MP for flashy cars 

JOHN Spellar has slammed the Metro¬ 
politan Police for splashing out nearly 
£800,000 on flashy foreign cars for its 
top brass. The fleet of vehicles includes 
six Audis, six BMWs and a Mercedes, 
according to figures from a Freedom of 
Information request. Three Land Rover 
Freelanders have also been bought and 
are available with a driver for the use of the 
Met’s 23 chief officers. 

Warley MP Mr Spellar, said: “It makes 
you laugh when Boris Johnson is going 
around saying that Britain can stand on its 
own and yet the Metropolitan Police are 
buying so many German vehicles.” 

MEDICAL 

Siemens deal is 
rubber-stamped 

HOSPITAL chiefs in Sandwell have 
rubber-stamped a partnership with 
Siemens Healthcare in a bid to revolu¬ 
tionise sen/ices ahead of the opening 
of a new super-hospital. 

Work on the Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital, which will open in Smethwick 
in October 2018, is well under way. 

Trust chiefs have made the move 
to optimise medical imaging services. 
Consultant radiologist Dr Jonathan 
Benham said: “It is essential the imag¬ 
ing department is equipped with the 
right technology to meet our needs.”” 

MOTORING 

Untaxed cars are 
seized by council 

MORE untaxed cars were seized in 
Sandwell as council bosses continued 
their crackdown. 

Cars were towed away in Railway Street, 
West Bromwich, and Surrey Crescent, 
Wednesbury. 

It comes after it was revealed 222 cars 
out of 463 seized in the Black Country dur¬ 
ing the last 12 months were in Sandwell 
alone. 

Sandwell Council has warned aban¬ 
doned cars - those that have been left at 
the side of the road for a long period of 
time and are not taxed - will be seized. 
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Firefighters battle blaze at city factory 



The blaze, picture by @Guigsy 


NEARLY 30 firefighters battled a major 
blaze at a disused factory near Birming¬ 
ham city centre. 

Smoke was pouring into the city cen¬ 
tre sky after the ‘severe blaze’ broke out 
at the derelict factory on Barr Street in 
Hockley. No-one was reported injured 
and the cause of the first-floor fire is 
not yet known. Fire crews were called 
at around 3.45pm last Thursday and 
soon advised people to avoid the area. 
Police and ambulance crews are also at 
the scene. 

West Midlands Fire Service said they 
used six pumps and one aerial platform 


to tackle the flames and described the 
building as a ‘traditional brick built con¬ 
struction’ measuring 15 by 40 metres. 

They posted on Twitter: “We have six 
engines at a large fire involving a dere¬ 
lict factory on Barr Street in Hockley. 
Please avoid the area if possible. 

“One of our hydraulic platforms is as¬ 
sisting crews at the scene of the derelict 
factory fire on Barr Street.” 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
confirmed their hazardous area re¬ 
sponse team was at Barr Street along 
with a paramedic area support officer. 

The fire caused Barr Street to be 


closed in both directions at the Harford 
Street junction. 

Firefighters from Smethwick Fire 
Station announced just before 5pm that 
they were making ‘good progress’. 

The Smethwick Fire Twitter account 
posted: “Good progress being made at 
factory fire in Hockley.” 

It comes after up to 80 firefighters 
battled for hours against an inferno that 
destroyed the roof of a Black Country re¬ 
cycling plant. 

Smoke billowed 100 feet into the air 
as flames ravaged the Weir Recycling 
plant in Trinity Street, Oldbury. 



Three are jailed after 
£100,000 drugs found 


THREE West Midland men have 
started jail sentences totalling 
more than 16 years after police 
seized £100,000 worth of heroin, 
cocaine and cannabis. 

The three were dealers involved in 
two separate operations. 

Philip Reid had cannabis and cocaine 
valued at more than £4,000 when police 
stopped the 23-year-old on Oldbury Ring¬ 
way during the early hours of November 3. 
He was heading to a meeting in West Bro¬ 
mwich with wraps of drugs. 

He made a run for it with a rucksack 
packed with drugs when the officers said 
they intended to search the car. 

Reid hurled away bags holding drugs, 
weighing machines and a mobile phone as 
he fled which were later recovered. 

These included around £3,000 worth of 
skunk cannabis and 62 pre-prepared street 
deals of cocaine with a total value of £1,240, 
revealed Mr Charles Crinion, prosecuting. 

Days earlier the Ford Focus driven by 
Reid had been seen near an address con¬ 
nected to another drug ring. 

Although not linkes, Reid still appeared 
in the dock at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court alongside Akhaim Giwa, 28, and 
Tyrell Meikle, 27, linked to £100,000 haul 
of heroin and cocaine found near the house 
where Giwa’s girlfriend lived in St Silas 
Square, Lozells, the court heard. 

Police swooped on the address on No¬ 
vember 14, the day after Meikle was ar¬ 
rested by armed officers in Mills Street, 
Lozells. He was carrying a knife. 

Cocaine and heroin valued at almost 
£9,000 was discovered in the garden with a 
further £85,000 stash of heroin - together 
with a cutting agent to boost its worth by 
£60,000, disclosed Mr Crinion. 

Giwa from Quinton Road, Harborne - 
freed on licence seven months earlier from 
a jail sentence for heroin dealing - gave 
himself up to police a week later. 

Both he and father of two Meikle of Gar¬ 
retts Walk, Druids Heath pleaded guilty 
to possession with intent to supply heroin 
and cocaine. They were jailed for six years 
seven months and six years respectively. 

Reid of Salisbury Road, Lozells admitted 
possession of cannabis and cocaine with in¬ 
tent to supply and was jailed for three years 
nine months by Judge Kristina Montgom¬ 
ery QC. 


Ross hopes to Eurobeat the rest 


Ross Harris, second from right, with Joe and Jake and the British Eurovision team 


THEY have the hopes of the nation 
on their shoulders - and when Joe 
and Jake take to the stage they will 
be singing to the beat of a West 
Midlands drummer. 

Ross Harris will be part of the 
band taking to the stage in Stock¬ 
holm on Saturday, in front of a TV 
audience expected to be in excess of 
100 million. The 24-year-old, from 
West Bromwich, said: “It’ll be one 
of the biggest audiences I have per¬ 
formed for so far, it’s pretty crazy, 
there will be lots of pressure. It’ll 


be really good experience too. I 
got a call from a colleague who is 
looking after the whole show and 
knows me from other projects who 
put me forward.” 

Joe and Jake met on the fourth 
series of The Voice UK and became 
a duo afterwards. They will per¬ 
form their song You’re Not Alone 
at the contest. Ross has spent 
around three weeks rehearsing in 
Stockholm with the duo and their 
team. He said his family will be 
watching, including his father, 


Roger Harris, who works in the ad¬ 
vertising department at the Shrop¬ 
shire Star and Express & Star. 

He said: “Joe and Jake are really 
nice, they’re really good to work 
with and very fun to hang out 
with.” Ross now lives in London 
and is a regular drummer for both 
Ella Henderson and Craig David. 

He said: “I started drumming re¬ 
ally young - me and my brother 
both did. He’s older so I guess I 
copied him as much as I don’t like 
to admit it.” 


Clean-up on 
the cards at 
three wards 
across Tipton 

ONE of Sandwell’s most popular com¬ 
munity campaigns The Big Spring Clean 
comes to Tipton this month. 

Staff from the Tipton Local Office 
have organised a three-week programme 
of activities running through to Friday 
May 27 around the three wards - Great 
Bridge, Tipton Green and Princes End. 

They are joining forces with the coun¬ 
cil’s waste partner SERCO, local charity 
Litterwatch, councillors, schools, TRAs, 
community groups, local police and 
Nova Training as well as residents. 

Activities focus on litter picking, graf¬ 
fiti removal, providing skips for removal 
of bulky rubbish, clearing of overgrown 
pathways and the free collection of bulky 
items by Serco. 

The programme of activities includes 
Thursday, today, removal of bulky items 
from Cophall Street garage site - start¬ 
ing at 10.30am. 

It’s Tipton Green from Monday, with 
a skip for bulky items at Carnegie Ave¬ 
nue from 10.30am; Tuesday has a litter 
pick at Stella Road starting at 10.30am; 
also on the same day is a litter pick and 
skip for bulky items on Bloomfield Es¬ 
tate (all day). 

On Wednesday there is graffiti re¬ 
moval from alleyways in Horseshoe 
Walk/Downes Court/Owen Street 
starting at 10.30am; Thursday there 
is a litter pick at Jays Avenue starting 
at 10.30am. The week after the team 
moves on to Princes End. 

Those who wish to volunteer or want 
more details can visit the Princes End 
office or call 0121 569 6000. 

Delays warning 
to motorists 

MOTORISTS are being advised to al¬ 
low extra time when travelling through 
Great Barr in the West Midlands as es¬ 
sential bridge maintenance work begins. 

The work is taking place on the south¬ 
bound carriageway of the M6 between 
junction 7 for Great Barr and junction 
8 to facilitate concrete repairs to the 
bridges carrying the motorway over the 
Rushall canal and over the M5 to M6 
southbound link road.Highways Eng¬ 
land project manager Jessica Kenny 
said: “Safety is our top priority, and 
therefore traffic management will be 
required throughout the length of the 
scheme to enable our workforce to ac¬ 
cess the bridges, and to protect the trav¬ 
elling public.” 

Work started on Friday night and is 
expected to last until Christmas. 


Green with envy as 
Morrison pays £60k 

BAGGIES midfielder James Morrison 
splashed the cash at Stiliyan Petrov’s 
fundraiser auction, paying £60,000 on 
one round of golf at the world famous 
Augusta National. The West Bromich 
playmaker was raising funds for the for¬ 
mer Celtic star’s charity, at The Belfry. 
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NIP hits out 
over pledge 
on gas jobs 
taskforce 

JOHN Spellar has accused the Gov¬ 
ernment of reneging on its promise to 
set up a taskforce to support workers 
affected by the proposed closure of 
British Gas’s Oldbury offices. 

The Swallowfield One site has been 
earmarked for closure by the energy 
giant to cut costs, a move which could 
see 680 jobs go. 

Following the announcement the 
Prime Minister told the Commons 
that a ministerial taskforce would be 
set up to enter discussions with the 
company. 

But Labour’s Warley MP, Mr 
Spellar, said the taskforce would be 
made up of members of Sandwell 
Council, Dudley Council and the 
Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership, with ministers playing ‘little 
more than a background role’. 

“The idea is that ministers will 
have contact with a taskforce to be 
set up locally,” he said. 

“I do not think that that matches 
up to the assurance from the Prime 
Minister. I am writing to Sajid Javid 
to raise my concerns. They need to 
put a lot more energy into this. 

“What discussions are they having 
with the owner of the building? The 
Government is not being as active as 
it should be, which is extremely dis¬ 
appointing. There needs to be a real 
drive to keep or to replace these jobs.” 

British Gas bosses say staff at 
the site, which operates as an office 
and call centre, could be subject to a 
phased redundancy programme end¬ 
ing in December if plans to close the 
site are rubber stamped. 


Markings laid 
to help pupils 

ROAD markings have been placed 
outside a Rowley Regis primary 
school following a safety campaign. 

Campaigners had called on 
Sandwell Council to lay down the road 
markings outside Springfield Primary 
School because parents had been 
parking outside the school entrance 
- which campaigners say was putting 
lives in danger. 

But now the authority has re¬ 
sponded and placed down the road 
marking on Friday April 29. 

A Sandwell Council spokesperson 
said: “We installed zig zag markings 
earlier this month (April) and will 
continue to monitor parking outside 
the school.” 

Rowley Councillor Chris Tranter 
said: “I welcome the road markings.” 

Lights in place as 
works under way 

DRIVERS will face delays until Mon¬ 
day May 23, as two-way traffic con¬ 
trols will be in place on a busy road 
in Tipton. Excavation work to repair 
existing power cables began by BT on 
Sedgley Road East on Tuesday. 


A blinder of an insight into dialect 



Steve Edwards, Dave Brownhill and 
James Stevens at the One Show 


ORGANISERS and performers of the 
Black Country Festival were invited 
down to BBC headquarters in London 
by producers ahead of the Peaky Blin¬ 
ders special edition of The One Show. 

Steve Edwards, Dave Brownhill 
and The Empty Can frontman James 
Stevens appeared on The One Show 
after being contacted by bosses who 
had heard of the work they had done 
behind both the festival and Black 
Country Anthem. 

Speaking in Black Country dialect, 
the pair kept Peaky Blinders actress 
Helen McCrory and singer Michael 


Ball guessing as to what they meant. 
James played the anthem, gave away 
CDs and signed autographs. 

He said: “It was an amazing day in 
which we got to promote The Black 
Country Festival and the history of 
our region. We spoke to Michael Ball 
and Alex Jones about the region and 
they seemed really interested. 

“We had to work with producers to 
come up with Black Country phrases 
and then see if the other guests could 
understand their meaning. My word 
was gambol, which to us Black Coun¬ 
try folk is a forward roll, and Steve’s 


was ‘blartin’, a term we used for cry¬ 
ing. It was all good fun and we had a 
great time.” 

Organiser Dave Brownhill said he 
had been in touch with the BBC and 
The One Show over the last couple of 
years regarding the festival. He said: 
“It was great to be invited down on 
Friday and promote the Black Coun¬ 
try to over four million people.” 

The Black Country Festival is in 
July. The third season of Peaky Blin¬ 
ders, filmed on location at the Black 
Country Living Museum, began on 
BBC2 last Thursday at 9pm. 


Factories plan back 
on at playing fields 


PLANS to create an industrial park 
on playing fields in the Black Coun¬ 
try, which could generate up to 100 
jobs, look set to be resurrected. 

A scheme to build factories in Kelvin 
Way, West Bromwich, appeared to have 
fallen through after failing to get off the 
ground three years ago. 

But bosses at Sandwell Council have re¬ 
vealed that a developer remains committed to 
building on the 160,000 sq ft site. Initial plans 
revealed in 2013 were for a 57,000 sq ft produc¬ 
tion facility for the design and manufacturing 
of engine parts to support Jaguar Land Rover’s 
i54 plant in Wolverhampton. 

While the council said a company has not yet 
been found to use the factories, bosses at the 
authority hope that the scheme could eventu¬ 
ally be back on the table. 

The council has been in negotiations over the 
sale of the playing fields for some time, with 
planning bosses insisting an unnamed firm is 
‘very keen to progress development’. 

Wholesale 

Bosses said the developer had ‘worked tire¬ 
lessly to bring the site forward’ but had been 
hampered by ‘uncertainty and volatility in the 
market’. 

A second unit of 30,000 sq ft to be occupied 
by a distributor to the electrical industry’s 
wholesale trade was also part of the initial 
plans. 

Sandwell Council’s acting leader Councillor 
Steve Eling said: “The fact is we still need a lot 
of jobs coming into the area. There are still a 
lot of people looking for work. 

“But this is a sign that there is still a pres¬ 
sure for employment opportunities in the area. 

“Investment in the area and creating new 
jobs is critically important.” 

The plans to sell off the playing fields to a de¬ 
veloper sparked protests three years ago with a 
Save our Field campaign group launched. 

A petition against the sale of the land was 
handed to the council but was dismissed. 

A report published ahead of a Sandwell 
Council meeting said: “This proposal could 
provide new employment opportunities by 
attracting companies currently not trading 
within Sandwell onto Kelvin Way. 

“Through working closely with the developer 
the project will deliver construction training 
along the way as well as, in the longer term 
permanent jobs and the ensuing benefits.” 


Owen is the pride of Saddlers 



Owen Richards, with Walsall manager Jon Whitney and mum Suzy, at the Pride of Walsall FC night 


A TEENAGER who survived the 
terror attacks in Tunisia has been 
honoured by the football club he 
loves. 

Owen Richards was handed 
the inaugural Pride of Walsall FC 
Award at a club ceremony over 
the weekend. The 16-year-old’s 
brother Joel, uncle Adrian and 
grandfather Patrick were killed 
in Sousse last June. 

Owen and his mother Suzy 
launched the ‘Smile for Joel’ char¬ 
ity earlier this month, which will 
work with Victim Support to help 
other families who have experi¬ 


enced traumatic bereavement like 
they did. Suzy said her son was 
delighted - and surprised - by the 
award. 

She said: “We all love Walsall 
and it’s lovely they did this for 
Owen. They have looked after us 
all season and are still looking 
after us, which is so touching. 

“They’ve been absolute fantas¬ 
tic. I can’t thank them enough for 
what they’ve done for the fam¬ 
ily - they’re actually like an ex¬ 
tended family for us.” The awards 
ceremony was held after the club 
narrowly missed out on automatic 


promotion to the Championship. 

Club secretary and director 
Daniel Mole said: “We decided 
Owen deserved this award for 
all he’s been through in the past 
12 months and the strength and 
courage he’s shown. 

“He has a massive affiliation 
with Walsall FC and his story is 
one that has touched everybody 
at the football club. What Owen, 
Suzy and the rest of their family 
have been through is incompre¬ 
hensible. But we’ve seen the unity 
and strength being part of the 
Walsall family has given to them.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Folk singer Emily 
to star at concert 

FOLK singer Emily Portman is to 
perform in Birmingham tomorrow. 
She will be at Birmingham Town Hall 
alongside the Coracle Band, who are 
featured on her latest album. 

The concert is part of Birmingham’s 
Imagined Isle Folk Festival in which 
BBC Folk Award winner Portman will 
also appear with other artists, includ¬ 
ing The Furrow Collective, featuring 
Alasdair Roberts, Rachel Newton 
and Lucy Farrell. The show starts at 
7.30pm. Tickets cost £20.50 and are 
available from 0121 345 0600 or on¬ 
line at www.thsh.co.uk. 

martial art set 
for city's arena 

THE tae kwon do international world 
championships take place at the Bar¬ 
clay card Arena on July 16 and 17. 

There will be competitions for both 
men and women and boys and girls. 

Expect to see top athletes from 
around the world competing in all as¬ 
pects of this exciting non-stop Korean 
martial art. Competitors will be com¬ 
ing from across the globe. 

Tickets are on sale now from www. 
theticketfactory.com or call 0844 33 88 
222. Tickets priced at £51.33, £23.20, 
£34.45, £17.58. Junior tickets are for 
12 and under, under-fives go free. 

Army interpreter 
is found dead 

AN interpreter who assisted Brit¬ 
ish soldiers in Afghanistan has been 
found dead in West Bromwich. Nang- 
yalai Dawoodzai is believed to have 
been facing deportation from the UK, 
as he did not qualify for asylum. 

West Midlands Police confirmed 
they were called to a property in 
Nicholls Street where a man was 
found dead. They are not treating the 
death as suspicious. Dawoodzai, aged 
29, worked alongside British troops in 
Helmand Province. 

Gymnasts get ready 
to spring into action 

THE 2016 Trampoline, Tumbling and 
Double-Mini Trampoline Regional 
Team Finals take place on May 28 and 
29 at the Barclaycard Arena. 

Top gymnasts will come together to 
battle it out. A spokesman said: “You 
will be wowed as gymnasts soar in 
the air, performing high-flying som¬ 
ersaults and twists in the spectacular 
trampoline events.” 

Tickets are on general sale now 
from www.theticketfactory.com or by 
calling 0844 33 88 222. 

Picnic fun on the way 

WARLEY Woods holds an annual pic¬ 
nic in the park on July 3. Events, from 
l-6pm include entertainment from lo¬ 
cal musicians, the dog show, donkey 
and carriage rides and stalls. 

Anyone who would like to book a 
stall can contact Kathy on 0121 420 
1061 or admin@warleywoods.org.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



REPAIRS 



AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST AND RELY ON 


We offer a complete repair 
service on all uPVC Windows, 
Doors & Conservatories 


BROKEN or MISTED 
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 
REPLACED 




ialists 


Call now for your FREE quote 
01922 648732 
07412766665 


Head Office 59 New Forrest Road, Walsall WS31TR 

www.elite-property-services.co.uk 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 



lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 25 years 
©Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we are 
here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

0 All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0) Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 
Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



AFTER a recent item on global warming, 
a former teacher (they never give up, do 
they?) says I should learn the difference 
between climate and weather. Please, sir, 
I know it already, sir. Climate is what you 
expect, weather is what you get. 


Obesity treatment up by 30 per cent 


THE number of hospital admissions 
due to obesity in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire has increased by 
more than 30 per cent, new figures 
show. 

There was a total of 360 admis¬ 
sions to the region’s hospitals in 
2014/15 where obesity was the main 
reason for a person being admitted or 
was a secondary factor. 

This was up from 270 during the 


previous 12 months — an increase 
of around 33 per cent— according to 
the report from the Health and Social 
Care Information Centre (HSCIC). 

In the Black Country, Sandwell 
saw the highest number of people 
admitted because of their weight 
in 2014/15 with 73 cases recorded. 
There were 41 in Wolverhampton, 
36 in Walsall and 34 in Dudley. Izzi 
Seccombe, community well-being 


spokeswoman for the Local Govern¬ 
ment Association, which represents 
councils that have a responsibility 
for public health, said: “These are 
extremely worrying figures that il¬ 
lustrate the scale of the challenge we 
face in the fight against obesity. 

“But the problem will only get 
worse unless we take urgent action, 
with the number of obese adults in 
the country forecast to soar by a stag¬ 


gering 73 per cent to 26 million peo¬ 
ple over the next 20 years. The fact 
that the number of admissions for 
children has more than doubled since 
2004/5 underlines why it is vital that 
the Government uses its forthcoming 
childhood obesity strategy to address 
what is now one of the major health 
dangers of the 21st century. 

“Obesity leads to serious health 
conditions later on in life.” 


IS it over? Is it safe to come out? Can we 
switch on the telly or radio without being 
bombarded with Leicester City overkill? 
When this once-restrained nation of ours 
reaches the stage when the Daily Tele¬ 
graph announces: “Leicester: the centre 
of the universe” and “Conquerors of the 
world” you know things have gone too far 
and the game has made a quantum leap 
from football to hyperball. 

ONE of the most irritating things about 
being a football fan is those fair-weather 
fans who turn up with flags, rattles and 
scarves when things are going well and 
are never to be seen in the hard times. I 
recall a TV interview with a fan from some 
Northern club which had just emerged 
from obscurity into the dizzying heights of 
mediocrity. The point he was making was 
that he had never, ever missed a match. 
“I’m a die-hard, I am,” he exclaimed and 
suddenly burst into tears, overwhelmed by 
his own dedication. The Good Lord, in His 
infinite wisdom and mercy, made me en¬ 
tirely without the football gene, for which I 
am truly thankful. 

IN the wake of the Ken Livingstone affair, 
pundits have been queuing up to explain 
the difference between anti-zionism and 
anti-semitism. The first is hatred of Israeli 
government policy, and is okay. The sec¬ 
ond is hatred 
of Jews, which 
is clearly not 
okay. It gets 
complicated 
when anti-se- 
mitic people 
try to pretend 
they are mere¬ 
ly anti-zionist. 
Two simple 
questions usually sort it out: Do 
you believe the state of Israel has a right 
to exist? If not, can you explain how you 
can contemplate something so hateful as 
the destruction of the Jewish homeland, 
without hating Jews? 

I HAVE a friend whose most vivid mem¬ 
ory of the 1962 Cuban crisis was of a 
10-year-old classmate coming to school 
in tears because “Daddy says we’ll all be 
dead by tonight.” What sort of adult says 
such a terrible thing in front of an impres¬ 
sionable child? Probably the same sort of 
adult who claims their kids are scared and 
stressed out by school SATS tests. Adults 
have infinite power to plant ideas in the 
minds of trustful children. Tell your kids 
the school tests are a breeze and a bit of 
a game and they’ll look forward to them. 
Imprint your own prejudices on them and 
the kids will be worried to death. 

WE may never agree on whether to stay 
in the EU or leave. But can we at least 
agree to quit the Eurovision Song Contest? 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Number of travellers' 
sites in rapid increase 


Olive hits the heights with flight at 85 



The 85-year-old praying things go well on the flight Olive in the plane during the flight with son Michael 


By Jessica Labhart 


THE number of traveller 
and gipsy sites in the Black 
Country has increased dra¬ 
matically in the last two 
years, says a new report. 

The Walsall borough saw the 
greatest increase in sites, with 
69 in 2015 in comparison to 15 
sites in 2014. 

A camp on Bescot Retail Park, 
close to Walsall FC’s Banks’s Sta¬ 
dium emerged in November 2013, 
as well an encampment in Warley 
Woods meadow near the Abbey 
Road entrance to the park. 

Figures show that since 2015 the 
number of illegal encampments in 
Wolverhampton has almost doubled, 
from 10 in 2014 to 19 in 2015. 

In Wolverhampton, travellers 
moved into Faulkland Street car 
park, just off the Wolverhampton 
Ring Road, in 2012 and in 2014, 
arrests made national news, when 
traveller men were suspected of 
masterminding a crime spree of 70 
robberies. 

Arrived 

In Dudley, the figure rose from 
15 in 2014 to 29 in 2015 and in 
Sandwell the number of traveller 
sites increased from 30 encamp¬ 
ments in 2014 to 40 sites in 2015. 

Sandwell Valley was invaded by 
travellers in October last year and in 
March this year, 40 caravans arrived 
at the car park of Showcase Cinema, 
Dudley. The figures were revealed as 
part of a report to Wolverhampton 
council’s scrutiny board meeting, 
which looked at giving more powers 
to council officials and the police in 
dealing with travellers. 

It stated: “Wolverhampton is not 
alone in the West Midlands in hav¬ 
ing high levels of unauthorised en¬ 
campments in recent years.” 

The report also details a new pol¬ 
icy around how to approach the ar¬ 
rival of travellers onto unauthorised 
sites and requires a welfare assess¬ 
ment be carried out by the council 
on every traveller as soon as they ar¬ 
rive. But, the report does recognise 
the nuisance travellers can cause 
communities across the region. 


A TIPTON pensioner has faced her 
fears and finally taken to the skies 
for the holiday of a lifetime - board¬ 
ing a plane for the first time in her 
85th year. 

Olive Jones had always had a de¬ 
sire to board a flight but had been 
too nervous to fly - until now. 

She finally plucked up the cour¬ 
age to realise a life’s ambition, and 
went on holiday to Venice after her 
great nephew proved the inspira¬ 
tion to broaden her horizons. Mrs 
Jones said she couldn’t wait to fi¬ 
nally spread her wings, having spent 


many years looking up at aircraft 
flying overhead and wondering what 
it would be like to fly. 

She said: “From the moment we 
got to the airport everyone was so 
kind and attentive. This really put 
my mind at ease. When we boarded 
the aircraft the crew were lovely and 
helped settle me in for the flight.“I 
was quite scared when it came to 
take-off - but I was determined to go 
through with it and I did. The pilot 
was lovely and rather good looking 
too, meeting him helped ease my 
nerves, I knew I was in safe hands.” 


Mrs Jones was joined on her Euro¬ 
pean adventure by her son, Michael, 
and her great-nephew James Gibson 
who is employed as cabin crew for 
Monarch - the airline she flew with. 

Mr Gibson, who is based at Bir¬ 
mingham Airport, said: “Olive has a 
real zest for life and new adventures, 
but she has always been nervous 
about take-off and landing. 

“She likes coach travel so I told 
her it was just like being on a coach 
that travels a bit quicker and a bit 
higher off the ground and she even¬ 
tually agreed to try it.” 


Driver jailed 
for beating 
man in road 
rage attack 

A DRIVER who beat up another mo¬ 
torist in a road rage attack has been 
jailed for three months. Violence 
flared after a three-car crash involv¬ 
ing Martin Pearce on the Black Coun¬ 
try New Road in West Bromwich, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The 27-year-old allegedly caused 
the pile-up by slowing unexpectedly 
but drove off without stopping despite 
his Corsa being damaged, said Mr Lee 
Egan, prosecuting. The drivers of the 
other cars involved - a Fiesta and a 
Chevrolet - gave chase and Pearce 
finally came to a standstill in nearby 
Great Bridge Road around 6pm on 
June 29 last year. 

Mr Jonathan James - the Chevro¬ 
let driver - asked for the insurance 
details of the defendant who it later 
transpired was uninsured and had no 
driving licence. When Pearce refused 
to co-operate Mr James said he was 
going to take a photograph of the 
Corsa and was punched on the jaw 
without warning, the court heard. 

Mr Egan continued: “The blow 
knocked off the glasses of Mr James 
who picked them up, tried to put them 
back on, and was punched again by 
the defendant.” 

David Smith, the driver of the Fi¬ 
esta, told Pearce to ‘leave it’ and the 
defendant got into the Corsa and 
drove off after the registration num¬ 
ber of the car he owned had been 
noted. 

Mr James said the attack left him 
in ‘excruciating pain’ and later told 
police: “I was completely taken aback 
by what happened. It shook me up be- 

Call to public 
on car cruising 

POLICE are urging members of the 
public to report those car cruising 
around the streets of the Black Coun¬ 
try in a region-wide crackdown. 

An injunction is in place that forbids 
car cruising within the four boroughs 
of the Black Country - Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall. It 
also bans anyone from promoting, or¬ 
ganising or publicising such an event. 

The injunction defines car cruising 
as the act of drivers meeting on the 
public highway on an organised or 
impromptu basis to race or show off 
in their cars. 

Speeding, racing or driving in con¬ 
voy, performing stunts, obstructing 
the highway, excessive noise, and 
causing the risk of harm to people or 
property are also prohibited as acts 
associated with car cruising. 

We'll ale be there 
at the Rising Sun 

A SUMMER beer festival is being 
staged at a Tipton pub next month. 

The event at Black Country Ales’ 
The Rising Sun in Horseley Road will 
run from June 16 to 19 and will also 
feature live music. The pub was reo¬ 
pened by the pub chain in 2013. 


Can YOU A££ORD to miss these prices? 
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8 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
2 DOORS 

CALL NOW: 

01902 827879 



French Door Back Door Front Door 


MANUFACTURERS OF uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 


PATIO AND FRENCH DOORS FITTED 

CALL NOW 


CONSERVATORIES NOW AVAILABLE 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk m el-m i Affnrriahlp 

m: 07710 434223 m wf®1 

A Rainbow through the clouds... Looking after Clients for 15 years All work project managed from start to finish 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £699 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


mm ^ 


a 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



n 

n 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

LI 

LI 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 










































Community 
centre will 
be run by 
partnership 

A POPULAR community centre will 
be transferred from council hands 
and run under a partnership, it has 
been revealed. 

The Tanhouse Community Centre 
in Hamstead Road, Great Barr, which 
is used for a variety of courses and 
events, will have its day-to-day run¬ 
ning transferred to ‘two local part¬ 
ners’ from Sandwell Council. 

It will mean that the centre’s 
management committee will now be 
helped by the partners in applying for 
lottery grants and funding. 

Councillor David Hosell, who rep¬ 
resents the Newton ward, said it was 
great news for the community. “It 
will be fantastic for us to be able to 
take them on and get their advice on 
a range of issues as no doubt they will 
have had experience in other areas 
with places like ourselves,” he said. 

Experience 

“This is great news for the commu¬ 
nity and we are looking forward to 
welcoming them. 

“The partners will need experience 
and ability to get the maximum bene¬ 
fit for the centre and the community. 

“We will find out who they are fol¬ 
lowing our committee meeting this 
week,” he added. 

The centre was opened in 1992 hav¬ 
ing previously been a school building. 

It was transformed to provide a 
multi-purpose facility for the resi¬ 
dents of the Hamstead area. 

It now offers a range of activities 
and services, including Hamstead Li¬ 
brary and artificial football pitch. 

Call to vote for 
favourite film 

BRUMMIES are being invited to vote 
for their favourite British film to be 
shown as part of the outdoor film fes¬ 
tival which returns to Brindleyplace 
this summer. 

Celebrating the ‘best of British’, 
the fifth annual Film Festival will 
take place between July 12 and 21 in 
Central Square and is free for all to 
attend. In 2015, the festival helped to 
attract more than 94,000 visitors to 
the estate during the fortnight of the 
event, making it the most successful 
year to date. 

To see the complete shortlist visit 
www.brindleyplace. com/event/brind- 
leyplace-film-festival-2016. 

Voting closes on May 13 and the full 
schedule of films will be announced 
shortly after. 

Rock band line up 
to do the double 

A ROCK band will play a venue two 
days in a row with a unique headline 
show each night. The Panic Room 
Weekend is at The Robin 2 in Bilston 
on May 21-22. There will also be ‘mi¬ 
ni-gigs’ throughout each day. 


Book up for reading at your leisure 



Portway Lifestyle Centre in Oldbury 


AN express library has been opened 
at a Sandwell leisure centre in a joint 
venture for visitors to access books in 
a quick and convenient way. 

The service will be available at 
Portway Lifestyle Centre and is in 
partnership with Sandwell Council 
Library Service and Sandwell Leisure 
Trust, which operates the leisure cen¬ 
tre. 

The Express Library offers visitors 
the opportunity to borrow library 
books, magazines and other resources 
in a quick, easy and convenient way. 

The service opened on Friday and 


will see two fully stocked bookcases 
available to community borrowers 
twice a week, on Monday between 
2-4pm and Friday from 10.30am to 
12.30pm. 

Everything is free to borrow with 
members simply needing to register 
with the library service and is staffed 
completely by community volunteers 
who freely give up their time to help 
others borrow stock from the library. 

Sam Goode from Sandwell’s Library 
Service said: “I’m really pleased that 
the new Express Library is open at 
Portway, we’re keen that Sandwell’s 


residents have access to our service 
and opening up in community venues 
is another step in the right direction. 

“We’ve asked users of the centre 
what they’d like us to stock on the 
bookcases and we’ve responded to 
their requests. If anyone wants some¬ 
thing different or wants to reserve a 
book then we can always assist with 
stock from one of our other larger li¬ 
braries. 

There are lots of books available 
both fictional and non-fictional from 
a range of authors covering a whole 
range of topics.” 


Hundreds of homes set 
for former landfill site 


MORE than 200 homes will be built 
on a former landfill site in West Bro¬ 
mwich, under plans up for approval 
with council chiefs. 

Outline planning consent has been au¬ 
thorised for the former T & S Elements 
site off Hall Green Road and Needwood 
Grove in Stone Cross, with the develop¬ 
ment to include starter homes as well as 
larger family homes. 

The land was previously owned by Christ 
Church Limited and the council, with their in¬ 
tention being they would undertake remedial 
work and redevelop the whole site. 

However, Christ Church sold its plot to Mar 
City Homes, who in April 2015 carried out 
work on the site to rid it of chemicals that have 
gone into the ground over the past 50 years. 

The site was quarried for sand and gravel 
during the 1950s and was then used for landfill, 
with oils and chemicals put into it. 

But Mar City Homes believe the develop¬ 
ment will provide an ‘excellent setting for a 
family orientated housing scheme’ and intend 
to see public open space run throughout. 

Develop 

Councillor Paul Sandars has previously said 
the council had outline planning permission to 
develop on the land granted in April 2014, but 
at that time the limit placed on the number of 
houses to be built was 200, due to concerns the 
development would be ‘over-intensive.’ 

He said: “When it comes to this application, 
it is all about finding the balance between resi¬ 
dents’ concerns and the demand for new hous¬ 
ing in Sandwell. In the consultation period, 
people have been very clear in their issues for 
and against, but again this is something that 
needs to be discussed at the planning meeting. 

“We do need more housing in Sandwell, it’s a 
topic that has been highlighted time and again. 
But we also have to take into consideration the 
potential traffic problems and access in and out 
of Hall Green Road and Needwood Grove.” 

A report to the meeting states: “The site 
would support the council’s priorities of en¬ 
couraging the transformation and physical 
improvement of the environment by bringing 
underused land back into productive use. The 
release of the site for redevelopment will help 
the council contribute further towards housing 
provision within the borough.” 

The decision was set to be rubber-stamped 
at the planning meeting last night, Wednesday. 



The War of the Roses event at the Manor House in West Bromwich, with members of the Buckingham’s Retinue 


FAMILIES were transported back 
to the middle ages as a Black 
Country museum played host to 
a Wars of the Roses re-enactment. 

Visitors to the Manor House 
Museum in West Bromwich got 
the chance to see the firepower 
and arms that were available to 
warring armies during the late 
medieval period. 

They were even able to put on 
the helmets and suits of armour 
that were associated with battles 


of the time during the Bank Hol¬ 
iday Monday event. Hog roasts 
were also cooked by the hosts who 
wore traditional dress. 

The event was staged by mem¬ 
bers of the Buckingham’s Retinue, 
a medieval re-enactment group. 

The Wars of the Roses were 
fought during the 15 th century by 
the rival houses of Lancaster and 
York as they sought to control the 
throne of England. 

Youngsters were also given the 


chance to wear traditional cloth¬ 
ing from the era as well as put on 
the metal helmets. 

Sandwell Council’s museums 
manager Jane Hanney said there 
was plenty to keep families enter¬ 
tained on the day 

She said: “Visitors got to see 
the encampment and the arms, 
armour and firepower available 
to a medieval army and also had 
the chance of trying on a helmet 
or holding a sword.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Players marking 
38 th milestone 

ALL Saints Players are celebrating 
their 38th year by staging its version 
of Out of Sight Out of Murder by play¬ 
wright Fred Carmichael. 

The group will be returning to All 
Saints Church, in West Bromwich, for 
the run which finishes on Friday. 

The show, billed as a mystery com¬ 
edy, tells the story of author Peter 
Knight. He pens a tale about another 
author murdered years before when 
an electrical storm brings his charac¬ 
ters to life. Tickets are priced £4.50 
and £4 for concessions. Call Kath on 
0121 588 4786. 

Postman death 
protest backed 

A PETITION calling on the sentence 
given to a postman who killed a fa- 
ther-of-eight when he drove into him 
to be extended has now been signed by 
more than 1,500 people. 

A campaign was launched after 
Sajid Hussain walked free from court 
having been given a suspended jail 
sentence after pleading guilty to caus¬ 
ing the death of David Hinton, from 
Halesowen, by careless driving. 

Hussain, aged 36, is thought to 
have fallen asleep at the wheel of a 
red Volkswagen Polo when it struck 
Mr Hinton in Oakham Road, Dudley. 

Baths back open 
following repairs 

A SWIMMING centre which had to 
shut for emergency repairs has now 
reopened, from Monday onwards. 

Langley Baths has been shut for 
more than a month after problems in 
the facility’s plant room were flagged 
up. 

It was forced to close suddenly so 
safety checks could be carried out. 

Sandwell Council said the work had 
now been completed and that both 
pools at the centre, in Victoria Road, 
would be open as normal from 9am. 

Rush hour crash 
causes M5 delays 

A CAR crashed on the M5 causing de¬ 
lays for commuters during morning 
rush hour last Friday. 

The collision, involving one car, 
took place at around 8.30am, between 
junction two and three of the M5. Po¬ 
lice were alerted at 8.46am and one 
person, believed to be the driver, was 
treated for minor injuries at the scene. 

West Midlands ambulance service 
also confirmed they attended the crash 
just before 9am with one ambulance 
and a paramedic officer dispatched. 

Fridges dumped 

FLY-TIPPERS have dumped fridges 
along two different roads in the Black 
Country. Four fridges were dumped 
at Foxcote Lane, in Cradley, while an¬ 
other four were dumped at Pedmore 
Lane in Stourbridge. 

They were spotted by Halesowen 
South Councillor David Vickers. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Forcing in 
academies 
is not best 
way ahead 

AS you may probably deduce from my 
weekly ramblings, I am no educational¬ 
ist. And I have no view one way or the 
other whether converting all schools into 
academies would be a good thing, a bad 
thing, or as perhaps many of us suspect, 
will make very little difference either way. 

Given the amount of furore it has 
caused though, it does cross my mind 
that many in today’s government would 
do well to learn from the old 80s war- 
horse Norman Tebbit, who argued that 
the key to getting radical reform accept¬ 
ed was to “stay one step behind public 
opinion”, and leave the population de¬ 
manding more. 

Regardless of which side of the fence 
you sit on, it doesn’t seem rocket science 
that slow, progressive change is usually 
more sustainable than these big macho 
policy announcements that politicians 
seem so fond of these days. 

Still, I’m glad the plan is on hold, for the 
simple reason it means we will no longer 
have to hear the ghastly words “acade- 
mise” or “academisation” for a while. 

Like I said, I’m no educationalist, but I 
do know that academy is a noun and not 
a verb. Don’t they teach them anything in 
schools these days? 

□ □□ 

IN the recent election for West Mid¬ 
lands Police and Crime Commissioner, 
11,704 ballot papers were rejected be¬ 
cause people had not given a clear inten¬ 
tion of who they were voting for. 

Now this could mean that a very signif¬ 
icant proportion of the population are too 
dim to understand how to indicate who 
their first and second choice candidates 
are. Or, alternatively, it might be that there 
are nearly 12,000 people who are so sad 
that they will go to the trouble of walking 
or driving to a polling station for no other 
reason than to deliberately spoil their pa¬ 
per in some juvenile form of protest. 

Either way, it’s a rather sad indictment 
of society. 

□ □□ 

FOR all the self-important, self-indul¬ 
gent rants of the luvvies, the most out¬ 
rageous comment at the Bafta awards 
surely came from the body’s own chair¬ 
man Anne Morrison, who said: “The Brit¬ 
ish TV industry is the envy of the world.” 

Has she watched any British TV in 
the past 10 years? X Factor, The Voice, 
shouty soaps, endless hours of depress¬ 
ing ‘psychological dramas’ with sweaty 
close-ups, muffled dialogue and tinkly 
background music. 

I don’t think I can remember a time 
when there was so much choice of stuff 
not to watch. Which probably explains 
why the number of TV-free homes in the 
UK are now at the highest level since 
1972. 

Envy of the world? I’m beginning to 
think the people we should be envying 
are those who don’t pay £145.50 a year 
to watch this dross. 


Members of the Friends of Dartmouth Park seen by the new bandstand at West Bromwich 


VICTORIAN bandstands across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire 
are being restored to their former 
glory after an £800 million cash 
boost to parks and gardens. 

East Park in Wolverhampton, Walsall 
Arboretum, Dartmouth Park in West 
Bromwich and Lightwood’s House, Bear¬ 
wood, have all benefitted from Heritage 
Lottery Fund money to restore and re¬ 
build bandstands. 

Once upon a time there were 1,200 band¬ 
stands across British parks, but numbers have 
dwindled to less than 500, with some scrapped 
as part of the war effort, while others fell into 
disrepair before being knocked down following 
a spiralling decline in the 1980s and 1990s. 

It is hoped the restoration of the bandstands 
will help parks hold on to a traditional feature, 
as well as provide them with a venue to hold 
music and theatre performances. In total, 110 
in the UK have been saved by the funding. 
Drew Bennellick, head of landscape and nat¬ 
ural heritage at the Heritage Lottery Fund, 


Batons at the ready - as band¬ 
stands are coming back into 
their own with latest funding. 

NICK HUMPHREYS reports 

said: “Bandstands are the archetypal feature 
everyone associates with the great British 
park. They often act as the fulcrum of the 
park, the centre of its formal design, a focus 
around which people gravitate and the place 
where the park is brought to life with music 
or outdoor theatre. 

Activities 

“However, as expensive-to-maintain ornate 
structures, bandstands have suffered dispro¬ 
portionately from neglect and ever-tightening 
maintenance budgets. 

“Thanks to National Lottery players, 
around 110 historic bandstands now have 
a more certain future and have become the 
focus of activities arranged by park managers, 
friends and local community groups.” 


Crowds enjoy the music during a Victorian day at East Park, at the refurbished bandstand 


East Park bandstand dates from 1896, and 
came from the pioneering foundry of Walter 
Macfarlane and Co, Glasgow, who shipped 
bandstands all over the world. The bandstand 
was in shoddy condition before it was restored 
by Lost Art in 2014. The Walsall Arboretum 
bandstand dates from 1924, but fell into dis¬ 
repair. It is now bringing the open space to 
life with music and theatrical performances, 
including concerts by brass bands and rock 
music from tribute acts such as Fred Zeppelin. 

The bandstand was added to Dartmouth 
Park in West Bromwich in 1933, after the park 
was originally opened in 1878. After the Ex¬ 
pressway was built in 1973, the park became 
less used and slumped into a serious decline. 
But a £6.4 milli on injection in 2008, which also 
included the renovation of the bandstand, saw 
a reopening in 2014 when work was close to 
completion, and it has been a popular venue 
ever since. 

The £5.2 million restoration of Lightwood’s 
House and Park, which features a prominent 
bandstand, was put on hold earlier this year 
after Fairhurst Ward Abbots, the company 
doing the work, went bust. The house and 


park was built by Jonathan Grundy in 1780. 
The restoration project was confirmed in 2010 
and was expected to be completed in August 
of this year. 

Parks were becoming increasingly popular 
places for workers in the 18th and 19th centu¬ 
ries to spend their time. The stands were pri¬ 
marily populated by brass or military bands, 
with over 40,000 brass bands in existence 
towards the end of the 19th century. In their 
heyday in the Victorian era, bandstands drew 
crowds of up to 10,000. But popularity waned 
in the 1950s as other attractions such as the 
cinema, radio and TV became increasingly 
popular. Leeds lost 17 out of 18 of its band¬ 
stands, Sheffield lost all but one bandstand, 
whilst London’s bandstands dropped from 100 
to 50 after the Second World War. 

There was a brief revival in the late 60s 
when groups such as Pink Floyd, The Who and 
Fleetwood Mac played a series of free band¬ 
stand concerts, and David Bowie also played a 
free concert in 1969 in London. But between 
1979 and 2001, more than half the bandstands 
in British parks were demolished, vandalised 
or fell into a chronic state of disuse. 




Swan pedalos at Walsall Arboretum near the bandstand The bandstand at Mary Stevens Park, in Stourbridge Lightwoods Park’s bandstand which was being refurbished 

Windfall to help park 
lovers face the music 



"SPRING SALE 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 
v Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Concrete 

Garages 


Sale prices from 

Single Garage O-iOQQ 
16ft x 8ft 1 05757 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£2799 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms I ol ^ LINE 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


X Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 
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Commonwealth is the answer Brexiteers 

won’t go 
off corset 


WHILE watching the 90th Birthday cel¬ 
ebrations of HM Queen Elizabeth II it oc¬ 
curred to me with all this talk about the EU 
in/out referendum that we are already in 
a large club. We are already members of a 
large trade-based forum, we already have a 
vast base of trading partners belonging to a 
club...the Commonwealth. 

The doom and gloom stats given out by 
the European lap dogs who widely wish to 
carry on riding the gravy train just does not 
add up, and this needs to be addressed. 

The EU has 28 members, costs us in ex¬ 
cess of £llbn a year to be in it, governs our 
laws, prevents immigration controls and 


dictates what we can do. It is headed by ei¬ 
ther a German or Frenchman, and sees us 
as lower down the table, the real trade fig¬ 
ures between us and EU means we do about 
£19.2bn worth of trade with them, however 
the Commonwealth, headed by our queen 
has 53 members in it, is vastly bigger, four 
times the population and five times the area, 
and we trade to the tune of £25bn per year. 

So life after the EU and its unseen mas¬ 
ters won’t be all that gloomy after all, there 
is a worldwide basket of trade available to 
us once European restrictions are lifted! 

S HARRISON 
West Bromwich 


Vagaries of LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

justice by 
magistrates 


POST 


THE Express and Star re¬ 
ported the decisions of two 
cases heard before different 
magistrates courts. 

In the first case a man 
from the Black Country was 
fined £600 with £250 costs 
plus a victim surcharge of 
£60 for fishing without a 
licence in the river Avon at 
Tewkesbury. 

The second case heard 
at a London Magistrates 
Court involved a man from 
the West Midlands who at¬ 
tended a Sikh rally against 
police brutality in India. 

What did he do you ask? 
Well he admitted punching 
two police officers. He was 
fined £400 on each assault 
charge and ordered to pay 
£100 to each officer. No re¬ 
port of court costs or victim 
surcharge. 

So be warned. If you want 
a sporting day out don’t get 
caught fishing in the River 
Avon without a licence or 
you could be left feeling gut¬ 
ted and battered. Instead go 
to London it could well work 
out cheaper. 

D J SCARROTT 

West Bromwich 


ill Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Job creation may be 
fuel poverty solution 

FOR most older people, their major concerns are their 
physical wellbeing and the prospects for their children and 
grandchildren. The major parties don’t seem to be address¬ 
ing these issues. 

Every winter brings a spike in the number of elderly 
people dying from cold. Many can only afford to heat one 
major room and often have to make a choice between stay¬ 
ing warm and eating. The reason for this situation is that 
much of our housing stock is badly insulated and there is 
income inequality. 

Freak weather events such as the terrible floods over 
Christmas and New Year are happening more regularly. 

House owners who fall victim may find that their homes 
have been built on flood plains. Some people in the worst 
affected areas may find that house insurance is either un¬ 
affordable or even unobtainable. 

Ironically, the fuel poverty affecting older people may be 
the thing that will provide jobs for the younger generation. 
Insulating our houses, reducing heating bills and this coun¬ 
try’s carbon footprint will create many jobs. 

R TABERNER 
Tividale 


ARE Brexiteers the mod¬ 
ern day corsetieres? And no 
that’s not the Black Coun¬ 
try corsetiere jokes with the 
“Yo cor sit ‘ere” punchline. 

I well remember when my 
mother’s previously statu¬ 
esque body began to wane 
and things started moving 
south, she would say, “I 
must get myself a new ‘all in 
one’”. For the uninitiated, 
an ‘all in one’ is a garment 
loosely based on medieval 
armour and having a similar 
feel to it. Thus the female 
form is encased from breast 
to buttock in a figure-con¬ 
trolling piece of corsetry en¬ 
gineering which would have 
met with the approval of 
Isambard Kingdom Brunei. 

So how does this female 
wear bare a relationship to 
that worn by a Brexiteer? 

1. It sharpens up the 
floppy, in this case shape 
of British thinking with re¬ 
gard to its democracy and 
laws and smooths away the 
lumps and bumps in busi¬ 
ness which due to EU inter¬ 
ference have been caused by 
excess bureaucracy. 

2. It in this case prevents 
the body politic moving 
west, okay a corset stops it 
moving south but you get 
my meaning. 

3. It puts back steel into 
Britain which for too long 
has drifted along content in 
its excess flab. 

4. It will as with my mum 
of long ago make us Brits 
feel proud of ourselves. 

So I say, come on you 
Brits, get yourself a Brexit 
‘all in one’ and flaunt what 
you’ve got after all you are 
not some Swiss maid or Cool 
Norwegian beauty: you are 
a curvy Brit! 

A M ETHERIDGE 

Dudley 
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


L 


BATHROOM VANITY UNITS & CABINETS 

WAS £169.00 

NO W£9.99 

M £9.99 EXAMPLE IS FOR A UTOPIA 600MM BEECH VANITY UNIT 


s 


FOR YOUR BATHROOM INSTALLATION 


FREE TILES# 

rprr heated 

rWCC TOWEL RAIL 

FREE MIRROR 
FREE ext f r a£ t,on 


FOR YOUR KITCHEN INSTALLATION 


FREE OVEN & HOB 
FREE SINK & TAP 

FREE 


COOKER 

HOOD 


LESS-ABLED 

SHOWER SPECIAL 

INSTORE DIY 
SPECIALS 

1 DAY FULL 

INSTALLATION* 

Remove Old Bath 
Replaster Walls 

As Required 

Supply Walk In Enclosure, 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat, 
Thermostatic Shower 
Fully Tiled Or Panels 

FOR YOUR BATHROOM 

BATHS £30.00 

VANITY UNIT £45.00 

SHOWER .... nn 

ENCLOSURES LOUiUU 

FOR YOUR KITCHEN 

CHIMNEY HOODS £39.00 

GAS HOB £35 
OVENS £99 

GAS COOKERS £130 

£1579.00 + VAT 

0% vat For Qualifying Adaptions 


upto WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 

90% OFF SALE 

WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 

WSIO 7LH 

Terms and conditions apply see in store for details 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


OI2I SOS 1132 


LAFfl 
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B MAY 2016 



ALL INSTALLATIONS 
PROJECT MANAGED 
FROM START TO FINISH 


► Windows • Patio Doors 

► Composite Doors • Conservatories 

► Porches • Window & Door Repairs 


--t 

• Fascias / Guttering \ 
Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


i w m mm U m m m U Established over 20 years ■ ■ ■ 

Window Warehouse Ltd 




97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 

B Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm L 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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8 Family of 
patient to 
take action 

THE family of a terminally ill wom¬ 
an who claimed she was ‘neglected 
and forgotten’ are to take legal action 
against Sandwell Hospital. 

Bosses at the hospital apologised 
after they said the level of care 
great-grandmother Caroline Fellows 
received fell below their standards. 
Her family claims cancer patient Mrs 
Fellows, from West Bromwich, was 
‘forgotten’ by staff, with her cries for 
help captured on a recording device at 
her bedside by the family prior to her 
death in July 2014 aged 77. 

They also claimed she was ‘covered 
in bruises’ and suffered ‘bed sores’. 

Son-in-law Robert Yarnold said: 
“We are now looking to progress and 
take legal action against the hospital, 
for neglect and misdiagnosis of my 
mother-in-law Caroline Fellows. 

“Yes the hospital has issued an 
apology but this isn’t good enough. 

“We believed as a family she was ill 
and should have been diagnosed three 
or four years before she actually was, 
which eventually led to her death at 
Sandwell Hospital. 

“They have admitted it now, but it’s 
a case of too little, too late and we are 
seeking legal advice on the matter.” 

Colin Ovington, chief nurse at the 
hospital, pledged to learn lessons over 
the care given to Mrs Fellows. 


Speeding near 
school monitored 

SPEEDING traffic outside a Wednes- 
bury school is being monitored after 
a petition signed by 200 parents and 
staff was handed in to the council. 

Monitoring strips have been placed 
across the road outside Old Park Pri¬ 
mary School by Sandwell Council. It 
follows complaints by residents of ve¬ 
hicles speeding, parking taking place 
on zig-zag lines and across driveways 
when picking up and dropping off 
children at Old Park Primary school. 


Ikea in order and collection 
point move for city centre 


Call for beauty spot to get protection 



Coombeswood Green Wedge, which campaigners say should become local nature reserve 


IKEA is to open a new open a new Order and Collection Point 
store in Birmingham city centre, creating 30 jobs. The ser¬ 
vice, set for Dale End, is due to launch this summer. 

Birmingham will be the first city centre to get a store of this kind, a new 
concept for IKEA. Currently Midland shoppers have the major Ikea store in 
Wednesbury - bosses say the new collection point will complement the Black 


CALLS are being made for a Halesow¬ 
en beauty spot to be given enhanced 
protection. 

Ornithologist John Ebrey hopes to 
persuade council bosses to apply to 
Natural England to make Coombes¬ 
wood Green Wedge a Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR). 

The designated area of greenbelt 
land is owned by developers St Mod- 
wen, but is an important natural 
beauty spot, breeding ground and mi¬ 
gratory corridor for birds. 

The bid follows ongoing fears that 


housing could be built on the site, as 
more than 100 campaigners protested 
against St Modwens proposals to build 
80 homes on the land last year. 

Now, in the latest council Develop¬ 
ment Strategy documents, Mr Ebrey 
urges bosses to consider the conserva¬ 
tion value of the land. 

He states: “Coombeswood Wedge 
represents the last remaining true 
countryside between Halesowen and 
Birmingham and moreover it is al¬ 
ready designated as a green belt area. 

“Conservation value of the area can¬ 


not be overemphasised. Even RSPB 
argued it will be a good candidate for 
local nature reserve status or designa¬ 
tion within natural England.” 

But in response, Dudley Council say 
they propose no change at present. 
Mr Ebrey will put his argument for¬ 
ward at a three-day examination into 
the development strategy which will 
be conducted by independent plan¬ 
ning inspector Jamieson Bridgwater 
at Dudley Council House, starting on 
May 17. The inspector can recommend 
that an application be pursued. 


Country store. 

Customers will be able to order from 
the service for home delivery or for 
collection and will also be able to visit 
the in-store bistro. 

The unit will be housed in the site 
previously occupied by Toys ‘R’ Us, 
which has a multi-storey car park 
above it and convenient car parking 
and specific collections bays will be 
available for those who want to ex¬ 
plore the unit’s unique drive-in collec¬ 
tion service. 

IKEA order and collection devel¬ 
opment manager, Jack Jackson said: 
“We are really excited to be bringing 
this unique new format to Birming¬ 
ham, our first Order and Collection 
Point based in a city Centre location. 

Footfall 

“With less than five minutes from 
the three main rail stations and close 
to regional bus network hubs we want 
to make our products and services 
available to more people. 

“By introducing an order and Col¬ 
lection Point in this market we want 
to bridge the gap between online and 
in-store shopping and offer customers 
a new way to shop with IKEA.” 

Dale End is also an area of high foot¬ 
fall, due to its proximity to Bullring 
and the Colmore Business District. 

Recruitment for the team of 30 
workers has now begun, with the shop 
acting primarily as a studio to plan 


Dangers of 
concussion 
highlighted 

SCHOOLS are being urged to get in¬ 
volved in a campaign raising aware¬ 
ness of the dangers of concussion. 

The Children’s Trust, a charity for 
youngsters with brain injuries, is urg¬ 
ing teachers to download a concussion 
poster for their classrooms that show 
what to look out for from a bump on 
the head, as well as the possible long¬ 
term effects. The #ConcussionAware 
campaign has been launched as part 
of Action for Brain Injury Week, 
which ends on Sunday. 

Maria Coyle at The Children’s 
Trust said: “We are delighted to be 
backing this important campaign and 
we hope it will help teachers and par¬ 
ents understand concussion a little 
better. Many people don’t realise that 
concussion is in fact a brain injury 
and a child doesn’t have to experience 
a loss of consciousness to experience 
one.” 

To download the poster for your 
school visit www.braininjuryhub. 
co.uk/concussion 



Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
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---- s industry. 
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Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
the Midlands 
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— No deposits or 
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Club launched to rekindle memories 



Councillor Chris Bott with some of the items available in the new Memory Club at Moxley People’s Centre 


A CLUB has been launched in Wednes- 
bury for people with memory loss. 

The Memory Club takes place at 
Moxley People’s Centre in Queen 
Street, every fortnight and is aimed 
at bringing both the elderly and their 
carers together. 

A host of different activities and 
events will be organised every other 
Wednesday for people to enjoy. Af¬ 
ternoon sessions take place from 
12.30pm. 

The initiative has been set up by 
Councillor Chris Bott, who represents 
Darlaston South. 

She hopes it will be used by not only 


those with memory loss but to support 
others including people who have men¬ 
tal health problems. 

Councillor Bott said: “It has taken 
12 months to set up. 

“We plan to start it off as a fort¬ 
nightly thing to see what the uptake is 
before starting more regular sessions. 

“We are also looking to use it for 
other things such as to help other 
groups including people with mental 
health problems. 

“It’s all about getting people to¬ 
gether so they have got people to talk 
to and have a coffee. 

“A lot of the carers don’t get any¬ 


time to see anybody so it will be great 
to help them too.” Activities will in¬ 
clude bingo and scrabble to help people 
relate back to the past. 

Councillor Bott is urging people 
from across the Black Country to join 
in the sessions. 

“Anybody can come from anywhere 
and everyone is welcome,” she said. 

“We are working in partnership 
with medical centre across the road 
and the doctor is coming over to do 
health checks on the people attending 
too.” 

For more details call Councillor Bott 
on 07761 355611. 
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£29 
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36 Douglas Road 
ROWLEY REGIS B62 9HX 
Tel 0121 561 4940 

5 Hollies Court, Hollies Park Road 
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Tel 01543 573944 


Unit C f Madford Retail Park 
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°Teen in high speed chase 


A TEENAGER led police on a high¬ 
speed chase across the Black Country, 
narrowly avoiding oncoming traffic 
while travelling at up to 80mph on 
busy roads. 

Dramatic police dash-cam foot¬ 
age showed Josiah Johnson weaving 
in an out of traffic, moving onto the 
wrong side of the road, running red 
lights and travelling the wrong way 
around roundabouts. The 18-year-old, 
who had previously been banned from 
driving, even rammed an unmarked 
police car which had tried to box him 
in. Police chased Johnson’s Volkswa¬ 
gen Bora for around 20 minutes on 
roads between Cradley Heath and 
Blackheath, all of which have 30mph 


speed limits, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

The car was spotted by officers on 
patrol in an unmarked vehicle at 
around 1.30pm on April 8 and was sus¬ 
pected of being involved in criminality, 
Mr Mark Phillips, prosecuting told the 
court. But as soon as they attempted 
to get the driver to pull over he put 
his foot down. A pursuit ensued with 
Johnson speeding through red lights 
at 50mph and swapping sides of the 
road to avoid hitting other cars. 

He was eventually brought to a halt 
by police but his escape attempt was 
not over. He then set off on foot but 
was caught a short time later. Two 
other men who were in the car with 


him were never caught, the court was 
told. 

Johnson, who was said to suffer 
from Asperger syndrome, was given 
a suspended jail sentence on Monday. 
He told police had had ‘panicked’ as 
he had recently bought the car and it 
was not insured. Mr Phillips said it 
was fortunate schools were not open 
on the day. 

Johnson, of Copthall Road, Hand- 
sworth, pleaded guilty to dangerous 
driving and possession of cannabis. 
He was given a 14-month custodial 
sentence, suspended for two years. 
He was also banned from driving for 
two years and ordered to complete 120 
hours of unpaid work. 


School put in special measures 


A WEST Bromwich school has been placed in special meas¬ 
ures by Ofsted - with staff labelled as being ‘unaware’ of 
safeguarding pupils from ‘extremism or radicalisation’. 

George Salter Academy in Davey Road was ranked in¬ 
adequate by inspection chiefs in three areas of the latest 
report, with school leaders criticised over leadership and 
management. 

The report states that personal development, behaviour 
and welfare is inadequate with one of the reasons being 
that ‘most of the pupils who spoke with inspectors did not 
fully understand the risks posed by groups or individuals 
who hold extremist values, views and beliefs’. 

Leadership was also labelled as ‘weak at all levels’, 
with the report saying that ‘as a matter of urgency’ im¬ 
provements were required. It comes after the school was 
awarded £599,000 funding to upgrade it’s sports facilities 
last year following £12 million of building work. 

The report states: “Training should be provided for all 


staff in safeguarding, child protection and the potential 
risks of radicalisation and extremism.” 

Three areas of effectiveness were rated as good with pu¬ 
pils praised for making ‘good academic progress due to the 
good teaching they receive’. 

A school spokesman said: “We are pleased that the report 
highlights that the teaching and learning at the school are 
good, and that it recognises the quality of the sixth form’s 
leadership and achievement. Ofsted also finds that the out¬ 
comes for students are good, demonstrating that children 
are receiving a rounded education. 

“However, we do acknowledge that despite having strict 
safeguarding policies and procedures in place, there were 
instances where these had not been followed. We imme¬ 
diately appointed a new, highly-experienced executive 
headteacher and a new governing body, who are together 
working through a comprehensive action plan. Measures 
put in place include additional training for staff.” 


Referendum 
blamed for 
low turnout 


Sandwell bucks trend with 71 
labour seats to just one UKIP 


THE local election in Walsall was once again plagued by 
a low turnout, with the upcoming EU referendum being 
cited as part of the cause. Some Black Country wards saw 
turnouts dipping well below 20 per cent. It came on the 
back of warnings from the Electoral Reform Society that 
thousands of voters in the West 
Midlands had not registered in 
time to take part in the elections. 

The lowest overall turnout in the 
Black Country was Sandwell with 
27 per cent. In Wolverhampton it 
was 28.8 per cent, while in Walsall 
it was 30 per cent and 30.6 per cent 
in Dudley. Walsall’s Tory leader, 
Councillor Mike Bird was among 
those to bemoan the low turnouts. 
He said: “There is no doubt that 
the low turnout has not helped us 
at all.” Conservative Councillor Garry Perry, who was re¬ 
elected in the Pelsall ward in Walsall, said the low turnout 
had contributed to a poor night for the party in the bor¬ 
ough. 

He said: “It was disappointing, especially given that 12 
months ago we were in a General Election and saw turn¬ 
outs up towards the 60 per cent mark. 

“I was talking to a lot of people on the doorstep and I 
think the issue of Europe is the big one. I think maybe 
that had an effect as people were more in tune with that.” 



Councillor Mike Bird 



Staff carrying out the count last Thursday in the local election 


SANDWELL Council re¬ 
mained one of the most 
politically biased local 
authorities in the coun¬ 
try after Labour swept 
up every seat in the local 
elections. 

The party won all 24 of the 
seats contested across the 
borough in the first elections 
since the sudden death of for¬ 
mer leader Darren Cooper. 

It means Labour has 71 seats 
with UKIP providing the sole op¬ 
position. 

The party’s success at the polls 
bucked the UK trend, which saw 
Labour suffer several setbacks in 
England and huge losses in Scot¬ 
land. 

Acting council leader Steve 
Eling said: “Nationally we have 
taken some hits, but the results 
in Sandwell are very good. Our 
lowest majority is still more than 
300 and we have some council¬ 


lors with majorities of more than 
2,000. The result is testament 
to the hard work that Labour 
councillors do in Sandwell, and 
the good job we have done to pro¬ 
tect people against government 
budget cuts.” 

Last time the same set of seats 
were contested in 2012 Labour 


also won all 24, a gain of eight. 
The latter seat had been previ¬ 
ously held by Mr Cooper and was 
retained comfortably by Labour’s 
Farut Shaeen by a margin of 
2,415. 

Councillor Ian Jones landed 
his seat in Tipton Green by 937 
votes. Mr Jones had been sus¬ 


pended by the Labour Party but 
won the right to contest the elec¬ 
tions after obtaining a high court 
conjunction. Other results saw 
Sue Downing take Oldbury and 
new Labour councillor Caroline 
White win Cradley Heath and 
Old Hill. 

UKIP’s Sandwell chairman 
Pete Durnell, who contested this 
week’s police and crime com¬ 
missioner elections as well as 
the Bristnall ward for Sandwell 
Council, said it was frustrating 
for the party to form an opposi¬ 
tion with just one councillor. 

“Labour do what they like, how 
they like,” he said. “Our single 
UKIP councillor does his best, 
but being outnumbered ‘71 to 
1’, realistically can never hope to 
challenge Labour’s decision mak¬ 
ing. Plans and proposals are sim¬ 
ply ‘nodded through’, and proper 
checks and scrutiny routinely by¬ 
passed.” 

No decision has yet been made 
over the leadership of Labour. 


Jamieson wins 
convincingly to 
continue in role 

LABOUR’S David Jamieson has been 
elected to serve as the West Midlands 
Police and Crime Commissioner for a 
second term. 

He was the first choice of 49.9 per 
cent of voters and finished ahead of 
Tory candidate Les Jones, who was 
selected by 25.8 per cent. 

Mr Jamieson, a former transport 
minister under Tony Blair, first took 
up the role in August 2014 following 
the death of former Wolverhampton 
councillor Bob Jones. Following his 
re-election he will remain in post 
until 2020. 

He said: “I think that in 20 months 
in the role I have made a good start 
and made changes in a number of 
areas. The thing I want to continue 
with is recruiting. I have brought in 
400 new officers of the 450 I prom¬ 
ised - and I would have done all of 
them had the Government not cut 
the budget by a further 25 per cent. 

“There has also been the Victims’ 
Commission and things like the zom¬ 
bie knives campaign which have been 
a success.” 

Turnout at this year’s PCC elec¬ 
tions were up on previous ones. 
Across the West Midlands 581,072 
people - or 30.03 per cent of eligible 


Sandwell 

*age uk 


Age UK Sandwell 
Day Care 


^•rMrMuftr 



Day Care for older people 

Age UK Sandwell Day Centre is based in Beeches 
Road West Bromwich, and offers activities for older 
people aged 50+ including: 

• Home cooked meals by our experienced cook. 

• Exercise sessions and other physical activities 
such as Wii bowling to maintain and 
improve mobility 

• Day trips/days out 

• Quizzes and other group games 

• Support with mobility problems and personal 
care from NVQ Qualified, trained and 
experienced care workers 

• All day sessions / Transport to and from the Day 
Centre for older people with greater care needs 

• Morning or afternoon drop in sessions Full day 
care sessions are provided for older people with 
dependent or personal care needs,those with 
very poor mobility and/or have been assessed by 
Social services and offered a personal budget. 

This service costs £26.49 per day with a 
subscription charge of £7 per day for activities, 
transport and meals. Half day drop in sessions are 
also available to any older person who wishes to 
attend social activities and make new friends. 

This costs £7 per day for activities and meals. 

Taster sessions are available 

Call now on 0121 525 2499 to arrange your place. 



Volunteering with Age UK Day Care 
We are always looking for people 

who can help us at our Day Centre, making cups 
of tea, helping out in the kitchen or running an 
activity session. 

Our volunteers receive FREE training in care 
work, so if you would like to apply please 
contact us on 0121 500 1860. 

Age UK Sandwell Day Care 

1 a Beeches Road 
West Bromwich 
B70 6QE 

e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk 
10121 525 2499 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 
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Essential canal works 
are revealed by trust 

REPAIRS are to be made 
along a stretch of the Wal¬ 
sall Canal in West Bromwich 
as part of a programme of 
works to bring it back up to 
scratch. 

A historic lock will be revamped 
while brickwork will also be 
touched up along the towpath. 

The area off Ryding Green Road is 
badly in need of repair, with the parts 
of the lock degrading and brickwork 
on the towpath crumbling. 

The Canal and River Trust has re¬ 
vealed plans to start improvements to 
help protect the canalside. 

It says ‘essential repairs’ are needed 
to ‘safeguard the historic fabric’ of the 
listed lock. The series of locks that run 
alongside the canal date back to the 
mid-18th century. The damaged lock 
and canalside also poses a risk of in¬ 
jury to people passing, the group said. 

Coping 

It added a section of the chamber 
wall at the canalside would need to be 
completely rebuilt. The works would 
also include towpath side coping and 
repairs to lockside brick sheeting. 

The historic lock has become worn 
over the years, with the metal begin¬ 
ning to rust. Part of the brickwork 
surrounding it is also missing. 

A statement from the Canal and 
River Trust, presented alongside the 
plans, said: “The proposed works have 
been carefully designed to minimise 
any impact on the fabric and signifi¬ 
cance while ensuring that the canal 
remains a historical resource that can 
be accessed and enjoyed by all. 

“The principle behind the scheme is 
to improve the public and canal users’ 
safety by reducing the scope for ma¬ 
terial damage or personal injury while 
operating and passing through this 
lock.” 



Dianna Kitchens and Bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE 

KITCHENS I BEDROOMS I OFFICE FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


EVERYTHING MADE TO ORDER AT TRADE PRICES 

CALL AND DISCUSS YOUR DESIGNS WITH NO OBLIGATION 



TOP QUALITY AT TRADE PRICES 


0121 501 3555 

Unit 10 Belfont Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8DR 
www.diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
info@diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
Open To The Public 6 Days A Week Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 10 am-2 pm 



Locks are being repaired along the historic stretch of waterway 


Arena naming rights up 


THE NEC Group will be searching 
for a new naming rights partner to 
Birmingham’s Barclaycard Arena, 
formerly the National Indoor Arena 
(NIA), following the conclusion of a 
successful five-year partnership. 

The Barclaycard Arena has been a 
success since it launched in 2014 fol¬ 
lowing a £26million redevelopment. 

The award-winning venue secured 
high profile international sports 
events from the Davis Cup in 2016 
to the IAAF World Indoor Athletics 


Championships in 2018 and has at¬ 
tracted world-class entertainment 
from One Direction to Madonna. 

As part of a review of their overall 
sponsorship strategy, Barclaycard has 
decided to move away from long-term 
naming rights for the arena to create 
a brand to benefit from an association 
with a national, city centre icon which 
attracts more than 650,000 annual 
visitors. 

The arena was opened in 1991 by 
Linford Christie and since then has 


ADVERTISEMENT 



brandhall primary school nursery | Discovering a beautiful you 


u nded places available 
'>-"'Tor all who are eligible 


Brandhall 
Primary School 
provides 
a caring and 
stimulating 
nursery for 2,3 
and 4 year olds. 





We offer an 
excellent 
education, a 
welcoming 
environment and 
flexibility for all 
our parents. 


Tel: 0121 422 5336 to find out more • Brennand Road, Oldbury, B68 OSH 


SUPPLIERS OF ALL 
TYPES OF PET FOOD 

■ ALL TYPES OF 
Rjff CAGES FOR 
H| PARROTS & BIRDS * 

mmmwkl 

Y PIGEON PRODUCTS Y GRIT Y CORN Y FISH 

Y BUDGIES V RABBITS V CANARIES Y FROZEN REPTILE FOOD 

Y POULTRY FOOD Y EGG INCUBATORS V FROZEN MICE AND CHICKS 


Want to learn 
something new? 




Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AS 
TEL: 0121 565 1187 
MOB: 07462 301701 


.3metkvvick 

. Veg 


• Holiday Activities 

• School Groups 

• Adult/Children 
Group Bookings 

• Stabled & Grass 
Livery 

• DIY Livery and 
much more 


Sandwell Valley Riding Stables have 35 years 
experience with qualified staff and are 
members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Sandwell Valley Riding Centre 
Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich 
B703SU 

0121 588 2103 / 07900 188079 

www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 


For many people, 
the younger they 
look, the better 
they feel about 
themselves. 
However, age is 
an unstoppable 
process and as the 
body grows older 
so does the skin. 
Age, hormones 
,sun exposure and 
smoking can all 
cause fine lines and 
wrinkles; skin feels 
more fragile and 
less elastic. 

As we age our 
skin can become 
drier,less elastic 
and loses fat, so it 
looks less plump 
and smooth losing 
its youthful colour 
and glow. 

While all these 
changes are taking 
place gravity is also 
at work, pulling 


at the skin and 
causing it to sag. 

Dr. Tariq Mahmood 
a dental practitioner 
at Divinedentistry 
offers treatment 
to rejeuvenate 
the skin and 
wrinke reduction 
treatments. 

The clinic is one 
of the very few 
in the area to be 
registered with 
“Treatments You 


Can Trust “ the 
independent, self 
regulatory scheme 
for the benefit of 
patients 

If you would like to 
find out more and 
take the first step 
towards a new you 
then book a free 
consultation. 

0121 500 6104 

WWW. 

divinedentistry. 

co.uk 


your skin 

E. I 


r ~ *1 


fi 




Divine Dentistry, As Jen House 
1-5 Victoria St, Vest Bromwich, 
West Midi an ds B70 8ET 
012 1 500 6104 / 0772 090 2647 

www.divinedentistry.co.uk 
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SPRING] SALE 




Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too Din winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof ^25 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat ^ 

• Fitting Teams available W 

Su paLHe 

J msukum ltd 


(t&c apply, must book on first visit to get discount) 


YEARS 


!■■■! 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 



_Mo TTcu/ining Pe/i^ission needed-! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Charity warning over 
council homes sell-off 



Ian McNeice, who starred in Doctor Who as Winston Churchill, 
appears in a new Black Country film The House of Screaming Death 


A NATIONAL charity has warned 
hundreds of council homes in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire 
could be sold off to help fund 
the Government’s Right to Buy 
extension scheme, despite long 
waiting lists for properties. 

Homeless charity Shelter estimates 
1,239 properties across the region 
could be sold on the open market once 
they become vacant. The money raised 
through the sale of ‘high value’ homes 
would then be used to fund discounts 
of up to £100,000 for housing associ¬ 
ation tenants taking up the Right to 
Buy offer. 

Charity bosses say councils in the area 
will need to raise more than £130 million 
through the sale of ‘high value’ homes to 
pay for the subsidies, under an extension 
to the Right to Buy scheme, which is now 
being put through parliament as part of the 
government’s Housing and Planning Bill. 

Forced 

Shelter estimates that 451 properties in 
Wolverhampton could be sold off each year 
with the council needing to raise around 
£48.8million. 

It predicts 392 homes in Sandwell would 
go on the market to help generate £41.6m. 
In Dudley, the charity says the council 
needs to find £42.4m and could be forced to 
sell off 338 properties. There is estimated to 
be more than 20,000 people on waiting lists 
for properties across the region. 

Shelter chief executive Campbell Robb 
said: “With millions of families struggling 
to find a home they can afford, forcing 
councils to sell-off huge swathes of the few 
genuinely affordable homes they have left 
is reckless. 

“The government is out of touch on this 
issue, and running out of time to help the 
millions of ordinary people in the West Mid¬ 
lands crying out for a home that they can 
actually afford.” 


THE makers of a Black Country 
horror movie have scored a coup 
with top actor Ian McNeice set to 
star in their film. 

McNeice, who is known for ap¬ 
pearances in blockbuster horror 
films From Hell and White Noise 
as well as the likes of Doctor Who, 
Doc Martin and Game of Thrones, 
will star in The House of Screaming 
Death as a mysterious architect. 

Co-director David Hastings, aged 
33, from Bentley, said: “We shot 
his scenes in complete secrecy, and 
finally revealed him and his charac¬ 
ter in the new trailer.” 


The film is now in post produc¬ 
tion and is aiming to be released 
late this year. 

It has been set in the Manor 
House in West Bromwich and film¬ 
ing locations in the Black Country 
included well-known spots such as 
the Walsall Transport Museum. 

Shot on a budget of just £4,000, it 
involved around 100 people, includ¬ 
ing cast and crew, all of whom pro¬ 
vided their services free of charge. 

To watch the trailer go to www. 
screamingdeath.co.uk or keep up to 
date with the action on Twitter at 
@Screamin_Death 


STEAK 

AND 

LOBSTER 
EVERY DAY 



£500o FT 

TO SPEND ON WHATEVER YOU WANT 

(on top of our other great offers). 


SALES EVENT 12-16 MAY 2016 


What would you do with an extra £500 gift*? 
Hurry to our Sales Event on 12-16 May, buy a new 
Vauxhall and we'll give you a £500 gift* to spend 
on whatever you want. And yes - that's on top of 
all our other great offers. 

GO ON, YOU KNOW YOU DESERVE IT. 



COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES 


Dudley Motor Company 


01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Trindle Road 
Dudley 

West Midlands 
DY27AY 



VAUXHALL 


*Participating Retailers only. £500 Gift (including VAT) on selected models only but excludes VIVA, Corsa Sting, and Corsa Sting R. £500 gift is not given in cash. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, 
selected new vehicles ordered between 12-16 May 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refertowww.vauxhall.co.uk/saleseventorcontactyourlocal Retailer for details. Correct at time of going to press. 
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SPRING 

SALE 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

Until 5pm this Sunday you can take advantage of huge 
savings across all departments, at the Midlands' largest 
and most inspirational furniture stores. 

Take advantage of huge savings across all departments. 
Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand 
names and our many new ranges. 

Don't miss your final opportunity - 
The Spring Sale ends this Sunday 5pm! 



DI RESTA ^3 ^" ’ ■’ ercol 

LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT. 


Cousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 
Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

30 


f_ 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. 


Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 15.05.16. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or 


■e concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 
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Pioneering women who 
way for female slant to 


led the 
politics 


MEMORY LANE 


By Richard Guttridge 


THE 1918 general election 
was a groundbreaking vote as 
women went to the polls for 
the first time. 

And while the battles of the suf¬ 
fragettes to secure the vote for 
women went down in history, less 
is known about the first women 
who stood for election. 

Of the 17 women 
who contested the 
election, three 
were from the 
Black Country 
and Birmingham - 
_ meaning the West 

U Midlands provided 
more female can¬ 
didates than any¬ 
where else in the 
UK. 

Daunting 

It was a proud 
moment for Mary 
McArthur, Mar- 


Former MEP 
David Hallam, of 
Smethwick 


CKNfcRAL KLtCTION, 
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ChristAbel Pankhurst. u ii- 
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Mrs CORBEfT ASHBY 
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Part of a poster for Christabel Pankhurst’s campaign 


Mary MacArthur sets out her stall 


Family-orientated - Margery Corbett Ashby 


gery Corbett Ashby and Christobel 
Pankhurst - daughter of suffragette 
leader Emmeline - but surely a slightly 
daunting one too as they entered into 
a political scene which had previously 
been a men-only club. 

Their stories have been retold almost 
100 years on from that historic election 
by David Hallam, a former MEP from 
Smethwick, who carried out research 
as part of his Masters of Arts course at 
Birmingham University. 

While the three women were at the 
forefront of early 20th century girl 


power, the unity ended there as they 
stood for different parties. 

Mary MacArthur contested the 
Stourbridge seat, which also included 
Oldbury, Halesowen and Warley 
Woods, for Labour. 

Christobel Pankhurst stood in 
Smethwick as a Women’s Party Coa¬ 
lition Candidate. 

Margery Corbett Ashby had the 
toughest task as she took on the might 
of the Unionist electoral machine in 
Birmingham Ladywood facing Neville 


Chamberlain, who would later become 
Prime Minister. 

Just getting on the ballot paper was 
a victory in itself but it soon became 
clear their path towards the House 
of Commons would be anything but 
straightforward. 

And it wasn’t to be as all three 
women were defeated. Of the 17 
women who stood across the UK, just 
one was elected and that was in Dublin 
which was at that time still part of the 
union. 


“All three women were in their 30s 
whilst their well entrenched male op¬ 
ponents were much older, in their 40s 
or 50s.” Mr Hallam said. 


Opponents 


“All three were disappointed with 
the outcome. Both MacArthur and 
Pankhurst were tipped to win by local 
and national pundits.” 

Mary MacArthur in particular was 
given a rough ride by opposition can¬ 
didates. 


Mr Hallam said: “She was subject 
to some really sexist abuse from her 
opponents. 

“Of course, no-one thought of hav¬ 
ing female MPs. The press also made a 
big fuss about it so there was a novelty 
value. 

“But it was an unusual election. 

“Most of the troops were away on 
active service. 

“In a town like Smethwick around 
a quarter of the men would have been 
away.” 


Only one of the defeated candidates 
from the West Midlands would stand 
again as their lives took very different 
paths. 

MacArthur died soon afterwards, 
Pankhurst withdrew from politics al¬ 
together to concentrate on promoting 
her religious beliefs. 

Corbett Ashby, meanwhile, battled 
on, contesting another six elections. 

But her dream to stand as an MP 
would never be realised as she was un¬ 
successful on each occasion. 

But while the three women would 
never take their seats in Parliament, 
they were the inspiration for those 
who followed. 

Mr Hallam said: “It was something 
of an inauspicious start but it was an 
historic moment.” 

President 

Today, there are seven female MPs 
in the Black Country and Birming¬ 
ham. 

And looking further afield the 
United States could have its first 
female president later this year in 
Hillary Clinton. 

But it was a journey that was far 
from easy. 

Mr Hallam said: “Women achieved 
the vote and the right to stand for 
Parliament in 1918 and yet for nearly 
70 years afterwards never held more 
than five per cent, averaging about 25 
of the 600 or so seats in the House of 
Commons. 

“Even today there are only 148 fe¬ 
male MPs. 

“My study of those first three 
women throws some light on the re¬ 
sistance women met, and still meet, 
when putting themselves forward for 
election.” 



Foxyards 
Primary School 

Learn to live, live to learn 




FOXYARDS WRAP 
AROUND CARE 

AVAILABLE FROM 
SEPTEMBER 2016 




N >■ 


£ 16 . 


Here at Foxyards we understand that starting 
Nursery is a big step for you and your child. 

3-4 year olds can attend from 7.30am -6pm. 

• Full time qualified teacher on hand 

• Level 2 and level 3 teaching assistants 

• Key worker assigned to the wrap around children 

• Opportunity for nursery school children to meet with reception staff 
in preparation for transition the following year 

• Extensive outdoor provision including a forest area. 

We look forward to working with you and your child in September. 
For more details or to arrange an appointment call the 
Headteacher, Mrs Thomas 


Foxyards Road, Tipton, DY4 8BH 
Tel: 01384 818740 E-mail: info@foxyards.dudley.sch.uk 
www.foxyards.dudley.sch.uk 



* 


Star Employment 

services ’ ^ ^ 


YT* 
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DAY 


Thursday 19th May 2pm-7pm 
Express & Star office. 
Queens Square, Cannock, 


WS11 1EA. 


Complimentary drinks and 
cakes for those who bring 
this advert with them* 




















Jayne’s hitting the right 
note as head of HIV unit 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

JAYNE SAUNDERS 

HIV Clinical Nurse 



IT MAY NOT BE Gilbert and 
Sullivan, but for passionate 
operatic fan and commit¬ 
ted HIV Clinical Nurse Jayne 
Saunders, her work is the 
melody she lives her life by. 

What started with curiosity 
soon became a passion for Jayne, 
aged 53, from West Bromwich, as 
she became determined to cham- 
ion the work of the HIV unit at 
andwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust. 

She is challenging the stigma, and 
fighting the discrimination of HIV pa¬ 
tients that still exists, decicating the 
last 35 years of her life to the NHS. 

She explained: “I started as a staff 
nurse on the medical unit, then went 
into elderly care, and finally joined the 
sexual health team in 1995 which was 
when I started caring for HIV patients. 

Vital 

“I always had an interest in sexual 
health. When I trained at the Guest 
Hospital in Dudley, we weren’t al¬ 
lowed to casually enter the sexual 
health clinic due to strict confidenti¬ 
ality rules. However, one afternoon 
I met a ‘contact tracer’, who was re¬ 
sponsible for finding people who have 
had sex with patients who had sexu¬ 
ally transmitted infections, to per¬ 
suade them to get tested. 

“I thought this was such a vital 
task, and something so worthwhile, 
I decided to move into sexual health. 
Today my role is to look after HIV 
positive patients as part of the sexual 
health team. Two consultants, a HIV 
Specialist pharmacist, a dietician, a 
health care assistant, and myself make 
up the team, and our single goal is to 
care for our patients. 

“We do three morning clinics a 
week, and spend time in the after¬ 
noons contact tracing, finding part¬ 
ners of HIV positive patients, to invite 
them to have their children tested. It’s 
probably one of the hardest things to 
do, because parents are scared about 
having their children tested, as some¬ 
times they feel they do not want to ad¬ 
dress the possibility - but the sooner 
diagnosis is made, the sooner treat¬ 


ment can start, and with the advance 
in medicine, it may be only the matter 
of taking a pill once a day. 

“I also do home visits to see those 
who’ve been discharged from hospital, 
to let them know that we are always 
here to care for them, and to check if 
they have any concerns we can help 
with. 

“Communication is key, as often our 
patients find it challenging to speak 
to their friends and family because 
sometimes they may get an extreme 
reaction. So we spend a lot of time lis¬ 
tening to our patients’ concerns and 
making them feel comfortable. I love 
seeing patients leaving the clinic feel¬ 
ing brighter and it is truly rewarding 
to see them move on with their life 
with hope and confidence. 

“It is true that HIV can affect health 
but the stigma that society has for 
HIV affects patients’ wellbeing more. 
A popular misconception that HIV 
can be passed through sharing plates, 
cups, knives and forks is completely 
wrong. HIV can only be passed on 
through blood to blood contact, sex¬ 
ual contact or sharing needles. You 
can hold HIV positive patients’ hands, 
kiss them and share a meal with them, 
without worry. 

“It is challenging to tackle the 


stigma but it does not mean we should 
stop trying. It feels so worthwhile 
when I see people around me with 
better knowledge about the condition 
changing their attitude towards HIV 
positive individuals. 

“We also want to encourage people 
who may be affected to have the test 
to find out for sure. It is very impor¬ 
tant to get diagnosed early because a 
late diagnosis is linked with a tenfold 
increase in risk of dying within a year. 

“We’ve been working with Benjamin 
Zephaniah - one of the most famous 
poets in Britain, to run the campaign 
‘HIV - 3 letters, not a sentence! People 
often think that if they have HIV, they 
will die very soon but in fact, they can 
live up to 40-50 years as long as they 
take the medication and have a good 
diet.” 

In her spare time, Jayne enjoys am¬ 
ateur operatics. She has been singing 
since she was 16 and finds the theatre 
helps to balance her mind after work. 
She lives with her partner and two 
children. Jayne also likes to knit and 
she is very happy to do so for charity. 
She said: “I often knit little jumpers 
and hats and send them to less devel¬ 
oped communities in Africa. They are 
small gestures but I know they make a 
difference to the babies and children.” 


^CHRISTOPHER’S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 


Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. 
They work with them through challenges many parents will never 
encounter - and reap rewards they may never experience. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after children 
and young people since 1870. Foster with us and you become part of 
a skilled and dedicated team looking after children who are unable 
to live with their families. We provide full training and support and 
pay an allowance of at least £400 a week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or call the number below 
to speak with one of our friendly team. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 
tin @stchris1870 


Caring for children and young people since 187 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


Make Your Wil 



Only £ 85.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to gfr) 

A home visit at a convenient tii 

For information and appointmem call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshij^Trusts 

Writers 

Good Legal Services Ltd 



Al 




WARWICK BUiliCHERS 


Great Bridge Wacky Prices 



69 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF 0121 520 7358 
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Post office 
outlet shuts 
for revamp 

A BRANCH post office in 
Coseley is to close for two 
weeks this month for a ma¬ 
jor revamp which will see 
opening hours afterwards 
extended. 

The service at Coseley 
Post Office at Castle Street, 
Coseley, will open for an 
extra five hours a week 
when it relaunches. 

The branch will shut on 
Tuesday, May 10, for the 
redesign. The new-style 
service will be launched at 
lpm on May 24. 

During its closure, ser¬ 
vices can be accessed at 
Hurst Hill Post Office at 
110 Hurst Hill, Bilston or 
Princes End Post Office, 
155 High Street, Princes 
End, Tipton. 

Area manager Caroline 
Pritchard said: “This mod¬ 
ernisation is part of a major 
investment programme, 
and will secure services for 
the future.” 

AGM raises 
charity cash 

MEMBERS who voted at 
the Tipton and Coseley 
Building Society’s recent 
annual general meeting 
helped raise hundreds of 
pounds for Black Country 
charities. 

For every online, branch 
and postal AGM vote re¬ 
ceived, the Tipton pledged 
to donate money to its 
charitable foundation. 

In total 3,340 votes were 
cast this year, up almost 
three per cent on last year, 
which means the society 
will award more than £700 
to the foundation to help 
local causes. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Tracy's trials as she fights 
to beat viral meningitis 


MENINGITIS is a word to strike fear into all our hearts. 
And for 37-year-old Tipton mother Tracy Ashfield, who 
was struck down by the viral form of the disease, it’s 
long-lasting side-effects that no-one predicted. 

When she first became ill, she had no idea what was happen¬ 
ing. Her first symptom had been ‘an immense headache’ which 
was followed by dizziness and sensitivity to light. 

After seeking advice at a phar- 
macy, it was believed she was suf- Bf n63til6 L3TQ6 
fering from a migraine but then 


her condition quickly worsened 
and she collapsed. She was taken 
to hospital where she was given a 
lumbar puncture and treated for 
bacterial meningitis. 

When medical staff realised 
she was in fact suffering from the 
viral form of the disease she was 
allowed home telling her it would 
go away by itself in two weeks. 

But almost 18 months later, 
Tracy, who is married to husband 
Mark and has a five-year-old 
daughter Liberty, is still tackling 
the long road to recovery. She 
also suffers from ‘brain fog’ and 
her speech has been affected. 

“Every time I think I’m getting 
better and starting feel normal, 
I collapse and suffer the same 
symptoms again. I wake up each 
day not knowing whether it’s 
going to be a good day or a bad 
day. After speaking to Meningitis 
Now, I have discovered this re¬ 
lapsing is normal. They are called 
‘echoes’. There’s still not a lot 
known about viral meningitis and 
that has been one of the hardest 
things because when I was first in 


hospital, no-one seemed to know 
what to do,” said bank worker 
Tracy. 

At the moment she takes one 
day at a time, relying on her ‘fan¬ 
tastic’ support network of family 
and friends. She is not yet ready 
to return to work, having previ¬ 
ously attempted to before suffer¬ 
ing a relapse, but she hopes to 
soon. 

Tracy, who has been support¬ 
ing Meningitis Now’s fourth Viral 
Meningitis Week, which runs 
until Sunday, said: “I’ve had sup¬ 
port through the helpline when 
no-one else would or could under¬ 
stand and one of the local support 
team has spoken to me on a num¬ 
ber of occasions. It helps to know 
there are people out there going 
through the same thing.” 

The freephone Meningitis Now 
Helpline is0808 80 10 388; email - 
helpline@meningitisnow.org 

The charity provides a range of 
free services for sufferers of viral 
meningitis, including funding 
complementary therapies, coun¬ 
selling and peer support. 



Tracy Ashfield, of Tipton, who has suffered with viral meningitis and had support from Meningitis Now 


Bowie’s 
gift for 
Blinders 



Bowie - musical bequest 


ROCK star David Bowie 
granted the creator of TV 
gangster drama Peaky 
Blinders permission to use 
his music just days before 
his death. 

The singer was such a 
fan of the BBC Two series, 
filmed at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum, in 
Tipton Road, that he sent 
Birmingham-born writer 
and director Steven Knight 
his last album prior to its 
release. 

Bowie released Black- 
star days before he died of 
cancer in January. Knight 
explained to Radio Times 
that a senior executive 
from Bowie’s record label 
had arrived at his house 
with the album. He said: 
“Then on the following 
Tuesday we heard that 
he’d passed away.” 

The singer had also 
contacted the show’s star, 
Cillian Murphy. “He sent a 
photo of himself with razor 
blades in his cap to Cillian 
about a year ago,” Knight 
said, adding: “He was a 
big, big fan.” 

The stylish crime thriller 
has become an interna¬ 
tional hit and the third se¬ 
ries arrived on TV screens 
last Thursday. 



★ Interior/Exterior 
Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of 
Plastering 
And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & 
Guttering 

★ Roof Repairs & 
Re-pointing 

★ Pressure washing 

★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


1*1 

mmmn 

VEHICLE 

SERVICES 

to 

I MOT and Service Centre 1 


9 H 0^.0 cm? 

MOT and Service Centre 

MOTs £30 
No retest fee 

Interim Service 
and MOT 

from £85 plus VAT 

SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 




'tisut 


5 Venture Business 
Park, Bloomfield Rd, 
Tipton DY4 9DB 


Tel: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 

Mob: 07889 018517 www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

MULDERS supplies 


ID 

- building 
landscaping 
& plumbing 
materials 


uiuwu.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk 

Deiiuery auaiiabie call now 

0121 556 0496 


Bagnall street, ocher Hill, 
Tipton. DV4 0EQ 


Do you live in Tipton, Wednesbury, 

West Bromwich, Dudley, Smethwick, Bearwood 
Yew Tree Walsall, Tividale,Rowley Regis, 
Oldbury or Great Barr? 

Do you need 
extra care and 
support at 
home? 

Have you 
worked, or 
would you like 
to work in the 
personal 
care area? 

Yes, then call us now on 0121 557 3649 / 07889 018517 

Personal care in your own home from 7am -10pm 

BREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER WASH AND 
DRESS EVENING TIME BEDTIME VISIT 


wtTT Vf mw 

CRAFT GIFT CHARITY DOG SHOW 

Sunday 15th May 12 noo n_- 3 pm 

4* a EE 

ADMISSION W+J% 
for humans 

m 


£2.00 per dog to enter 
In aid of Pets as Therapy 


^Brook Street Communitj^Centre, Brook Street, Tifjton DY4 9DD. 



SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE g ^ 

0121 522 3332 V 




07964 220937 


ROWAN TREE 
& GARDEN 
SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon 
Specialist 

*Stump Grinding/Root 
Removal 

"Hedges Pruned/Shaped 
"Jungles Cleared/Full 
Landscapes 
"Fencing "Turfing 
"Concreting 
"Driveways & Patios 
"Plus Much More 
Call Now For a No 
Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority 
Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance 
(£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP 
OF COMPANIES 
















































































Fashion show is 
simply hair-raising 



Beauty Therapy student Anastasia Krjuckova, aged 17, mod¬ 
els a landmark style inspired by the Spanish Steps of Rome 

CREATIVE students at Sandwell College took to the cat- 
walk to show off their flair for hairdressing in an out of 
this world show. 

The NVQ Level 3 group organised and produced a cat- 
walk display of hairstyles from straight-talking cuts to the 
avant garde. 

Styles inspired by world landmarks such as Sydney Har¬ 
bour Bridge, the Great Sphinx of Giza and the Empire 
State Building featured on stage alongside fantasy and fu¬ 
turistic designs by hair and media students, building up to 
a grand finale procession. 

Beauty therapy students designed the make-up, pho¬ 
tography students took publicity pictures and dance stu¬ 
dents choreographed performances. Technical theatre 
students also provided sound, lighting and music, and stage 
managed the whole production. 

Lecturer Claire Monk said: “The students planned, ar¬ 
ranged and evaluated the whole show themselves, and they 
have been working hard since September to make sure 
everything went successfully.” 


Attack with 
knife after 
comment 
on Obama 


A MAN launched a frenzied knife attack on 
his friend, leaving him ‘petrified’, after he 
made a comment about Barack Obama, a 
court heard. 

Roy Beckford swiped wildly Jamie Scott with an 
eight-inch kitchen knife - and after connecting three 
times with his face said coolly: “Don’t get blood on 


the chair.” 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told the at¬ 
tack ended as quickly as it 
had started at Beckford’s 
Smethwick home on Febru¬ 
ary 19. Mr Scott, said to be 
a long-time friend of Beck- 
ford’s, was left fearing for 
his life as the 39-year-old 
came at him with the blade. 

Punched 

The attack was prompted 
by an apparently innocuous 
comment Mr Scott had made 
about the US President 
singing on a TV programme 
they were watching. 

Mr Marc Davies, prose¬ 
cuting, said: “The defendant 
came over and punched him 
to the face. He connected 
with his left hand to the side 
of his face. 

“The defendant was be¬ 
coming increasingly angry 
and stormed into the 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

kitchen to get a large knife 
-eight to nine inches with a 
sharp point. 

“He was lashing out with 
the knife, striking his left 
thigh. Mr Scott described 
himself as petrified.” 

The victim was left with 
a 10cm cut across his fore¬ 
head and a 3cm cut above 
his eyebrow. Beckford then 
suddenly became calm and 
sat down next to his terri¬ 
fied friend, Mr Davis said. 

Mr Robert Cowley, de¬ 
fending, said class A drugs 
had been ‘an issue’ in Beck- 
ford’s life. 

Beckford, of Windmill 
Lane, Cape Hill, pleaded 
guilty to assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm and was 
jailed to 27 months. A five- 
year restraining order ban¬ 
ning him from contacting 
the victim was also imposed. 
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GLindi 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 

Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 


Visit our Factory Showroom: 
Albert Street, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: 

• Bearwood Indoor Market 





LOCAL 
MUSIC 
SHOP 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
REPAIRS LESSONS 
1000’S OF MUSIC BOOKS 
• WE BUY AND SELL GUITARS 

Tel: 0121 439 9662 


COMPLETE KITCHENS 
AND BATHROOMS 


Rookstarguitar.co.uk 
28 Oldbury Road, 
Blaokheath B65 OJN 
(by Wilko’s Carpark) 
www.rockstarguitar.co.uk 
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Quality Kitchens and Bathrooms, 
Designed, Supplied & Installed. 
Our service includes: 

Plumbing, Tiling, 

Electrics, Plastering, 

Decorating 

A COMPLETE service from initial 
design through to completion with 
many references available. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Discounts For Large Projects 

Call: 0121 429 1586 or 
07415 787526 

Ask For Chris 


C&N Property Refurbishments 



Retirement Apartments 

FOR RENT IN SMETHWICK AND HARBORNE 

• Self-cuntdlr»«J l bed apartments with Building Manager service 

• F<x couples Of single people aged over 60 or with a cfcsebticy 

• Plenty of storage; central heating; double glaring; shower 

• Cooker and frkJge-freezer provided in modern kitchen 

• Lifts, free launderette; pleasant wed-maintained gardens with pato 

• 24 hour emergency response service, 365 days per year 

• Weekly payments include heating end water - no winter b< wurne* 

• Coffee mornings; afternoon tea, bmgo. him nights, day trips and 

other excfbnq activities. 

If you are looking for somewhere welcoming, safe and secure and you 
have a low income, contact us to find out more. 


Tel: 0121 426 1600 


Small: Gllt.R»gt>yBhplr.o«ig.ufc 
Write: HPLC 10* Court Oak Road, Birmingham, B17 9AA 
Web; www.hp4c.org.uk 



Linear iT^VmTv (HPIC) cwr u rrwvapn 
/VUivy rtv rpwhvj .VCS.oftv? 
JfmJ /fJrflurW' i\ax <0W»» A*x%vV\r MTWIV» iXM 
vr AV »nr>r* ht apt <Y omt 
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I ^Hubornt 
Charity 


^SPRING IS HEREIN 

Is your Property due a Spring Clean? 


At BTF Cleaning we specialise in external cleaning of: 

» DRIVEWAYS JET WASHED 

> WEED KILLED/RESANDED 

> PATIOS REGROUTED 

> CONCRETE IMPRINT RECOLOURED AND SEALED 

> ALL UPVC PROFESSIONALLY CLEANED 

> CONSERVATORIES/ORANGERIES VALETED 

> GUTTERS/FACSIAS/SOFFITS WASHED AND 
CLEANED OUT 

> WINDOW FRAMES DEEP CLEANED 
AND BOUGHT BACK TO NEW 




CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 

West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 Mob: 07979 211302 
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Gemini Designs U pholstery 

Now stockists of Celebrity Furniture 

Specialists in 
Riser Rediner 
Chairs and 
Reclining Settees 
Full re-upholstery 
W service available 



Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane Halesowen, 

West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Telephone: 0121 559 7143 

Email: sales@geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 
www.geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 
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Gung-ho! for bouncy fundraising action 



Participants will be tackling the course of inflatables, in aid of charities, at Sandwell Valley next month 


A GIANT bouncy assault course will appear at Sandwell costs £40 per entry, and if thrill-seekers want to help raise 
Valley when it hosts a Gung Ho! 5km run for sporty money, Gung Ho! has two charity partners - Acorns Chil- 
thrill-seekers. dren’s Hospice or BBC Children In Need. 

Liverpool-based entertainment company Gung Ho! is The Gung Ho! course features Europe’s largest inflata- 
running the fun day on Saturday June 18 at the beauty ble slide and nine other massive inflatables which runners 
spot, giving runners the chance to put a bit of bounce in have to navigate their way through. 

their day. To find out more, or to sign up for the Gung Ho! chal- 

Fitness enthusiasts can sign up for the event, which lenge, go to www.begung-ho.co.uk/events. 


Alicia jumps to it for third 



f » *4 


Alicia Stevens 


A STUDENT from a Darlaston school 
has bounced her way to winning third 
place in the Walsall schools’ trampo- 
lining competition. 

Alicia Stevens, who is in year nine at 
Grace Academy Darlaston, competed 
against 40 students from three other sec¬ 
ondary schools in the area. 

It was the first time that a student from the 
academy had entered the competition. Alicia, who 
gave an outstanding performance, said: “It was 


good to be involved because it was a good experi¬ 
ence. It was a chance to take part in a competition 
with other schools to see how I would get on.” 

Lynsey Stevenson, PE teacher, from Grace 
Academy Darlaston added: “This was a really big 
achievement because Alicia was up against other 
students who compete at club level and who train 
up to three times a week or more. 

“It was exceptional to achieve third place as she 
only trains in trampolining once a week at the 
end of her gym club sessions. Everyone’s really 
proud of her and we are excited to have entered.” 


Admissions 
to hospital 
spark calls 
on obesity 


THE number of hospital admissions due to 
obesity in the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire has increased by more than 30 per 
cent, new figures reveal. 

Statistics show there were 360 admissions to the 
region’s hospitals in 2014/15 where obesity was the 
main reason for a person being admitted or was a 


secondary factor. 

This was up from 270 dur¬ 
ing the previous 12 months 
- an increase of around 33 
per cent - according to the 
report from the Health and 
Social Care Information 
Centre (HSCIC). It mirrors 
the national picture which 
has seen a record number of 
admissions due to obesity. 

Highest 

In the Black Country, 
Sandwell saw the highest 
number of people admit¬ 
ted because of their weight 
in 2014/15 with 73 cases 
recorded. There were 41 in 
Wolverhampton, 36 in Wal¬ 
sall and 34 in Dudley. There 
were 106 patients admitted 
in Staffordshire during the 
12-month period. 

Across the country there 
were 440,288 admissions 
to hospitals in 2014/15. Of 
these, 3,357 were for chil¬ 
dren aged under 16 com- 


By Heather Large 

pared withl,506 in 2004/05. 

Izzi Seccombe, commu¬ 
nity well-being spokesman 
for the Local Government 
Association, which rep¬ 
resents councils with a 
responsibility for public 
health, said: “These are 
extremely worrying figures 
that illustrate the scale of 
the challenge we face in the 
fight against obesity.” 

The National Child 
Measurement Programme 
revealed in January that 
around 36 per cent - around 
23,500 - of Year 6 children 
in the region are obese or 
overweight, above the na¬ 
tional average of 33.2. 

In Wolverhampton, 26.3 
per cent of Year 6 children 
were classed as obese, with 
24.5 in Sandwell, 24.4 in 
Walsall 24.3 in Dudley. 


Tackling wasps’ 
nest leads to fire 





White Watch crews in attendance at the fire in the 
roof space in Fletcher Road 


THERE was a sting in the tail for a Willenhall family after 
attempts to smoke out a wasps’ nest. 

Fire crews were called to deal with a blaze at the prop¬ 
erty after the attempt to tackle the nest went up in smoke 
- literally. 

West Midlands Fire Service received reports at 6am on 
May 2 of a fire in a utility space at a property on Fletcher 
Road, Willenhall. 

Firefighters from Bloxwich and Willenhall stations at¬ 
tended. They used a hose reel jet to tackle the flames which 
ended up causing around five per cent damage to the ga¬ 
rage where the utility room was. 

A Fire Service spokesman said: “It looks as if the family 
or someone there was trying to smoke a wasps’ nest in the 
flat roof above a utility room. 

“We were called at 6am and crews from Bloxwich and 
Willenhall attended. 

“We used one hose reel jet to tackle the fire. It was de¬ 
scribed as a small fire which caused approximately five per 
cent damaged to the garage.” 


TITFORD BOAT RALLY 

Titford Pump House, Engine Street, 
rKJj* Oldbury B69 4NL 

Elflni 14th & 15th May 2016 11am-5pm 


Craft Stalls 



BRING ALL THE FAMILY I 
Birmingham Canal Navigations Society 
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Kidz 

Zones* 
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Kidz Zone Whitsun 
Holiday Camp 
31st May - 3rd June 

Take part in a variety of activities including multi sports, dance, 
art, cooking and many more 
8:30 till 3:30 - £15 per day or £80 for the week 
8:00 till 5:30 - £20 per day or £80 for the week 
Trip on Wednesday 1st June at an additional cost* 

Book your child a place now on 0121 552 2006 or 
email kidzzone@complefekidz.co.uk 




Cj Ofsted 


CHRONICLE 


Complete Kidz, Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick BGG 1RB 


Stuck for a gift for 

Father 

DayP 

If you’ve had your picture taken by 
one of our photographers 
then check out our personalised 

online gifts 


View images and order now at: 
photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5prr | 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 









































































































Yak attack with 
a savage debut 



Brutal and passionate - Wolverhampton’s Yak featuring ON Burslem (centre) 


by Leon Burakowski 


COMPRISING two Wulfruni- 
ans (singer/guitarist ON 
Burslem and bassist Andy 
Jones) and a Kiwi (drummer 
Elliot Rawson), Yak make an 
impressive noise on their de¬ 
but album Alas Salvation. 

If you thought Royal Blood were 
raw and raucous, prepare to be blown 
away by Yak’s savage, passionate, bru¬ 
tal blast. Is there something that makes 
Wolves folks want to roar because the 
city’s other big noise God Damn are 
also ear-shreddingly intense, but even 
they can’t match this trio’s hard-hitting 
approach. That’s apparent right from 
the start with screamo headbanger 
Victorious (National Anthem). 

There are contrasts, Take It begins 
wistfully before upping the ante from 
psychedelic reverie to grinding riff, 
while Please Don’t Wait For Me recalls 
Blue Jay Way from The Beatles’ Magi¬ 
cal Mystery Tour. 

Use Somebody is a punk-grunge 
garage rocker of the first order and the 
energy on the melodic swagger of Har¬ 
bour The Feeling could grab the atten¬ 
tion of traditional rock fans, as could 
the twangy and explosive Smile. 

Doo Wah is like a collision between 
The Velvet Underground and The Fall. 
However, Hungry Heart should be 
their anthem with ON in declamatory 
form with a snarl of a vocal worthy of 
John Lydon. The fact that ON looks like 
a young Mick Jagger will do them no 
harm either. 

Gloomy but kind of glorious, Dub¬ 
lin’s September Girls utilise stark surf 
guitar, reverb and grinding riffs to po¬ 
tent effect on The Age of Indignation. 
The indignation is a feminist response 


to life in Ireland, apparent on Jaw on 
the Floor and the angry Catholic Guilt. 
They use the swirling power of psych 
rock to pack a political, socially aware 
punch on a significant second album, 
particularly the incendiary title track 
taking the worst aspects of social me¬ 
dia to task. 

September Girls are in concert with 
Telegram at Birmingham’s 02 Acade¬ 
my 3 on Tuesday night. 

Scottish indie rockers Travis still 
jangle nicely, and frontman Fran Healy 
croons pleasantly, much as they did in 
the immediate post-Brit Pop era when 
the Glaswegian quartet had hits with 
Driftwood, Why Does It Always Rain 
On Me, Turn and Sing. 

Eighth album Everything At Once 
has typically Travis melodic and melan¬ 
choly upbeat songs that should please 
the fans, such as What Will Come and 
arm-waving anthem Animals. There 
is some progression, the twitchy title 
track is fresh and Mancunian song¬ 
stress Josephine Oniyama guests on 
Idlewild. 

Travis are in concert at the 02 Acad¬ 
emy in Birmingham tonight (Thursday). 


The return of Minnesota’s The Jay- 
hawks should be celebrated by fans of 
alt-rock and Americana. Formed in the 
mid-80s, they sound as good as ever 
on Paging Mr Proust, first album in 
five years from the outfit led by singer, 
guitarist and songwriter Gary Louris. 

The jangling, earnest Quiet Corners 
& Empty Spaces will warm the heart 
of any fan of The Byrds, Lemonheads 
or REM (whose Peter Buck produces). 
Lovers Of The Sun has a hazy Califor¬ 
nian vibe, Leaving The Monsters Be¬ 
hind recalls The Band and Love, while 
The Devil Is In His Eyes is a rugged 
country rocker with mouth organ, har¬ 
monies and Crazy Horse style guitar. 

There is a definite feel of the 1980s 
about Cut And Paste, the debut from 
young Londoner Oscar (Scheller). It is 
most apparent on The Human League- 
like punchy synth driven single Some¬ 
times, featuring vocals from Florence 
Van Camerkj to contrast with Oscar’s 
rich dark baritone. Maybe it’s the voice 
but he also reminded me of Black on 
the reggae-flavoured Good Things and 
Only Friend, which features harmonies 
from Marika Hackman. 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 

I/Ve offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 




★ CLUTCHES * GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS ^ 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

^ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 




0 Hotpoint 


_ Electrical 

jrsmeg T Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone 01 21 505 6108 

Open Monday-Saturday 
9.00am-6.30pm 




VISA 


Hfww.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 



FLOOR TILING 


Miller 


In Conjunction With 
Wednesbury Kitchens 
& Bathrooms 


Very Reliable 


efims© 


number 


QDEfDB 


WALKER MEATS 

Wednesbury’s Family Butchers 


Amazing Quality and Value 


Our famous Silverside Beef 

The way beef used to taste 

£3.49 lb 

5kg (approx 20pc) 
chicken Breast Fillets 

£20 

2 Pork Leg Joints 

£5 

21b Fresh English Lamb Loin Chops 

£6 

3 Fresh Chickens 

£6 

Half Boneless Pork loins from 

£6 

Sirloin and Ribeye steaks 4 fOT £10 8 fOT £15 


Come in store to experience our great range of fresh and frozen 
products, our original mix and match 
3 for £10 range; Bacon, Sausage and more 

Walker Meats, 2 + 3 Union Street, Wednesbury 
WS10 7HD. Tel: 0121 502 5522 

TRADE AND CATERING CUSTOMERS WELCOME 
E2Ej]^||ki[*^K2EO CARD PAYMENTS WELCOME 


L* ' - 


i K f\ 

*y 


Yew 

Tree 








Yew Tree Nursing Home 
FAMILY FUN DAY AND DOG SHOW 


^ In Aid of Mary Steven's Hospice Charity 

Saturday 18th June 2016/nf 

* ' 11am to 4pm 

DOG SHOW CLASSES: 

Best Trick 11,30am 

Waggiest Tail 12.00pm, Prettiest Dog 12.30pm 
Best Puppy 1.30pm Best Veteran 2.00pm 
Best Fancy Dress 2.30pm Best in Show 3.00pm 

♦ Entry £5 per dog ♦ All proceeds to the charity. 

♦ Prize includes Rosette and Treats for the Dog 




Stallholders Wanted £10 per stall contact Vicky Mills on 01562 710 809 
option 2 or email Vicky@yewtreenursinghome.co.uk for further information. 
j|l All proceeds from stalls will go to the charity. 

jjjl Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX Tel: 01562 710809 
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Charity no 517656 
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Out & About 



The latest brewery to open to the public is De Koninck Brew-tiful - the famous Stella Artois Brewery 


Light up your life - a view of Antwerp at night 


Beer we go with tour 
of famous breweries 


I’M about to sample my first beer 
of the day and it’s not even lunch¬ 
time. 

Drinking alcohol in the morning is 
usually frowned upon but I have an 
excuse, having just completed a tour of 
Palm Breweries in Belgium. 

The country may be famous for its 
chocolates but it appears to be just 
as enthusiastic about its beer, and a 
number of breweries offer tourists the 
chance to see how Belgium’s famous 
ales are made. 

Palm Breweries in Steenhuffel is a short 
drive from the city of Antwerp and produces 
a dozen different types of beer, including 
the US favourite Rodenbach and a red fruit 
ale called Rosso. 

“Brewing beer is chemistry,” the tour 
guide says as we roam around a production 
line, before taking a seat at the bar to see 
the end results. 

While arguably Belgium’s most famous 
beer export, Stella Artois is considered a 
strong lager in the UK, but most of its rivals 
in Belgium have an alcohol content above 
five per cent. 

After sinking my third variety of Palm 
beer, I take a taxi to the city of Mechelen to 
meet local beer expert Sofie Vanrafelghem. 
Sofie is a zythologist who has studied the 
history of beer-making, and holds events to 
show how different kinds of ales can compli¬ 
ment certain foods. 

She also founded the Women and Beer 
movement to tackle people’s preconceptions 
about the drink. 

“My whole life revolves around beer,” 
she says at her Women and Beer workshop. 
Beer is surrounded by lots of prejudices, 
like beer is fattening. Not true. Beer’s not 
healthy. Not true. Women wouldn’t drink 
beer with me, so I thought, ‘How can I 
change that?”’ 

Sofie claims that regular beer drinkers 
have a ‘really good bone structure’ and a 
25cl glass of Pilsner has fewer than 110 cal¬ 
ories. Researchers have also discovered peo¬ 
ple who drink beer live longer,” she adds. 

This is music to my ears. However, she is 
keen to point out that drinking Belgium’s 
strong beers should be done in moderation. 

One of the more unusual places visitors 


HOLIDAYS 


By David Mercer 


can enjoy a beer is at the top of St Rumbold’s 
Tower, part of the cathedral in Mechelen. At 
97 metres high, and more than 500 steps 
to the top, it’s a workout to reach the sum¬ 
mit of the Unesco world heritage site, but 
the effort is well worth it for the excellent 
and almost endless views of Mechelen and 
northern Belgium. 

The company behind one of the country’s 
most popular beers, Duvel, has also opened 
its doors to visitors for a behind-the-scenes 
tour of its brewery in the rural town of 
Puurs, based just outside of Antwerp. Its 
most popular beer, with an alcohol strength 
of 8.5 per cent, is served in a glass called a 
bolleke. 

Cheese 

The tour is popular among men and 
women, with one hen party clearly enjoying 
the opportunity to sample some of Duvel’s 
products. 

Everyone is well behaved though, and vis¬ 
itors are treated to cheese and beer at the 
end of the tour. 

The latest brewery to open up to the pub¬ 
lic is De Koninck in Antwerp. Its interactive 
tour includes a simulated van drive through 
the city and an amusing bar scene where 
the brewery’s past owners bicker among 
themselves as they explain the company’s 
history. 

For those needing to soak up some of that 
beer, Graanmarkt 13 Restaurant in Ant¬ 
werp offers creative dishes from chef Seppe 
Nobels, one of the Flemish Kitchen Rebels. 

The Rebels are 25 top chefs who are all 
under the age of 35 and have a passion for 
Flemish gastronomy and innovative food. 
Many of the restaurant’s dishes are made 
with vegetables grown in its very own gar¬ 
den. 

While Brussels and Bruges are already 
popular Belgian destinations, Antwerp, 
Mechelen and its many breweries are per¬ 
fect for any beer lover. 



You can even enoy a beer at the top of St Rumbold’s tower in Mechelen 


Masterchef quality served up at an 18 th century manor 


HAVING been a follower of Masterchef: 
The Professionals since it started in 
2008 I began to watch the 2015 series 
with my usual degree of interest. 

I was immediately impressed with 
Mark Stinchcombe, so much so that I 
Googled his name. 

I found that he and his wife were a duo 
of head chefs at Eckington Manor. 

Of course, his performance has made 
the restaurant a very popular destina¬ 
tion, and therefore a little difficult to get 
in, especially at weekend. 

The Manor, until 2004, was a run¬ 
down farm, bought and restored by Judy 
Gardner who set up a cookery school. 

The business has grown, especially 
with the arrival of Mark and his then 
The Manor has been tipped for a Michelin star partner, Sue, who is now Mrs Stinch¬ 



combe, some two years ago. There’s an 
attractive bar area, where pre-dinner 
drinks came accompanied by a truffled 
cream-cheese dip, before we were shown 
to the upstairs restaurant. 

An interesting amuse-bouche of celer- 
iac, with raisin and Brie, was served with 
cheese foccacia and fennel bread. 

We both had the confit guinea-fowl ter- 
rine, with turnip, golden raisin and mus¬ 
tard seeds. This was a delicate balance of 
textures and tastes. 

My main course of Eckington Manor 
rib-eye of beef and braised shin, with 
caramelised onion, wild mushrooms 
and red wine jus was a beautifully con¬ 
structed dish. My wife’s seabass, braised 
fennel, prawn tortellini and roasted 
lemon, which was the undoubted star on 


the plate, was a great delight. We both 
settled on the rhubarb souffle, ginger¬ 
bread ice-cream and rhubarb juice for 
our desserts. The lightness of the souffle 
and the sharpness of the rhubarb juice, 
contrasting with the richness of the ice¬ 
cream, made a very satisfactory finale to 
a dinner of exceptional quality. 

The food and drinks bill was about 
£150, which may be good value for the 
Eckington Manor experience, especially 
as many diners are tipping the restau¬ 
rant for Michelin star recognition. 

Our room, though small, had a com¬ 
fortable bed and an en-suite with walk-in 
shower. There was also an array of toilet¬ 
ries. Breakfasts, made from high-quality, 
locally produced ingredients, were first 
class. By JERALD SMITH 


Archaeology 
team to dig 
into history 
of Clent Hills 

NATIONAL Trust and Wolverhampton Archaeology 
Group are teaming up to discover more about the his¬ 
tory of the Clent Hills. 

Every Sunday until June 26 a team of archaeologists 
will be investigating the site and exploring unusual 
landscape features to get a better understanding of 
how they were made. 

The main focus of the work will be on the ruins of 
Hill Cottage, sometimes referred to as the Ranger’s 
Cottage, which is in the valley behind the Four Stones. 

The cottage was once a destination in its own right, 
selling teas to the many day-trippers that flocked to 
the Hills during the first half of the twentieth century. 

The National Trust thinks that this cottage was built 
at some point in the late 1700s, but there is evidence to 
suggest that people lived on that site as far back as the 
Early Medieval Period. 

Visitors on those Sundays will be able to visit the dig 
site, talk to the archaeologists, handle some finds and 
have a chance to be an archaeologist themselves. 

There are a vast network of walking trails to enjoy 
around the Clent Hills, including part of the North 
Worcestershire Way. Dogs are also welcome at the 
Clent Hills and there is a picnic area at Nimmings 
Wood car park and a cafe at Nimmings Wood car park 
but is closed on Mondays. A walks leaflet is available 
from the cafe and at the entrance to Nimmings Wood 
car park 

Simon Barker, National Trust Wildlife and Coun¬ 
tryside Consultant, said: “The outdoor spaces at the 
places we care for are just as important as the buildings 
and interiors. 

“They offer a variety of habitats for native wildlife 
and plants and we actively manage many of these areas 
to benefit the flora and fauna that live there. For ex¬ 
ample, at Clent Hills we maintain the woodlands and 
restore areas of open acid grassland so that it continues 
to attract a variety of birdlife. 

As well as resident species and regular summer vis¬ 
itors, the hilltops of Clent are good places to see rarer 
migrant species such as Ring Ouzel (aka the mountain 
blackbird) and Wheatear as they stop off on these high 
points en route to their breeding sites.” 

For more information about the history days contact 
clenthills@nationaltrust.org.uk or call Laura Smart, 
Visitor Experience Manager, on 01562 712 822. 

Entries rolling 

in for Festival 
of Transport 

ENTRIES have been rolling in for a transport show 
which will feature a range of modern and classic ve¬ 
hicles. 

More than 60 vehicles have already been booked to 
go on display at the second Market Drayton Festival 
of Transport. 

It will be held on Palethorpes’ site in the town on 
August 21, from 10am until 4pm. 

Organiser Nathan Shore said: “There will be all sorts 
of vehicles; modern, classic and vintage. 

“There will be cars, tractors, trucks, bikes - basically 
anything with a wheel. 

“We have had a good response of people entering 
their vehicles with over 60 cars booked for 2016 already 
and entries are still piling in. 

“There will be local caterers with a selection of dif¬ 
ferent foods, from Mexican food to hot dogs and ice 
cream. 

“We have loads of entertainment for the kids, with 
puppet shows and a fairground as well as trade stalls.” 

Last year’s inaugural event raised £5,000 for Ward 
23 for haemotology and oncology at the Royal Shrews¬ 
bury Hospital to purchase pulse oximeters. 

Mr Shore said: “Money raised this year will once 
again be donated to Ward 23. We are aiming to buy 
equipment like last year so we can see what our efforts 
and people’s generosity goes towards. 

“We are not sure on the equipment as we are still in 
talks with the ward manager.” 

He added: “The idea for the event came about be¬ 
cause my dad, Wesley Shore, used to have a 1953 vin¬ 
tage truck. He would take it to different shows and 
loved seeing all the other older vehicles. Just before he 
passed away three years ago he was cared for on Ward 
23 at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. We wanted to 
help raise some money for the ward.” 

More than 600 people flocked to last year’s festival. 

For more details about this year’s event email md- 
festival@outlook.com or visit the event’s Facebook 
page. 







































Costa Del 
theatre 

Antony Costa-F 


X Factor star has 
colourful story to tell 
See Page 23 ' 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 
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Listings for May 13-19 


Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 




2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 



Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Emma 

Pollock 



Wednesday, 7pm 
02 Academy 3, B’ham 
The Scottish singer-songwriter, former¬ 
ly of indie favourites The Delgados, has 
won acclaim from music critics for her 
poignant new solo album In Search of 
Harperfield. 

www.academy-music-group.co.uk 


Brian Wilson: 
Pet Sounds 



Tuesday, 8pm 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
It will be a full house when Beach 
Boys legend Brian Wilson performs 
the classic Pet Sounds album to mark 
its 50th anniversary, joined by former 
bandmate Al Jardine. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Billy 

Ocean 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Grand Theatre, W’ton 

The tough (and not so tough) can get 
going to catch the Trinidad-born singer 
performing such soul/pop classics as 
Love Really Hurts Without You and 
Caribbean Queen. 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


Beans 
On Toast 



Saturday, 8pm 
The Station, Cannock 
Anarchic punk-folk from singer-song- 
writer Beans on Toast, who has 
released seven albums, most recently 
Rolling Up The Hill recorded in Kansas 
with Truckstop Honeymoon. 

See www.beansontoastmusic.com 


ROCK 
& POP 

Tom Robinson 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

September Girls 

Tue at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Catapult Club Feat. Superficials 

Tomorrow at 6.30pm -11 pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Alt/Indie Alldayer 

Sun at 3pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Yuck 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Brian Wilson Presents 
Pet Sounds 

Tue at 8pm - 10pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Frankly Sinatra: 

Frank Sinatra Tribute 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Emma Pollock 

Wed at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Bob Fox 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Roxy Magic: Roxy Music Tribute 

Tonight at 7pm, £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Everybody Looks Famous 

Tue at 6pm, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Snake Oil & Harmony: Dan Reed 
& Danny Vaughn 

Wed at 7pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Livewire: AC/DC Tribute 

Tonight at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 


Jam DRC 

Thu at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Sessions - A Live 
Re-Staging Of The Beatles 
At Abbey Road Studios 

Tonight at 8pm - 10.30pm, 
Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Manic Street Preachers 

Tomorrow at 6pm, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Amped 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Membranes 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The Flapper, Birmingham, 

B1 2NU. 

Call 0121 236 2421 

Lee Memphis King: One Night 
Of Elvis 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Buddy Holly And The Cricketers 

Sun at 7.30pm, £17.50 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Andy Jordan 

Tonight at 6pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Landscapes 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Magnum 

Thu at 7pm -11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Billy Ocean 

Tonight at 7.30pm 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 429212 

JAZZ. BLUES- 
SOUL & MOTOWN 

Jazzlines Free gigs: Neil Yates 

Tonight at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Ken Vandermark 
& Nate Wooley Duo 

Wed at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


Terry Clarke And Friends 

Tomorrow at 4pm - 8pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Eric Bibb & Band 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Jocelyn Brown & Kenny Thomas 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Kate Rusby 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm -10.30pm, 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

False Lights 

Sun at 8pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Moscow State Symphony 
Orchestra 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
£9.50 - £45 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Academy Of Ancient Music: 
Vivaldi In Dresden 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Andy Black 

Tomorrow at 6pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Ukulele Orchestra Of Great 
Britain: Explores The Cecil 
Sharp Songbook 

Sun at 3pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Maya Youssef 

Tomorrow at 6pm - 7.30pm, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Jason Rebello 

Wed at 8pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Calan 

Tue at 8pm, £12.50 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


CBSO 2015-16: Become Ocean 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

COMEDY 

Hal Cruttenden: Straight Outta 
Cruttenden 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 605 5116 

Gyles Brandreth: Word Power! 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, Castle Dyke, 
WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

James Veitch: Dot Con 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Shazia Mirza: The Kardashians 
Made Me Do It 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Russell Kane: Right Man, Wrong 
Age 

Wed at 8pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 


THEATRE 

Mad About The Musicals 

Tonight at 7.30pm, £23 - £24 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 
TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

Green Day’s American Idiot 

Tonight at 5pm, 8.30pm, Tomor¬ 
row at 4pm, 8pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Save The Last Dance For Me 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Birmingham Royal Ballet: 
Shakespeare Midscale Tour 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Menopause The Musical 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Thoroughly Modern Millie 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 


CWAGMS: The Witches Of 
Eastwick 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Club Cairo 

Tonight at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Grumpy Old Women: 50 Shades 
of Beige 

Tonight at 8pm, Tomorrow at 
8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Diary Of A Hounslow Girl 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

The Mousetrap 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

The Naked Truth 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Time To Shine 

Tonight at 5pm, Sun at 5pm, 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

Invincible 

Tue at 7.45pm - 10.05pm, Wed 
at 7.45pm - 10.05pm, Thu at 
7.45pm - 10.05pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Joseph And The Amazing Tech- 
nicolour Dreamcoat 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 2.30pm, 

7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

End Of The Rainbow 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, 

Castle Dyke, 

WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Made Up 

Tomorrow at 8pm, Mon at 8pm, 
Tue at 8pm, Wed at 8pm, Thu at 
2.30pm, 8pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

King Lear 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Dreamcoat Joe - 
boy now beefcake 



A buff Joe McElderry plays the Biblical Joseph in Rice and Lloyd Webber’s musical 


“IT’S sometimes hard to say 
no to a burger”, admits X 
Factor winner Joe McElder¬ 
ry, who looks in great shape 
for his starring role in Jo¬ 
seph and the Amazing Tech¬ 
nicolor Dreamcoat. 

Well if you’re going to be stripping 
down to a loincloth every night a buff 
body is surely a prerequisite? 

Although he posed topless for Gay 
Times Magazine earlier this year, re¬ 
vealing his toned torso in front of a 
packed audience was never on Joe’s 
bucket list. 

“It’s something that takes a bit of 
getting used to,” laughs the singer. 

“I certainly didn’t imagine I would 
be taking my top off in front of a the¬ 
atre full of people each night.” 

Little Joe McElderry, who stole 
hearts when he won X Factor in 2009, 
has transformed from boy to beefcake. 
The sweet-faced 18-year-old is now 24 
and looking every inch the chiselled 
heartthrob. 

To prepare for his lead part in Jo¬ 
seph, which visits Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre next week, Joe really 
upped the ante in the gym. 

“I exercise on a daily basis anyway 
but I made my workouts a bit harder, 
a bit tougher. I love exercising, I find 
it really addictive,” he says 

Joseph is the star’s first major the¬ 
atrical role and he’s been getting rave 
reviews. That colourful coat has been 
donned previously by Jason Donovan, 
Donny Osmond, Lee Mead and Phil¬ 
lip Schofield, so how has Joe made the 
character his own? 

“Well we all have very different 


voices. I really wanted to make it 
my own. I suppose I bring a kind of 
pop element to it. When you’re doing 
a concert you build on the audience 
reaction and participation but with 
something like Joseph you are playing 
a character. You can’t break out of 
that, it’s stricter but very enjoyable.” 


We’re going to be seeing a lot of Joe 
in Wolverhampton. As well as Joseph, 
on from Tuesday to Saturday, he will 
be starring as Aladdin in the Grand’s 
panto. “I can’t get enough of Wolver¬ 
hampton this year,” he chortles. 

For tickets call 01902 429212 or see 
www.grandtheatre.co.uk 



Last dance 
for Antony 

ANOTHER member of the chart-topping group Blue has 
made the transition from pop singer to musical theatre actor. 

Blue star Duncan James was on stage in Wolverhampton 
last week, cavorting with drag queens in Priscilla Queen of 
the Desert at the Grand - and now band mate Antony Costa 
will be on the boards in Birmingham in theatre mogul Bill 
Kenwright’s latest show celebrating the sounds of the 1960s. 

Save The Last Dance For Me has been written by Birds 
Of A Feather duo Laurence Marks and Maurice Gran and 
features songs penned by the team of Doc Pomus and Mort 
Schuman, including A Teenager in Love, Can’t Get Used to 
Losing You, His Latest Flame and Suspicion. It tells the story 
of two sisters on holiday during the summer of ‘63 who en¬ 
counter romance at an American air force base dance hall. 

Antony, who previously appeared in Blood Brothers and 
Boogie Nights, plays airman Milton. He says: “I got involved 
with the show because I really loved the music and the script. 
Being involved in the music industry for so long I must admit 
I get drawn to musicals for the songs. Not only is it a great 
jukebox feel-good show, it’s g:ot a great storyline. 

“I do love wearing the uniform in the show! If I were to 
choose one of the Armed Forces to work for it would have to 
be the air force. I’ve always fancied myself as a bit of a Tom 
Cruise in Top Gun!” 

Does he think there will ever be a musical about Blue? 
“Who knows? It would have to be All Rise, wouldn’t it? Set in 
a courtroom or something,” he quips. 

Save The Last Dance For Me is at the New Alexandra The¬ 
atre from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Rock bands team 
up for Academy gig 

GIG of the week is a double bill 
in Birmingham featuring Irish 
surf/psych rockers September 
Girls with ‘next big thing’ Tele¬ 
gram. They will be sharing the 
bill at Birmingham’s 02 Acade¬ 
my 3 on Tuesday. London-based 
Telegram released their debut 
album, Operator, this year and 
Dublin’s September Girls re¬ 
cently released their latest al¬ 
bum, Age of Indignation. 

Other choice gigs include 
Travis at the 02 Academy to¬ 
night (Thu), while that venue 
has Mike Peters’ reappraisal of 
The Alarm’s Strength album 
on Sunday. US outfit Transvi¬ 
olet are at the Hare & Hounds, 
Kings Heath, on Sunday, where 
Eagulls dare on Tuesday. 


Culture clash in 
sharp new satire 

TORBEN Bett’s class war com¬ 
edy Invincible is coming to Bir¬ 
mingham Repertory Theatre as 
part of its first national tour. 

The play about a London fam¬ 
ily who clash with neighbours 
in a northern town will feature 
Walsall actor Graeme Brookes 
and Kerry Bennett from TV’s 
Casualty. It is at the Rep’s Stu¬ 
dio from Tuesday to Saturday. 

There is a world premiere 
at Rep venue The Door when 
Brum-based touring theatre 
group present Made Up, a play 
about friendship between a 
movie star and her make-up 
artist. Written and directed by 
James Yarker, it’s on from Sat¬ 
urday to Saturday, May 21. 


At the double for 
pub blues sessions 

A BUSY weekend for blues fans 
is on the way when one of the 
Midlands’ best sessions doubles 
up at two Wolverhampton pubs. 

The Room 4 The Blues ses¬ 
sion, run by Tim Jenks, will be 
taking place at the Claregate 
pub tomorrow (Friday) from 
8pm and at the Dog And Dou¬ 
blet in North Street on Sunday, 
at 4pm. 

Both sessions are free to at¬ 
tend and will feature Tim’s 
band plus guest musicians. 

Tim said: “We never know 
what is going to happen at 
Room 4 The Blues. Any musi¬ 
cians that want to have a jam 
are more than welcome to join 
us.” 





THURS 12/05/2016 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE SHOW 
FRI 13/05/2016 
SOUL & MOTOWN SHOW 

with scon 

BENCH TAYLOR 
SAT 14/05/2016 
BON J0VI TRIBUTE 


SUN 15/05/2016 
SUNDAY NIGHT IS 
KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT III 
MON 16/05/2016 
QUIZ &T0P KARAOKE AT 
THE KNIGHTS QUEST. 
TUES 17/05/2016 
IT'S TUESDAY...ITS 
KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 


WED 18/05/2016 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
WITH CHAD WHITE 
THURS 19/05/2016 
THURSDAY IS 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 
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SUNDAY 

CARVERY 


DAILY CARVERY 


We also serve 


GREAT 1 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3:45 






^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 
FUI CTION ROOM ? OR... 


WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 


WARLEY 
MALE CHOIR 

4 , / 

Present their 

2016 ANNUAL 
CONCERT 

FEATURING 

Bournville Vocal-Ease-Ladies Choir 

AND 

St Francis Church Childrens Choir i 

CORNBOW HALL, 

HALESOWEN B63 3AF 
SATURDAY 14th. MAY 
7.00PM 

TICKETS £8.00 
AVAILABLE FROM 
RON SWEETLAND 
Tel: 0121-552-4113 
ORONTHE DOOR 
www,warleymalechoir.co.uk 


Railway 


Ow Tom 

•mu Railway! 

Train* now ran w«#k«ndU and 
Tutftdty to Thursday every week 

Phi*: 

14 Ik IS Mart * Vint**? V*rkrtid 
ja Min - rv*h Ik Chlpn Train* 

1 ] Jury* - V(kYi Tm Train* 

?5 \ 26 June Country Rju|ua» Weekend 

2 Jdy Canada Day 

Scenery, fun and great value 

www wllr oft.uk 01939 910441 
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SATURDAY’S TV MAY 14 


CHOICE 



Graham Norton 


Eurovision Song Contest 
2016 

(BBC1,8pm) 

Graham Norton commentates 
on the 61st musical 
extravaganza from Sweden, 
who won last year with Heroes 
by Mans Zelmerlow. He'll be 
back this year, co-hosting 
tonight's show from the 
Stockholm's Globe Arena with 
Petra Mede. All eyes with be on 
Joe and Jake, who are aiming to 
become the first UK winners 
since 1997 with their song 
You're Not Alone. However, they 
are likely to face stiff 
competition from the 25 other 
countries, including Ireland's 
entry Nicky Byrne with his song 
Sunshine-that's assuming the 
former Westlife star has made it 
through last Thursday's semi¬ 
final - and the host nation's 
17-year-old Frans with his 
upbeat ballad If I Were Sorry. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
The Brownlees: An Olympic Story. 1.30 
Live Women’s FA Cup Final. Arsenal v 
Chelsea (Kick-off 2.00pm). 4.20 Flog It! 
(R) 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 Regional 
Programme. 5.30 Can’t Touch This. Zoe 
Ball and Ashley Banjo present the game 
show in which 16 contestants are 
challenged to battle their way through 
obstacle course filled with prizes they 
must touch to claim. 

6.20 Pointless Celebrities. New series. 
Alexander Armstrong and Richard 
Osman give another selection of 
famous faces a chance to take part 
in the unorthodox quiz show. This 
time, the pair invite past entrants 
in the Eurovision Song Contest to 
form teams and display their 
general knowledge, ahead the 
grand final of the 2016 contest, 
which takes place later this 
evening. Former winners Johnny 
Logan and Linda Martin join 
forces, while Natalie Power and 
Russ Spencer of ill-fated 2007 UK 
entry Scooch team up, Jenny Frost 
and Sophie McDonnell of Britain’s 
1998 representatives Precious 
form a new double-act, while 
certain members of legendary 
Eurovision success story Bucks 
Fizz also put their brains to the 
test. 

7.10 The National Lottery: In It to Win 

It. New series. Five contestants 
answer questions to scoop a cash 
prize. Includes the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, with Vincent 
Simone and Flavia Cacace pushing 
the button. 

8.00 Eurovision Song Contest 2016. 

Graham Norton commentates on 
the musical extravaganza from the 
Globe Arena in Stockholm, 
Sweden, where Joe and Jake are 
flying the flag for the UK with 
You're Not Alone. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.50 Peter Kay’s Comedy Shuffle. 

Including a clip from The Ice 
Cream Man Cometh episode of 
That Peter Kay Thing. Plus, and 
Brian Potter and Andy Pipkin sing 
I’m Gonna Be (500 
Miles)faccompanied by an all-star 
cast. (R) 

12.20 Film: Buster. (1 988) 1.55 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.40 Film: The Westerner. (1940) 8.15 
Film: A Walk in the Sun. (1945) 10.10 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 11.10 
Natural World. (R) 12.00 The Hairy 
Bikers: Everyday Gourmets. (R) 1.00 
Tom Kerridge’s Proper Pub Food. (R) 

1.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.05 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 3.05 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.50 The Hairy Bikers’ Pubs 
That Built Britain. (R) 4.20 Bake Off: 
Creme de la Creme. (R) 5.20 This Week’s 
World. 

6.00 Gardeners’World. (R) 

6.30 Attenborough’s Passion Project: 
Lost Worlds, Vanished Lives. The 

third programmes from David 
Attenborough’s back catalogue 
takes the form of extracts from a 
1989 series in which he used 
fossils to detail the lives of extinct 
creatures. 

7.30 Attenborough’s Passion Project: 
Darwin’s Tree of Life. David 
Attenborough argues that Charles 
Darwin’s theory of evolution is 
now more important than ever, 
revealing how the scientist 
developed his ground-breaking 
ideas. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Classic comedy with 
the Home Guard. (R) 

9.00 The Hollow Crown: The Wars of 
the Roses - Henry VI Part II. Ben 

Power and Dominic Cooke’s 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
Henriad continues with the second 
part of Henry VI. The Wars of the 
Roses are well under way, and 
following their defeat at the battle 
of St Albans, the Lancastrians are 
forced to grant concessions to the 
Yorkists. King Henry negotiates to 
keep the crown for his lifetime, but 
disinherits his heir Prince Edward, 
much to the horror of his 
imperious wife Margaret. 
Determined to see her son on the 
throne, Margaret mounts a brutal 
assault on Plantagenet’s family, 
decimating his dynasty, but failing 
to eliminate his three elder sons, 
Edward, George and Richard. In 
response, the York boys swear to 
avenge the murder of their father 
and younger brother, seeking the 
aid of the duplicitous Duke of 
Warwick as they pitch England 
back into bloody civil war. 

11.05 Film: Margin Call. (2011) Drama, 
starring Kevin Spacey and Paul 
Bettany. 

12.45 Film: The Silence. (2010) Thriller, 
starring Ulrich Thomsen. 2.35 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. 
(R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.45 The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

(R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA; 12.20 ITV News; Weather.; 
12.24 Regional Programme. 12.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 BBQ 
Champ. (R) 2.30 Film: Agent Cody 
Banks. (2003) 4.30 The Wine Show. 

5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Bounces 
Back! Harry Hill narrates another 
60-minute special edition of the 
comical clip show, applying his 
unique brand of silly, satirical 
commentary to a selection of 
hilarious hijinks captured on video 
by viewers at home. 

7.00 Bang on the Money. Holiday camp 
entertainers The Hi-De-His from 
Somerset and The Wolf Pack from 
Wolverhampton aim to hit a 
specific target number “bang on” 
in physical and mental challenges. 
8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The 

nationwide talent show reaches 
the penultimate round of 
auditions, as Ant and Dec 
introduce another selection of 
would-be stars to judges Simon 
Cowell, Amanda Holden, David 
Walliams and Alesha Dixon. 

Unless he finally gave into 
temptation last week, Simon 
remains the only judge who has 
yet to send an act straight through 
to the semi-finals by pressing his 
Golden Buzzer. Will this week’s 
crop of auditionees contain the 
perfect performance to entice him 
into hitting the button? 

9.15 Playto the Whistle. Boxer David 
Haye, Dragons’ Den star Peter 
Jones and comedienne Sara 
Pascoe join team captains Frank 
Lampard and Bradley Walsh for 
the sports-themed comedy panel 
show. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: The Dark Knight. (2008) 
Batman and his allies are pushed 
to their limits as criminal 
mastermind the Joker plunges 
Gotham into anarchy. Comic-book 
thriller sequel, with Christian Bale. 

12.55 Jackpot247.3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 Mobil 1 The 
Grid. 7.30 British Rally Championship. 

7.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.55 The Morning Line. 9.55 Formula 1: 
Spanish Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. 

11.05 The Superhumans Show. 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 Formula 
1: Spanish Grand Prix Qualifying Live. 
Coverage of the battle for pole position 
(Start-time 1.00pm). 2.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Newbury and 
Newmarket. 4.40 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. 5.40 Homes by the Med. 
6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. After recovering 
from a life-threatening brain 
haemorrhage, Bram Vis, his wife 
Lisa and their two children want to 
build a house for sharing on a 
seaside plot on the Isle of Wight. 
Kevin McCloud follows the family’s 
progress as they build an 
ambitious home complete with 
entertaining spaces and a 
swimming pool. However, the 
sheer scale of their project soon 
becomes clear when their original 
£850k budget spirals out of 
control. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales conclude 
the series by travelling down the 
Stratford-upon-Avon Canal, 
accompanied by Tim’s daughter 
and her family. The couple revisit 
places that hold fond memories 
from the early stages of their 
relationship, as well as looking 
back on the beginnings of their 
acting careers and putting on a 
performance in the church where 
Shakespeare is buried. Last in the 
series. (R) 

9.00 Film: X-Men: First Class. (2011) 
Telepathic mutant Charles Xavier 
forms the first generation of the 
superhero team in the 1960s. 

Their battle with a Nazi war 
criminal manipulating the world 
toward nuclear war gradually 
drives a wedge between Xavier 
and his ally Magneto, leading them 
to become deadly enemies. 
Superhero adventure prequel, 
starring James McAvoy and 
Michael Fassbender. 

11.35 Film: Gl Joe: The Rise of Cobra. 
(2009) Action adventure, with 
Charming Tatum and Sienna Miller. 
1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 
Supershoppers. (R) 4.50 Posh 
Pawnbrokers. (R) 5.45 Will & Grace. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
(R) 12.10 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.10 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Paul and Ben face a challenging 
eviction in London, where a 
vulnerable tenant in rent arrears 
has barricaded her front door, and 
the agents receive a tirade of 
abuse. Meanwhile, Brian and Del 
chase a debt of nearly £2,000 in 
Surrey, before trying to recover 
almost £3,000 in 
Northamptonshire. Finally, Steve 
and Ru head to Portsmouth to 
evict a young family for a landlord 
who wants her property back. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. 
The team is called to a high school 
on a marine base, where a pupil 
has taken his classmates hostage 
and is threatening to detonate a 
bomb strapped to his chest. Mark 
Harmon stars. (R) 

8.00 NCIS: Los Angeles. Agents G 
Callen and Sam Hanna investigate 
after a naval officer is killed during 
an LAPD shootout, with two other 
men who died in the gun battle 
being identified as members of a 
Mexican drug cartel. Spin-off 
drama following the exploits of the 
Los Angeles-based Office of 
Special Projects, an elite NCIS 
division specialising in undercover 
assignments. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. American social worker 
Sarah Goode is taken hostage by 
militants in northern Syria, and 
thanks to the efforts of the Navy 
Seals, is eventually returned home 
unharmed. Evidence from the 
incident suggests US citizen Kyle 
Nasry was connected to 
kidnapping, but when the agents 
traces Nasry to a rally held by a 
controversial imam, they are 
surprised to find Sarah among the 
attendees. Meanwhile, DiNozzo 
finally takes his relationship with 
Zoe Keates public - surprising 
none of his colleagues. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Live World Championship 
Boxing. Lee Haskins v Ivan 
Morales. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Tube: 
Going Underground. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Doris Day: Virgin Territory 8.00 
Venice 9.00 Hinterland 10.30 Dancing 
Cheekto Cheek: An Intimate History of 
Dance 11.30 Blues at the BBC 12.30 BBC 
Four Sessions: Bonnie Raitt 1.30 Blues 
America 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Britain’s Got Talent 12.20 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.20 Catchphrase 2.05 
Scorpion 3.05 Film: The Scorpion King 
(2002) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: The 
Scorpion King (2002) 4.50 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 Film: 
The Smurfs (2011) 6.55 Film: Back to 
the Future (1985) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 
Film: Back to the Future (1985) 9.15 
Britain’s Got More Talent 10.15 Celebrity 
Juice 11.05 Family Guy 12.35 American 
Dad! 1.35 The Cleveland Show 2.30 @ 
elevenish 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.00 Film: The Mirror Crack’d (1980) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: The Mirror 
Crack’d (1980) 1.15 Film: Columbo: 
Lovely but Lethal (1973) 2.50 Foyle’s 
War 4.55 Midsomer Murders 7.00 Doc 
Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 
12.05 Trial & Retribution 1.05 Northern 
Lights 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 Pawn Stars 1.45 British Touring 
Car Championship Highlights 3.15 Film: 
Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 4.20 FYI 
Daily 4.25 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 
(1998) 5.45 Film: Diamonds Are Forever 
(1971) 7.00 FYI Daily 7.05 Film: 
Diamonds Are Forever (1971) 8.10 Film: 
Jaws: The Revenge (1987) 9.10 FYI Daily 

9.15 Film: Jaws: The Revenge (1987) 
10.00 Film: Total Recall (1990) 11.00 
FYI Daily 11.05 Film: Total Recall (1990) 

12.15 Film: Death Wish 3 (1985) 1.15 
FYI Daily 1.20 Film: Death Wish 3 (1985) 

2.20 Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 12.30 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 1.30 The Big Bang Theory 

3.30 Film: We Bought a Zoo (2011) 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory: Guest Stars 11.00 
The Inbetweeners 2.15 Gogglebox 3.10 
Tattoo Fixers 4.00 The Inbetweeners 
Film4 

11.00 Winchester 73 (1950)1.00 
Journey to the Center of the Earth (2008) 
2.50 The Three Stooges (2012) 4.40 The 
Dark Crystal (1982) 6.25 Battleship 
(2012) 9.00 The King’s Speech (2010) 

11.20 Stoker (2013) 1.20 The Runaways 
(2010)3.30 Close 


SPEND 

ANYWHERE 

LEISURELY 

ENJOY. 


What would you do with an extra £500 gift*? Hurry to our 
Sales Event on 12-16 May, buy a new Vauxhall and we'll give 
you a £500 gift* to spend on whatever you want. And yes - 
that's on top of all our other great offers. 

GO ON, YOU KNOW YOU DESERVE IT. 


£S00gift 

TO SPEND ON WHATEVER YOU WANT 

(on top of our other great offers). 



Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B70 6AR 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4) Extra- 
urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 


*Participating Retailers only. £500 Gift on selected models only but excludes VIVA, Corsa Sting, and Corsa Sting R. £500 gift is not given in cash. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1 - 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles 
ordered between 12-16 May 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. #Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions 
and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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SUNDAY’S TV MAY 15 


BBC2 


CHOICE 



Victoria Wood 


Let's Do It: A Tribute to 
Victoria Wood 
(ITV, 7.30pm) 

Last month, the celebrity world 
and viewers alike were rocked 
by the death of Victoria Wood, 
the writer, singer and comedian 
who had become one of the key 
figures in British entertainment. 
Here, famous fans including 
Lenny Henry, Peter Kay and 
Alison Steadman, as well as 
friends and colleagues Celia 
Imrie, Michael Ball, David 
Threlfall and Anne Reid, pay 
tribute. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Pentecost 2016. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.00 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.45 Nature’s 
Epic Journeys. (R) 3.45 Points of View. 
4.00 Final Score. 5.15 Songs of Praise. 

5.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile Spring Special. The 
latest rural developments, 
including reports on issues 
affecting country communities 
and insights into the life of the 
modern farmer. Including Weather 
For The Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The roving 
team values more decorative 
objects and rarities belonging to 
the public. 

9.00 Undercover. Maya’s battle to clear 
Rudy’s name is left in tatters after 
the death of a key witness, but she 
resolves to make one last stand in 
her fight to change the justice 
system for the better. However, 
when she finds the final piece of 
information that connects the two 
miscarriages of justice, it has 
devastating personal 
consequences. Nick pursues a last 
chance of redemption by helping 
Julia and Brady expose the powers 
behind the conspiracy, as he and 
Maya try to decide what the future 
holds for their family. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights from the final 
day of the Premier League season, 
including Chelsea v Leicester City 
and Newcastle United v Tottenham 
Hotspur. This top-flight campaign 
has hugely unpredictable and the 
concluding day could still offer 
some twists and turns in deciding 
the final places. Plus, action from 
Arsenal v Aston Villa, Everton v 
Norwich City, Manchester United v 
Bournemouth, Southampton v 
Crystal Palace, Stoke City v West 
Ham United, Swansea City v 
Manchester City, Watford v 
Sunderland and West Bromwich 
Albion v Liverpool. 

12.10 Film: Texas Rangers. (2001) 
Western, starring James Van Der Beek 
and Dylan McDermott. 1.30 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 1.35 BBC News. 


6.00 The Great Chelsea Garden 
Challenge. (R) 7.00 This Farming Life. 

(R) 8.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.00 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian Adventure. 
(R) 12.00 The Hairy Bikers: Everyday 
Gourmets. (R) 1.00 Athletics: Diamond 
League Shanghai Highlights. 2.00 
Triathlon World Series: Yokohama 
Highlights. 3.30 Diving. 5.30 Flog It! (R) 
6.00 Choose the Right Puppy for You. 
Part one of two. Kate Humble 
presents a guide to buying a dog, 
featuring advice from experts on 
how to pick one that best suits 
prospective owners’ lifestyles and 
home environments. Behaviourist 
Louise Glazebrook is on hand to 
help people find the perfect puppy 
for them - including a family who 
have never had a dog before and 
have no idea where to start, as well 
as a flight attendant who is 
determined a big dog is right for 
him. (R) 

7.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. The flyers attend the UK’s 
largest air show, where the Red 
Arrows struggle to cope with the 
weather and a group of pilots 
reenact a Second World War 18- 
plane launch. (R) 

8.00 Burma’s Secret Jungle War with 
Joe Simpson. Civil unrest during a 
Burmese election campaign halts 
the mountaineer’s progress, but 
he eventually makes it to the 
battlefields where his father fought 
during the Second World War. 

9.00 Louis Theroux: A Different Brain. 
The reporter meets people 
recovering from brain injuries and 
the staff who treat them, 
discovering the challenges they 
face in rebuilding their lives and 
personalities. 

10.00QI XL. Extended edition. Josh 
Widdicombe, Jo Brand, Phill 
Jupitus and Alan Davies take part 
as host Stephen Fry asks a range 
of fiendish questions about lenses, 
lungs and legs. (R) 

10.40Stupid Man, Smart Phone. 

11.30 Film: Rescue Dawn. (2006) A 
fighter pilot leads a break-out from 
a prison camp and makes a 
desperate escape through the 
jungle. Werner Herzog’s Vietnam 
War drama, starring Christian Bale 
and Steve Zahn. 

1.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.25 
Holby City. (R) 3.25 This Is BBC Two. 
5.45 Flog It! Trade Secrets. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 

7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Griff’s Great Britain. (R) 

10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.05 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.15 Planet’s Got Talent. (R) 1.45 
Fierce. (R) 2.45 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 
4.00 Film: Uncle Buck. (1989) Family 
comedy, starring John Candy. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Celebrity contestants Michael Parr, 
Alex Scott, Jennifer Metcalfe and 
Bill Turnbull answer questions and 
work as a team to take on the 
Chaser and secure a cash prize for 
charity. 

7.30 Let’s Do It: A Tribute to Victoria 
Wood. Last month, the celebrity 
world and viewers alike were 
rocked by the death of Victoria 
Wood, the writer, singer and 
comedian who had become one of 
the key figures in British 
entertainment. Here, famous fans 
including Lenny Henry, Peter Kay 
and Alison Steadman, as well as 
friends and colleagues Celia Imrie, 
Michael Ball, David Threlfall and 
Anne Reid, pay tribute. 

8.35 The Queen’s 90th Birthday 

Celebration. Ant and Dec present 
a star-studded event celebrating 
the Queen’s life from the Grounds 
of Windsor Castle, featuring 
archive footage exploring the key 
moments of her reign, and 
displays by more than 1500 
performers and 900 horses, 
including members of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, Chilean 
Huasos, Azerbaijani horses and 
riders and Military and 
Commonwealth pipers. With 
appearances by Helen Mirren, 
Shirley Bassey, Kylie Minogue, 
Andrea Bocelli, Gary Barlow, 
Damian Lewis, Jess Glynne, 

Imelda Staunton, Jim Carter, Alfie 
Boe, James Blunt, Katherine 
Jenkins, Beverley Knight, Jennifer 
Saunders, Alan Titchmarsh and 
Martin Clunes. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Pop Gold. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 

12.00 Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix 
Live. Coverage of the fifth round of the 
season (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.35 Film: 
Pocahontas. (1995) Disney animated 
drama. 5.10 Channel 4 News. 5.30 
World’s Weirdest Homes. (R) 

7.00 Kevin McCloud’s Escape to the 
Wild. The Grand Designs 
presenter sets out on a mission to 
find out if a simpler existence 
really can make people happier, 
beginning by travelling to a desert 
island in the south Pacific 
archipelago of Tonga to meet a 
British family who have quit the rat 
race. Karyn, Boris and their three 
children live in an off-grid 
property, with no fresh water or 
electricity and face regular threats 
from hurricanes and tsunamis. 
Kevin finds out how they cope with 
these challenges and the 
psychological trials of having just 
one another for company. (R) 

8.00 Paul Merton’s Secret Stations. 
The comedian searches for the 
hidden remains of china clay 
mines in Luxulyan, Cornwall, and 
visits a training site for trench 
warfare on the Pembrokeshire 
coast. He also discovers a 
Manchester station that only gets 
one train a week, and makes a final 
trip on the West Highland Line to a 
stop that is 10 miles from the 
nearest road. Last in the series. 
9.00 Indian Summers. While Alice and 
Charlie prepare to leave India for 
good, Ralph and Aafrin make 
decisions about their careers. As 
Chotipool goes underthe hammer, 
Cynthia is locked in a bidding war 
with the Sood family, but it is a 
fight she cannot afford. However, 
when violence erupts in the plains, 
several of the residents’ lives are 
place in danger. Final episode of 
the 1930s-set drama, starring 
Julie Walters, Henry Lloyd- 
Hughes, Jemima West, Craig 
Parkinson and Amber Rose Revah. 
Last in the series. 
lO.OOGogglebox. (R) 

11.00 Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix 
Highlights. 

12.10 Film: The Ghost. (2010) 2.35 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.45 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Pets. 7.10 Noddy in 
Toyland. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 
Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
8.05 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 
(R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.45 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.55 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30 The 
Gadget Show. (R) 11.25 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 12.30 Film: 
Primates of the Caribbean. (2012) 
Premiere. Animated comedy, with the 
voice of Jason J Lewis. 2.00 Film: Surf’s 
Up. (2007) Animated comedy, with the 
voice of Jeff Bridges. 3.35 Film: Beverly 
Hills Chihuahua. (2008) Comedy, with 
the voice of Drew Barrymore. 5.15 Film: 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2. 
(2013) Premiere. Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voice of Bill Hader. 

7.00 Penguin A&E with Lorraine Kelly. 
Cameras follow the presenter and 
staff at South Africa’s penguin 
emergency department, including 
vet Natasha who is faced with a 
patient with a fish hook in its 
stomach. (R) 

8.00 Beaver Las Vegas: Saving The 
Strip. Documentary charting the 
efforts of a small team of eco- 
engineers who hope to harness 
and adapt the methods of beavers 
to prevent water shortages in 
North America’s western states. 

(R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) 

Cops Schmidt and Jenko hated 
each other when they were at 
school together, but have grown 
up to become friends. They are 
forced to relive the horrors of their 
adolescence when their captain 
decides their youthful appearance 
makes them the perfect 
undercover agents to crack a high- 
school drug ring. Comedy inspired 
by the 1980s TV series, with Jonah 
Hill and Channing Tatum. Edited 
for language. 

11.10 Film: My Super Ex-Girlfriend. 

(2006) An insecure superhero is 
outraged at being dumped by her 
boyfriend, and in revenge uses her 
powers to make his life a misery. 
Fantasy comedy, starring Uma 
Thurman and Luke Wilson. 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.00 Great Scientists. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Young Musician 2016 Grand 
Final 9.15 The Silk Road 10.15 Cleopatra: 
Portrait of a Killer 11.15 Guts: The 
Strange and Wonderful World of the 
Human Stomach 12.15 Natural World 
Special: Attenborough’s Ark 1.15 
Horizon: Are We Still Evolving? 2.15 The 
Silk Road 3.15 Redefining Juliet 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

12.45 Catchphrase 1.30 The Hot Desk: 
Nathan Sykes 1.45 Film: Kangaroo Jack 
(2003) 2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: 
Kangaroo Jack (2003) 3.30 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: 
The Smurfs (2011) 5.35 Britain’s Got 
Talent 6.55 Britain’s Got More Talent 8.00 
Film: Quantum of Solace (2008) 9.00 FYI 
Daily 9.05 Film: Quantum of Solace 
(2008) 10.10 Family Guy 12.10 American 
Dad! 1.10 The Cleveland Show 2.05 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.40 Foyle’s War 2.40 Film: Columbo: 
Double Exposure (1973) 4.20 Film: 
Calamity Jane (1953) 5.25 FYI Daily 5.30 
Film: Calamity Jane (1953) 6.30 Richard 
Wilson on the Road 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Lewis 10.00 Ghostboat 11.35 Film: 
Out of Sight (1998) 12.40 FYI Daily 

12.45 Film: Out of Sight (1998) 1.55 
Blue Murder 2.45 May the Best House 
Win 4.30 On the Buses 5.20 Judge Judy 

5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

3.30 Film: Death of a Gunfighter (1969) 
4.20 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 

5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: Blues Brothers 
2000 (1998) 6.50 The Wine Show 7.55 
River Monsters 9.00 Film: Collateral 
Damage (2002) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Collateral Damage (2002) 11.10 
Film: Crank (2006) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 
Film: Crank (2006) 1.00 River Monsters 
2.00 Hell on Wheels 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

1.35 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.35 
The Big Bang Theory 4.00 Film: Leap 
Year (2010) 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 The Inbetweeners 
12.05 The 100 1.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.00 Rush Hour 2.45 How I Met 
Your Mother 3.35 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

1.00 Casper (1995) 3.00 Porridge (1979) 
4.50 St Trinian’s (2007) 6.50 X-Men 
(2000) 8.55 X-Men: Apocalypse 
Interview Special 9.00 Ted (2012) 11.05 
Unfaithful (2002) 1.30 127 Hours (2010) 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


WHATSON! 




LOTS MORE EVENTS... 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


27 MAY • CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
4 JUN . BEAMISH GEORGIAN FAIR 

11JUN • QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CRUISE & WINDSOR 
l 25 JUN • CHATSWORTH FLORABUNDANCE 
9 JUL • HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW • FI GRAND PRIX 
AUG • EDINBURGH TATTOO (MANY DATES) 

15 AUG . SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

28 AUG .TALL SHIPS REGATTA 

16 SEP • DANIEL O'DONNELL 

17 SEP • GRASSINGTON 1940'S WEEKEND b STEAM 



KYLE OF L0CHALSH BY TRAIN ■ WARNER STUDIO TOUR ■ FOLKESTONE b CROSS 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM I Making of Harry Potter ■ CHANNEL CRUISE TO OSTEND 


5 DAYS £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 


M £259.95 


5 DAYS from t 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 


5 DAYS FROM £179.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Burstin Hotel 
• Cross Channel low duty trip to Ostend 


2/3 DAYS 


FROM 




HALF BOARD breaks at the 
Rainbow/Sherwood Hotel, Torquay 
100 yards from the sea! • Visits to Exeter & Dawlish 
Scenic drive to Brixham (5/7 days only) 


2 DAYS £99.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 

• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears & The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 


5 DAYS FROM £219.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Carrington House Hotel 
• Includes fantastic day trip to Guernsey 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 

• Visit the live working TV set within Harewood Estate. 
See Bobs Cafe, The Woolpack,the Village Church and more.. 


4/5 DAYS FROM £249.95 

3/4 NIGHTS B&B Inter Hotel, Paris Est Rosny 

' Includes 2 day hopper ticket ■ Approx. 8 hour discovery visit in Paris (5 days only) 


5 DAYS FROM £159.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 

mm ■ ■ mm 



41517 DAYS from £139.95 


You May Also Like: Isle o£ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 


t3escot Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET IN THE MIDLANDS 




BARGAINS FOR EVERYONE S' 

Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions 
& All your favourite Market Traders! 
Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 


K 


All hard standing 


pi 


EUROPARTS LTD 


HELP TO BEAT THE BURGLAR 
BY UPGRADING YOUR SECURITY 

• LOCK UPGRADES 

Anti Snap / Anti Drill / Anti Pick 

• Safes supplied and fitted 

• Commercial & Residential 

• Key cutting service 

FREE SECURITY SURVEYS 


Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121 556 7771 • 07834 882294 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294. 

Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 

www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 


SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 

UGOODi 

BM1UNB 


Audi S1RT 


TWO GI$ IANE.HAIESOWEN, WEST HIDIAN0S.BG3 2LJ 


25 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 12, 2016 




























































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 12, 2016 


“thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Die Another Day, ITV, 11.10pm 

James Bond is suspended from duty after being taken 
hostage in North Korea, but goes against orders to 
track down those who betrayed him. Spy adventure, 
starring Pierce Brosnan, Halle Berry, Toby Stephens, 
Judi Dench and John Cleese. (2002) 

TUESDAY 

Rosamunde Pilcher’s Summer, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman returns to her ex-husband’s stately home 
after years away in a bid to solve the riddle of her 
daughter’s suicide. But as romance blossoms with 
one member of the household, the schemes of the 
master of the house threaten everyone’s happiness. 
Romantic drama, starring Senta Berger, Michael York, 
Tom Conti and Frank Finlay. (2008) 

WEDNESDAY 

Love Happens, Channel 4,1.25am 

A self-help guru goes on a lecture tour after his wife’s 
death, offering advice on how to cope with grief. 
However, when he falls in love he begins to realise he 
has yet to confront his own loss. Romantic drama, 
starring Aaron Eckhart and Jennifer Aniston. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

False Pretences, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman’s life is left in tatters when her wealthy 
husband kills himself after being conned out of 
millions by his best friend. Seeking to escape the 
painful memories, she leaves town and takes a job in 
a diner - where she plots to get revenge on the man 
she blames for her husband’s suicide. Thriller, starring 
Peta Wilson and Stewart Bick. (2004) 

FRIDAY 

The Rum Diary, Channel 4,12.30am 

A New York journalist tires of America in the early 
1960s, and relocates to Puerto Rico, where he works 
for a local paper and throws himself into the decadent 
local lifestyle. His obsession with a woman who has 
also arrived from the States leads to him getting 
mixed up in the corrupt dealings of her property 
tycoon fiance. Comedy drama based on Hunter S 
Thompson’s novel, starring Johnny Depp. (2011) 


Finding life as a nanny 
is not all child's play 


F or those who were brought up 
during the 1980s, it doesn’t seem 
like that long ago. 

However, it was a different world, 
one in which children felt self to play 
out after school with their mates, a 
maximum of four TV channels existed, 
videos were only just getting off the 
ground, the internet was unheard of 
and shoulder pads were all the rage. 

Nina Stibbe was just making her 
way into the world at that time. In 
1982, she turned 20 and decided to 
make the big move from her family 
home in Leicester to the bright lights 
of London - or Camden, at least. 

Nina landed a job as the nanny to 
two lively young boys, brothers Joe 
and Max, the offspring of film and TV 
director Stephen Frears and his 
former wife Mary-Kay Wilmers, the 
American-born co-founder of the 
London Review of Books; it was into 
Wilmers’ household that she moved. 

Around 30 years later, Stibbes 
compiled a book about her 
experiences of living there, a time that 
brought her into contact with such 
glitterati as Alan Bennett and Jonathan 


Miller, both of whom were neighbours 
- at the time, she had an inkling they 
were famous, but had no idea what 
for. 

The book, Love, Nina: Despatches 
from Family Life, features the letters 
she wrote to her sister about her 
‘glamorous’ new life, and became an 
instant hit, winning the Non-fiction 
Book of the Year category at the 
prestigious National Book Awards in 
2014. 

Now it’s been turned into a five-part 
drama by Nick Hornby - his first 
project for the small screen - who fell 
in love with the story when the tome 
was first published. 

“Nina Stibbe’s book Love, Nina has 
already established itself as a much¬ 
loved piece of comic writing and I love 
it,” says Hornby. 

“Her observations and worldview 
were the inspiration for a show that 
we think captures the same spirit. It’s 
been a joy to write and we’re thrilled 
with the quality of our cast.” 

Rather than being a straight 
adaptation, Hornby has taken the 
essence of the story and turned it into 


a fictionalised tale, with names 
changed and situations altered. 
However, it still retains the flavour of 
Stibbe’s experiences and offers an 
insight into life on a cultured corner of 
north London during the 1980s. 

It has an excellent cast too, headed 
by Helena Bonham Carter. She isn’t 
known for taking on serial TV dramas, 
but was clearly impressed by the 
script; filming probably allowed her to 
stay close to her family home in 
London too. 

The opening episode introduces us 
to Nina, played by Faye Marsay, when 
she is interviewed by George 
(Bonham Carter) for the position of 
nanny at her home in Gloucester 
Crescent. 

It’s there that she meets the two 
boys, Max and Joe, who will become 
the centre of her universe over the 
coming months, although it soon 
becomes clear that Nina may have 
exaggerated her skills as a help 
around the home... 

Jason Watkins, Ethan Rouse, Harry 
Webster and Josh McGuire are 
among the supporting cast. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Great British Sewing Bee 
BBC2, 9pm 

A few dedicated fans were beginning to wonder if 
this much-loved show had been axed - its winner 
has usually been crowned by this point in the year. 
But all good things come to those who wait, and so 
Claudia Winkleman takes charge of the fourth 
series of the amateur sewing competition. Patrick 
Grant also returns as a judge, but his usual cohort, 
May Martin, won’t be joining him - she’s been 
replaced by Esme Young, co-founder of fashion 
label Swanky Modes. They will cast their expert 
eyes over the work of 10 hopefuls who face three 
challenges. 

Upstart Crow 
BBC2,10pm 

Will’s controversial new play is about to be 
presented to Queen Elizabeth, but it goes missing 
and the finger of suspicion points to his best friend 
and fellow author Kit Marlowe. The playwright has 
to scramble desperately to come up with a way to 
recover his stolen masterpiece, though given its 
politically sensitive content, is he really wise to want 
it back? Ben Elton’s comedy about William 
Shakespeare’s family life and his professional 
career, starring David Mitchell as the Bard. 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 



Marcella 
ITV, 9pm 

After seven weeks of nail-biting tension and 
excellent performances from the likes of Anna Friel, 
Jamie Bamber and Harry Lloyd, The Bridge creator 
Hans Rosenfeldt’s crime drama comes to a Earth- 
shattering climax tonight. The identity of the killer is 
finally revealed, which sends shockwaves through 
the entire team. 

Leicester’s Impossible Dream - Gary 
Lineker’s Story of the 2015/16 Premier 
League Season 
BBC1,10.45pm 

The Match of the Day host looks back at an 
astonishing campaign in the top flight, 
which saw 5,000/1 outsiders Leicester 
City defy all expectations and pick up 
their first-ever title. The Foxes began the 
season as one of the favourites 
relegation, and their appointment of 
former Chelsea boss Claudio 
to replace the sacked Nigel Pearson 
was seen as uninspiring by many 
critics. However, the charismatic Italian 
brought a swashbuckling style of 
play to the team. 


Deepcut: Behind the Barbed Wire 
BBC2, 9pm 

As the inquest delivers its verdict into the death of 
young soldier Cheryl James, former soldiers who 
served alongside her at the notorious Deepcut 
barracks speak for the first time. 
James was found dead from a 
bullet wound to her head in 
November 1995, and was one 
of four recruits to die at the 
base in seven years. The 
documentary hears what life is 
really like behind the barbed 
wire, including the culture of 
bullying and physical and 
sexual abuse. 

THURSDAY 
Paxman in Brussels: 
Who Really Rules Us? 
BBC1, 8pm 

With the referendum looming, 
some of us still have 
questions we’d like addressing 
about what actually goes on 
between the EU 
and UK - and 


who better to get the answers for us than Jeremy 
Paxman? In this documentary, he’s heading to the 
EU’s headquarters in Brussels to learn more about 
how the decisions that affect half a billion people - 
including the resident of the UK - are made. Back 
in Britain, he looks at how Westminster’s politics 
have been shaped by our relationship with Europe, 
and why the concept of ‘sovereignty’ has become 
so integral to the debate surrounding the 
referendum. Paxman also hears a range of opinions 
on whether or not the UK should remain within the 
union, and asks how our relationship with Europe 
might change whether we stay or we go. 

FRIDAY 
The Secret 
ITV, 9pm 

Seeing Matthew’s death as God’s full and final 
punishment for his past sins, Colin convinces 
himself that God will now allow him to prosper. 
However, when he loses all his money in a financial 
scam and his second wife Kyle threatens to leave 
him, he offers a full confession to the church and 
police. When Hazel later pleads her innocence, 

Colin agrees to appear as a key witness for the 
prosecution, determined to take her down with him. 
Drama, starring James Nesbitt, Genevieve O’Reilly 
and Katherine Kingsley. Last in the series. 


USE YOUR LOFT! I Halesowen Fireplaces 
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£299 
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Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• I : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• f : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(includingfire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
*FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 



STAFFORD 

FESTIVAL 

SHAKESPEARE 

THUR 23 rd JUNE - 
SAT 9 TH JULY 2016 

STAFFORD 

CASTLE 

BOX OFFICE 01785 619080 


www.stafFordfestivalshakespeare.< 
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Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PFtICESII! 
For Free advice and quote call /Vtarlc Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07076 227034 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.377 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letters) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

V 

2 

w 

3 

u 

4 

F 

5 

1 

6 

z 

7 

A 

8 

M 

9 

J 

10 

L 

ii 

S 

12 

K 

13 

c 

14 

N 

15 

T 

16 

D 

17 

G 

18 

Y 

19 

X 

20 

E 

21 

o 

22 

R 

23 

H 

24 

Q 

25 

P 

26 

B 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

N 

7 

o 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Game to set kilts 
swirling? (8) 

5. Shape of a seat (4) 
9. Anyone in it is out 
(4) 

10. What the bride says 
afterwards won’t be 
in church! (8) 

11. Wild geese? It’s 
just a yarn! (5) 

12. Weak, and liable to 
get the wind-up? 
(3,4) 

13. Hit-or-miss 
affair indicating 
a wrongful 
conviction? (5,3,5) 

18. Mollified five 
hundred with 
sausage mash! (8) 

19. A smack on the 
wrist (4) 

20. He has main 
control (7) 

21. Their families are 
their pride (5) 

22. Ride past (4) 

23. Beached and 
abandoned (8) 


Down 

2. The sort of critic 


who strikes? (7) 

3. Female Russian 
artisan, perhaps (7) 

4. An ordeal for the 
patient? (9,4) 

6. Excel or finish with 
such sports (7) 

7. He may live for 
weeks on water (7) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


8 




5 




3 

4 



2 




1 

5 



5 

3 


9 

8 




3 



4 



5 




4 

1 


2 

6 




1 



7 



2 




6 

7 


8 

2 



3 





4 


7 

9 

2 



5 





6 


Not a cutting look! 

Quick Clues: 


(6) 

Across 

Down 

Unusual terrain for a 

1. Supplement (8) 

2. Puzzle (7) 

coach (7) 

5. Cure (4) 

3. Outermost (7) 

Having poor taste 

9. Worry (4) 

10. Plan of campaign (8) 

4. On purpose (13) 

(7) 

11. Change (5) 

6. Everlasting (7) 

The length an 

12. Titular (7) 

7. Faithfulness (7) 

association will go 

13. Unusually (13) 

8. Non-professional (6) 

to (6) 

18. Abash (8) 

13. Released from obligation (7) 

Disturbance in 

19. Dispatch (4) 

20. Distinctive (7) 

14. Solidify (7) 

court, perhaps (7) 

21. Started (5) 

15. Gain (6) 

Misdemeanour of a 

22. Uninteresting (4) 

16. Stern (7) 

receiver (7) 

23. Due proportion (8) 

17. Listlessness (7) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Static; 4 Astray; 9 Preoc¬ 
cupation; 10 Overrun; 11 Irene; 12 Hoops; 14 
Baths; 18 Stair; 19 Artiste; 21 Goes overboard; 
22 Steams; 23 Co-heir. Down: 1 Siphon; 2 An 
eye for an eye; 3 Incur; 5 Stamina; 6 Raise the 
Stake; 7 Yankee; 8 Burns; 13 Perform; 15 Us¬ 
ages; 16 Names; 17 Tender; 20 Taboo. QUICK 
- Across: 1 Quiver; 4 Censor; 9 Expostulation; 10 
Strayed; 11 Patio; 12 Build; 14 Repel; 18 Robot; 

19 Riposte; 21 Embarrassment; 22 Treble; 23 
Reason. Down: 1 Queasy; 2 Imperturbable; 3 
Essay; 5 Example; 6 Shiftlessness; 7 Random; 8 
Guide; 13 Literal; 15 Priest; 16 Broad; 17 Beaten; 

20 Paste. 


Niner 


1 . 

Who was Spandau’s last prisoner? 

6. 

2. 

What is the largest of the Society 

7. 


Islands? 

8. 

3. 

Which illness is also known as 
pertussis? 

9. 

4. 

Which sport holds the Super Bowl 
contest? 

5. 

Which superhero made his debut in 

10 . 


Which organ is affected by otitis? 

Who was Ptolemy XVI’s mother? 

Of which bird is Meleagris gallopavo the 
domestic variety? 

Which comedy was the first British film 
to break the £20m box office barrier? 


Action Comics in 1938? 


Morgan in 1895? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Joanna Lumley; 2 Arizona; 

3 Caesar; 4 Yarrow; 5 Knot; 6 Boris 
Pasternak; 7 New Zealand; 8 Ray Reardon; 
9 Mount Erebus; 10 Grape. 

Niner: HECTORING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


4125 gives a relative, 

6713 gives a friend, 

9842 gives a clergyman. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Search www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


JOB 

SEARCH 

OVER 


Associated with 

Express & Star STAR 


jAl 

Star Employment 

services ’ 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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eating out 



Just the beginning - the tandoori king prawns were plump 


The bright stuff - chicken tikka masala 


Chop chop - the tandoori lamb chops 


Pictures by Steve Leath 



Proving popular-the Penn Tandoori 


Spice is right with combination 
of flavours that really hit the spot 


THAT’S the best curry I’ve had in 
a long time,” declared my sister. 
“The service was excellent,” stat¬ 
ed my eight-going-on-18 niece. 

While my five-year-old nephew, who 
is the fussiest eater I’ve ever known, 
cleaned his plate. 

And that, my friends, is testament 
enough to the fantastic meal we had at 
Penn Tandoori recently. In the history 
of writing these reviews I could probably 
count the number of five star ratings on 
one hand, but Penn Tandoori, at 272 Penn 
Road, Wolverhampton, is deserving of every 
bit of praise because it was faultless. 

We arrived on a Monday evening during 
the Easter school holidays, and were pretty 
much banging on the door at 6pm we were 
so hungry. 

I arrived late, but my sister and her chil- 


Lisa Wright tucks in 


dren were already seated, coats kindly hung 
up for them and menus in hand. 

The restaurant was quiet at this stage 
- we were the first through the door - but 
gradually through the evening it began to 
get busier, with a mix of couples and a few 
of the large tables that appeared to be cele¬ 
brating birthdays. And when a restaurant is 
busy on a traditionally quiet Monday, that’s 
always a good sign in my book. 

Inside, the decor is nothing to scream 
about, but the environment is comfortable 
and relaxed. There’s a small welcome area 
with a sofa and coffee table as you walk in, 
and as you are led into the restaurant it is 
surprisingly roomy, with a fully-licensed 
bar stocking a wide range of beers, wines 
and spirits. 

It looks unfussy and classic with leather 


chairs, cream tablecloths, mint green walls, 
neat black napkins and a few ornaments 
here and there. Ultimately it is a classic 
venue. 

We ordered soft drinks for the kids and 
a bottle of wine for the grown-ups while 
we looked through the menu, which has a 
great mix of classic dishes and some splen¬ 
did-sounding specials. 

Munched 

As we were deciding what to order, we 
munched through a mountain of crisp pop- 
padoms which came with various dips. 

The menu was full of tempting offerings, 
particularly on the chefs specials menu, 
such as the chicken capsila - boneless tan¬ 
doori chicken, cooked with ginger, herbs 
and green chilli, while the Penn special 
salmon was also tempting; a salmon dish 
served with traditional beans and garlic. 


The menu also had all the classic offer¬ 
ings such as bhunas, pathias, madras and 
korma dishes, which gave the option of 
being vegetable, meat or prawn dishes. And 
if you don’t fancy just one dish, you can also 
go for a combination option. 

Suggestions include chicken korma 
with chicken bhuna, chicken jalfrezi and 
lamb balti along with chicken dansak and 
chicken dupiaza - perfect for those who 
can’t make up their minds! There are also 
plenty of vegetable and side dishes. 

Our food was delicious - my notoriously 
picky nephew showing off his clean plate 
with pride after his meal was proof of that. 

The service was friendly and relaxed. And 
if that didn’t win us over, the rose each of 
us three girls was given at the end of the 
night guaranteed we left with a smile on 
our faces. The bill came to just over £75, in¬ 
cluding a bottle of wine, worth every penny. 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London 

Theatre 

Breaks 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach or rail travel 
/ One/two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with selected packages) 

/ Theatre ticket 
/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 
/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please 
read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms 
and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick 
up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The “from ” price and price bands vary for each show 
—see brochure/Web page for details. 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove a runaway 
success here, often go on to triumph on Broadway and around the globe. The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage design 
and commanding performance has enabled London theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, 
four-star accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way breaks are also available to book. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday. 

The ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes 
a ticket for the evening performance (meal not 
included). 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket 
and the option to upgrade plus an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel. 



DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Shared ownership 
of superb property 

A superb modern semi-detached two-bedroomed 
house in Standbridge Way, Tipton is for sale at £57,500 
for fifty per cent shared as part of a housing association 
scheme with no chain. 

Within walking distance of Dudley Port and Tipton Train 
Stations and Tipton’s new leisure centre, this is an ideal 
first time purchase with viewing recommended to really 
appreciate what is on offer here. 

With double glazing and gas central heating its 
accommodation briefly comprises a reception hall, a 
lounge, a fitted breakfast kitchen, two bedrooms, one with 
an en suite shower room, a family bathroom, driveway to 
front and rear garden. 

Contact Paul Dubberley on 0121 5223733 or visit the 
website at www.pauldubberley.co.uk 



TIPTON £57,500 


KEY FEATURES 

Ideal first time purchase 
Double glazing 
Central heating 
Breakfast kitchen 
En suite shower room 

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY 


PHONE: 0121 5223733 
WEB: www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A II T I It B O SURVIVORS 


THURSDAY 26th MAY 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


107 GORGE ROAD, 
BILSTON 


Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


A 



29 DAWSON AVENUE, 
BILSTON 



FLAT 12 STOCKTON COURT, 
MASON STREET, BILSTON 




33 WILLINGSWORTH ROAD, FORMER DOCTORS SURGERY, PINFOLD 4 WHEELER STREET, 

WEDNESBURY LANE, WHEATON ASTON, STAFFORD NEWTOWN 


55-57 CAMBRIDGE STREET, FORMER CINEMA/NIGHT CLUB 

WEST BROMWICH 17 DUDLEY ROAD, BRIERLEY HILL 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 




Barclay Road, Bearwood 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Contemporary Living 
Within A Period Home 

• Stunning, Extended 
Kitchen 

• Four Double Bedrooms 

• EP Rating TBC 

Offers in the region of £399,950 




Barclay Road, Bearwood 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Extended Dining Kitchen 

• Direcly Opposite Warley 
Woods 

• EP Rating TBC 

Offers in the region og £259,950 




R»9uUrfml Rf 


Barclay Road, Bearwood 


• Beautiful Terrace 
Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Extended Breakfast 
Kitchen 

• Wealth of Period Features 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £ 289,950 


(t$ RICS 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 



ml 


Ombudsman 

www.oulsnam.net 

NAEA 
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Two-bedroom 
terraced home 
ideal choice for 
first-time buyers 

SMETHWICK 

£119,950<<< 


An ideal first-time buyers’ or 
buy-to-let purchase, this two- 
bedroomed terraced house in 
Capethorn Road, Smethwick, is 
tastefully presented. 

It is for sale through Robert 
Oulsnam at £119,950. 

It has two reception rooms (one 
with a bay window to the front), a 
modern-style kitchen, two double 
bedrooms, a well-appointed, 
contemporary-style bathroom and 
a brick workshop opening from the 
kitchen, period features including 
coving, wooden flooring and a 
fireplace and a beautifully kept rear 
garden. 

The property is situated close 
to the Bearwood High Street and 
within 0.1 miles of the Hadley 
Stadium. Situated on the cusp 
of Bearwood, both Lightwoods 
Park and Warley Woods can be 
accessed within 1.5 miles. 

For further information contact 
estate agent Robert Oulsnam on 
0121 4299986 or visit the site www. 
oulsnam.net 



Dormer bungalow 
offers a lot for price 


WEDNESFIELD 

£489,995 

A rare and unique detached dormer bungalow 
in Cedar Way, Amos Lane, Wednesfield, is 
an exceptional home available with planning 
permission. 

The home is set in an idyllic cul-de-sac location in 
around % of an acre. 

It has exceptional picturesque landscaped gardens,d 
ample off-road parking and a further parking area 
with storage and double garage. The gardens include 
ornamental ponds and a stream. The property has 
two entrance porches, a 23ft main living room, a 
conservatory/playroom, further sun room/workout 
room, inner hallway, main kitchen diner and separate 
kitchen area/utility, four ground-floor bedrooms 
(one with stairs to a mezzanine balcony study area), 
attic, ground-floor bathroom and en suite, side main 
entrance, WC, and sitting room. 

Contact Connells on 01902 710170 or visit www. 
connells.co.uk 



INKIER 


not to be mtssai 

The Juniper is a stunning 4 bedroom family home that boasts an 
impressive specification as standard, including kitchen appliances 
and fitted wardrobes and en-suite to master bedroom. Plus 
reserve now and get carpets included* 

All from £171,996** through Help to Buy 

(full purchase price £214,995). 

Hurry - so don’t miss out 


Park View 

Off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
call: 0845 652 2471 t or 07773 067 988 
email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


* 


■Henp 
to Buy 


www.kierliving.co.uk 




i^our kohAt, vfoujr locAioh 


Lounge photograph of a typical Kier showhome. Kitchen and external photograph is of The Juniper housetype. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Carpets available on selected plots reserved before 31st May 2016. Terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
fCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. 
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Stanbury Avenue,Wednesbury 

• End terraced property 

• Three spacious bedrooms 

• Two reception rooms 

• Family bathroom 

• Downstairs WC 

• Plentiful storage space 


y Offers in the Region Of £129,950> 




r 


Crankhall Lane,Wednesbury 






Hales Road,Wednesbury 

• • •Goodchilds** 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Receptions 

• Bathroom 

• Off Road Parking 

• Rear Garden 


y Offers in the Region Of £95,000 y 





WE'RE CONFIDENT THAT WE 
CAN SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
IN 43 DAYS OR LESS. 


mmf 


®w2im 


SPEAK TO YOUR LOCAL AWARD WINNING AGENT FOR MORE INFORMATION 


43 

DAY 


T*f u «MV* 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


* Stoke-on-Trent 

* Sutton Coldfield 

* Tamworth 
■ Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 





Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 



your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 



















































































































Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 


16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 



A Free EPC? 


A Free Gas Certificate? 


A Free Rent Guarantee? 


CALL YOUR LOCAL OFFICE 





The Avenue,Darlaston 

• Two Bedroom Second Floor Apartment 

_ ' 

•JF* 

r 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• Allocated Parking 

• Secure Buzzer Entrance 


t! 

r 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


A 

i j jj 

L' i 

Q_ 

r i 


I :» 









Monthly Rental Of £475 

_ j 


CHALLENGE 


WE GUARANTEE TO FIND 
YOU A TENANT IN LESS 
THAN 9 DAYS 

h; .uii >. t> 


■r ji i r • 

m fV ■ 



• Three Bedroom Terraced House 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas central Heating 

• Fitted Bathroom 

• Two reception rooms 

• Rear garden 

Monthly Rental Of £450 



Westbourne Court, Darlaston 

• Double Glazing 

• Electric storage heating 

• Ground Floor 

• Secured Entrance 

• Close To Darlaston Centre 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


Monthly Rental Of £395 J 





Talbot House,West Midlands 

• One Bedroom upper Floor Flat 

• Electric Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Newly Decorated 

• DHSS Accepted 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com t 

_ A 


Offices located in 


Birmingham 

Burntwood 

Brownhills 

Cannock 


Erdington 
Lichfield 
Milton Keynes 
Stafford 


Stoke-on-Trent 
Sutton Coldfield 
Tamworth 
Telford 



Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 




Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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BIGWOOD 


Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 

aSDLBigwood 


ENTRIES INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 




Smart new-build three-bedroomed end-terrace 


This three-bedroomed new-build 
end-terraced house in Tarn Close, 
Willenhall, has all the benefits of a 
brand new property. 

Built by the award-winning five-star 
home builder Lioncourt Homes, it is 
for sale through Paul Dubberley at 
£169,995. 

With double glazing, gas central 
heating, a driveway and gardens, it 
has an entrance hall with stairs off 
and a lounge/diner with patio doors 
opening out to the rear garden. 


WILLENHALL 

£169,995 


The accommodation further briefly 
comprises a kitchen with wall and 
base units, worktops, an integrated 
cooker, hob and extractor, stainless 
steel sink and drainer. 

The property is further 
complemented by a downstairs WC 
which is always useful for a growing 


family, as well as an en suite to the 
main bedroom. The main family 
bathroom has a suite with a bath, WC 
and wash hand basin. 

The selling agents say that this 
lovely property really needs to be 
viewed in order to appreciate the 
quality of its fixtures and fittings and 
internal decoration. 

For further information contact 
Paul Dubberley on 01902 633323 
or visit the agent’s website at www. 
pauldubberley.co.uk 



connells.co.uk 


BEARWOOD 


Hurdlow Avenue Mansion Crescent 

Birmingham £170,000 Smethwick £135,000 



This well presented three bedroom mid town house, is primely located 
within a short walk if Birmingham City Centre, offering a garage and 
driveway to the front, and a large garden to the rear with decking. This 
jsrojDert^Ta^jrea^DOtentiaR^D^^amil^Tom^i^TiultMe^^^^^^ 



A fantastic opportunity to purchase this three bedroom family home, 
located with in a quiet cul de sac. Having being fully refurbished to the 
highest of standards and includes allocated parking space to the front. 


Herbert James Close 

Smethwick £130,000 



This beautifully presented two bedroom top floor apartment boasts unrivalled 
transport links into the City Center of Birmingham and is also within walking 
distance of the newly planed hospital. The property has allocated car 
|Daif<inc^|3ac^nc^ull^ittecn<itchemTnakinc^hi^ro|3ert^^U^^EE^ 


The Lodge Hagley 

Road £115,000 



A very well presented spacious one bedroom top floor flat with balcony, 
located in a desirable Edgbaston suburb, with enclosed proximately to 
motorways and Broad Street. With double glazing, comprising of entrance 
ha[UoungeJ<itchen^ncnDathroon^£ommunak|arden^n^ 


Gaiety House, Re¬ 
gent Street £115,000 



This modern two bedroom apartment, is situated in a convenient location 
with great transport links to the city centre and other nearby destinations, 
within walking distance of most local amenities and is located within a 
secur^gartmen^uildin^vitl^n^Nocate^arkin^gac^^^^^^^ 


Beakes Road 

Bearwood £130,000 



A three bedroom end terraced home in a superb location close to 
Bearwood High Street. Benefitting from excellent transport links and off 
road parking the property briefly comprises: large through lounge/dining 


Stony Lane 

Smethwick £180000 



A SPACIOUS and EXTENDED 5 bedroom semi-detached property 
comprising of 2 reception rooms, upstairs bathroom and downstairs 
shower room. Having a garage to the rear and fully double glazed and 
centraHTeatin^hroughou^lEWIN^HIGH^ECOMMENDED!^_ 


Clifton Close 

Oldbury £150,000 



A beautifully presented three bedroom detached property also having 
detached garage and off road car parking, Briefly comprising of three 
bedrooms, through lounge dining room, and garden to rear. 




































Connells 


connells.co.uk 
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WEDNESBURY 


Tame Crossing 

Wednesbury £109,999 



A raised ground floor modern apartment with ground floor access having 
stunning views over playing field and duck pond. This apartment must be 
viewed to appreciate the outlook and secluded position. Comprising of 
loungejdtchen^athroom^w^edrooms^fh^a^addn^n^isitoj^gaces. 


Shaftesbury Road 

Wednesbury £165,000 



A traditional three bedroom semi-detached property benefiting from NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. Briefly comprising of two reception rooms, kitchen, 
first floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden, driveway providing of-road 

joad<inc^nc^|aracj^oj^torac|^s^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Shelton Close 

Wednesbury £160,000 



A well presented extended three bedroom detached property briefly 
comprising off entrance hallway, lounge, dining room, kitchen, laundry 
room, first floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden, off-road parking, 


Gospel Oak Road 

Tipton £127,995 



Atcham House - A stylish construction of nine, two bedroom spacious 
apartments in a three-story block with three different styles and with a 
fantastic traditional design having highly efficient running costs. Call Connells 
nov^onrioj^nfomTatioj^m^gistei^ounnteresU^voi^isaggointmen^ 


Rachel Close 
Tipton 


£164,950 


Old Park Road 


£114,000 


Jockey Lane 
Wednesbury 


£159,950 


Burrs Drive 
Wednesbury 


£80,000 




A fantastic opportunity to purchase this retirement bungalow for buyers 
over the age of 55. Offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN the property briefly 
comprises of porch entrance, lounge, two bedrooms, fitted kitchen, 
showeMjoorr^ncHo^Tiaintenanc^nclosecU^aj^iardej^EP^^atinc^. 



•OPEN DAY 30TH ARPIL - CALL US TO ARRANGE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT* A detached brand new two bedroom bungalow having a 
beautifully fitted kitchen, lounge, two bedrooms with master having en-suite, 

bathroom^fH23^3jj|<ij | Jg^3jjd®j | J^2i™!^!™ilil^lil™S2lI™222Jilil^^™ 



A modern style first floor two bedroom apartment, being ideal for a first 
time buyer or investor, briefly comprising of spacious lounge, having 
patio doors opening onto views, Kitchen, Bathroom, Allocated parking 
and NO UPWARD CHAIN. 


0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springfield, Wednesbury,wWest Midlands WS10 9AD 


The Property 
Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 



connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


Bank Street 

West Bromwich £172,500 



Connells are now in receipt of an offer for the sum of £166,000 for 14 
Bank Street, West Bromwich, B71 1HF. Anyone wishing to place an offer 
on this property should contact Connells, 3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, 
B7(^N^^^^2^^^^oefroj^xchnacj^^ontract^^P^2ti£c^^ 


Bagnall Street 

West Bromwich £82,500 



12 Bagnall Street, West Bromwich, B70 6PN. We are acting in the sale of the 
above property and have received an offer of £82,500 on the above property. Any 
interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to the selling agent before 
exchang^^ontract^ake^olac^h^nery^erformanc^ertificat^atinc^^ 


Andrew Road 

West Bromwich £190,000 



A well presented 3/4 bedroom semi detached dormer bungalow briefly comprising of an 
entrance hallway, lounge, dining area, kitchen and downstairs family shower room. The property 
also benefits from gas central heating, double glazing (where specified), off road parking, garage, 
fronUn^aj^ardensJh^rogeit^^ein^ol^itl^^PWAR^HAI^P^atin^^^ 


Thursfield Road 

West Bromwich £199,995 



Oak Road 

West Bromwich £140,000 



A large 3 bedroom mid terrace property briefly comprising of an entrance hallway, 2 
reception rooms, kitchen,downstairs WC, upstairs family bathroom. The property also 
benefits from gas central heating, double glazing, front and rear gardens and a rear 
garag^HISPROPER^SBEINGSO^WmNOUPWARDOHAIf^PCRatin^d 


Arlington Road Herbert Street 

West Bromwich £190,000 West Bromwich £135,000 



A well presented 3 bedroom traditional style semi detached property,briefly comprising 
of an entrance hallway, 2 reception rooms,kitchen and a downstairs wet room. The 
property also benefits from an upstairs family bathroom, gas central heating, double 
glazincQwher^gecified^ofboa^aridn^n^^eai^ardej^P^atin^^^^^^^ 


A 3 bedroom traditional style end terrace property briefly comprising of a vestibule entrance, 
main entrance, hallway, 2 reception rooms, kitchen, lobby and a downstairs bathroom. The 
property also benefits from an upstairs WC,gas central heating, double glazing (where specified) 
an^vittyarden^^h^ron^n^eanh^rogert^^ein^ol^itl^mjgwar^hair^P^^ 


Sams Lane 

West Bromwich £165,000 



A well presented modern style three bedroom town house briefly comprising: entrance 
hall, study/guest room, downstairs WC, kitchen-diner and a first floor bathroom. The 
property also benefits from a lounge, second floor bathroom, gas central heating, 
doubl^lazing^liocate^aridn^n^ajden^^h^ron^n^eaj^P^ATIN^^^ 
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Attractive three-bedroom traditional 
style semi convenient for city centre 


An attractive three-bedroomed 
traditional-style semi-detached, 
175 Coalway Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, is within walking 
distance of amenities and 
convenient for access to the city 
centre. 

The accommodation comprises 
two living rooms a fitted kitchen 
with integrated fridge freezer and 
dishwasher, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom and a separate WC. 


PENN, WOLVERHAMPTON 
£170,000 «< 

There is ample parking and an 
attractive enclosed rear garden. 

For further information contact 
Sanders Wright & Freeman on 
01902 575555 or visit the site 
www.swfestateagents.co.uk 



Bartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



• A Detached Property • Double Glazing & Central Heating 

• Four Bedrooms • EPC Rating D 

• Two Reception Rooms • Freehold 


Little Lane > West 
BromwichOnly 4 Plots 
Remaining Available 
NowPrices from £249,950 
2x Three Bedroom Semi 
Detached Bungalows 
2x Three Bedroom 
Detached Bungalows 



• A Terraced Property • Double Glazing & Central Heating 

• Two Bedrooms • EPC Rating D 

• Two Reception Rooms • Freehold 



• A Semi Detached Property • Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Three Bedrooms • EPC RATING E, 

• Lounge & Dining Room • Freehold 


£350,000 


£99,950 


£109,950 


MONARCH COURT, WS10 9FD 



»A Duplex Apartment 
>Two Bedrooms / En -Suite 
»Excellent Location for Commuting 
• Ideal 1 st Time Buy 

£99,950 



TUDOR COURT, DY4 8UX 


HOLYHEAD ROAD, WS10 7DQ 


• A Terraced Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Central Heating & Double Glazed 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Freehold, No Upward Chain 

£124,950 



► A Two Bedroom Flat 

► Ground Floor 

► Electric Heating 


• Majority Double Glazed 

• DSS ACC 


CCEPTED 
> Available Now 


DEPOSIT £450 PLUS OTHER FEES 



» A Well Presented Apartment 

> Two Bedrooms 

»Allocated Car Parking 

> Storage Heating 

> Fitted Kitchen 

£90,000 





• A Mid Terraced Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating & Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£114,950 




Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 

Zoo pic w'.'-- 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 



DEREK SPIRES 




61 LIGHTWOODS ROAD, 
BEARWOOD 


•Three Bedrooms 
•Bathroom with Individual Shower 
•Dining Room & Lounge 
•Refitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
•Downstairs Cloakroom 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £220,000 


23 HARDEN KEEP, SMETHWICK ■ U9 HITCHCOCK CLOSE, SMETHWICK 


•Specifically for over 60s 
•Two Bedrooms & Shower Room 
•Lounge & Kitchen 
•Communal Gardens 
•Emergency Pull Switches 
.95% Equity Share 


OFFERS BASED ON £90,000 


•Modern Town House 
•Two Double Bedrooms 
•Spacious Lounge 
.Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
•Off-Street Parking 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £118,985 




35 NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD, 
TIVIDALE 


•Two Bedrooms & Bathroom 
•Kitchen and Lounge 
•Integral Garage 
•Communal Gardens 
•Off-Street Parking 
•ENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 



ksipi 



HA 

m i 



79 THREE SHIRES OAK ROAD, 1 


BEARWOOD 


•Three Bedrooms 
•Refitted Fully Tiled Bathroom 
•Spacious Lounge 
.Kitchen/Dining room .Utility 
•Downstairs Cloakroom 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 


1 WHITE ROAD, SMETHWICK | 48 CAPETHORN ROAD, SMETHWICK | 



We are acting in the 
sale of the above 
property and have 
received an offer 
of £85,000. Any 
interested parties 
must submit any 
higher offers in writing 
to the selling agent 
before an exchange of 
contracts takes place. 
EPC Rating F. 
£85,000 



•Two Double 
Bedrooms & 
Bathroom 
•Two Reception 
Rooms 

•Refitted Kitchen 
•ENERGY 
RATING: E 


OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 



60 UPPER ST MARYS ROAD, 
BEARWOOD 


.••• MASSIVE REDUCTION ••• 
•Three Bedrooms & Bathroom 
•Front Reception Room 
•Rear Sitting/Dining Room 
•Downstairs Shower Room 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 





48 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•PRIME LOCATION 
•Three Bedrooms 
•First Floor Bathroom 
•Through Lounge/Dining Room 
•Well Presented Garden 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £180,000 



148 DIBBLE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Two Double Bedrooms 
•Loft Conversion/Occ. Bed 3 
•Two Reception Rooms 
•Fully Tiled Bathroom 
•Side Verandah 
•ENERGY RATING : F 


OFFERS BASED ON £115,000 



225 BEARWOOD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Three bedrooms & Fully Tiled Bathroom 
•Two reception rooms 


•Superbly presented kitchen 


•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £158,950 


PERRY COURT 

St 

y 1BEDROOMED 
RETIREMENT FLATS 

FOR SALE 

— Dekek Spires 

. -.% 0121 420 4646 

WA%V.OF^FK5^IRF5ANnCO COM 


OnThe 



www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 


rightmove 
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pauldubberley 

Ithe estate 

vsnyw.pauldubberleyJcoful<l 




Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 




’ 0>00J 




Bilston 

01902 505974 


Hazel Road 
Tipton 


St Helens Avenue 
Tipton 



-1 


• Superb First Floor Flat 

• No Upward Chain 

• Superb Location 

• 2 Bedrooms, 

OFFERS AROUND: 0"70 nCO 

Viewing: L/U,UOU 


• Spacious End Terrace 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, 

Viewing: AROUND: Q 5 QQQ 


• Attractive Modern End Terrace 

• Good Location • Viewing Recommended 

• Gas Central Heating • Excellent Size Plot 

• EPC D 

• Lounge 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Side Garage • Rear Garden, 


OFFERS AROUND: 


£112,000 



• Modern Detached 

• UPVc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Loft Coversion • Garage Conversion 

• 4 Bedrooms • 2 Rn suites, EPC D 

Viewing: around £164,950 


Oakley Avenue 
Tipton 


• Attractive Modern Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Ideal First Time Purchase 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£104,950 



• Ideal Modern End Terrace 

• Good Location • Ideal First Time Purchase 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• EPC C 

• Lounge • Conservatory 

Viewing 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms • Bathroom 

• 2 Car Driveway To Front, 

OFFERS AROUND: 

£112,000 

• Immaculate Modern Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Sought After Development 

• EPC Rating D 

• Lounge / Dining Room 

Viewing 

• Re-Fitted Kitchen with built in appliances 

• 3 Bedrooms • En Suite Shower Room 

• Recently Improved Family Bathroom, 

OFFERS AROUND: £154,500 

• Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating • 
Cavity Wall Insulation 

• No Upward Chain 

S AROUND: £122,000 

• Modern Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain • Viewing Recommended 

• 3 Bedrooms • En suite, EPC C 

S SAROUND: £149,950 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE VALUATION 


Woden Road East 
Wednesbury 






• Througi 

• , Modern Kitch«?i With Appliances 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£ 220,000 


Cramp Hill 
Wednesbury 



• Modem Semi Detached Property 

• Master Bedroom & En-Suite 

• Two Further Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating C, Family Bathroom & Guest WC 

Viewing: AROUND: 3 -, Q0Q 


Wellcroft Street 
Wednesbury 


Hawkswood Drive 
Wednesbury 


Burrs Drive 
Wednesbury 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedroom 

• First Floor Bathroom 

• , Lounge & Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£110,000 


• Well Presented Semi Detached Home 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• , Kitchen & Lobby/Workshop 

£119,995 


• Modern Semi Detached Home 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge Incorporating Dining Space 

• EPC Rating: C, Feature Conservatory 

£125,000 


• First Floor Modern Apartment 

• Well Presented Throughout 

• Two Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating: B, Lounge Incorporating Dining Area 

OFFERS AROUND: OOf\ 

Viewing: LoU,UUU 


Addenbrooke Street 
Wednesbury 


REDUCED 


Mcdougall Road 
Wednesbury 


Whitgreave Street 
West Bromwich 


Nine Pails Walk 
West Bromwich 


Church Vale 
West Bromwich 



• Impressive & Immaculate Detached Residence 

• Three Bedrooms & Refitted Family Bathroom 

• Spacious Lounge & Dining Room 

• Energy Rating E, Feature Conservatory 

OFFERS AROUND: aj 7 r aaa 

Viewing: LI /0,UUU 


• Refurbished Detached Bungalow 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Modern Shower Room 

• Energy Rating E, Refitted Kitchen With Built 

Viewing: around £149,950 


• Spacious Semi Detached Home 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Through Lounge & Kitchen 

• Energy Rating D, Ground Floor Bathroom 

£120,000 


• Semi Detached House 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Hallway, Lounge 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£95,000 


• First Floor Maisonette 

• Hallway 

• Lounge 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£68,500 


• Upper floor Maisonette 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Double Glazed, GCH 

• , Kitchen 
OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£92,500 



• Victorian Mid Terrace 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• hallway, sitting room, Lounge 

• , Dining Room, Kitchen 

£160,000 


• New Build Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms, en suite to master 

• Guest Cloaks, Family Bathroom 

• , Fitted Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£179,995 


• Mid Terrace Property 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Lounge / Diner 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£120,000 


• 5 Bedroom End Terrace 

• Porch, Hallway 

• Lounge, Dining Room 

• , Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£165,000 


• End Terrace 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• , Kitchen / Diner 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


• 1st Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Lounge / Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 


• , Bathroom 

£125,000 Viewing: 


£77,500 


The Property 

OmlxjHuan 

I MiR 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 







































































































































John Mtij.fr 

Sell • Rent • Manage 


John Miller is a 

Transparent Experienced Property 
Agent, Providing Honest Professional 
Advice Since 2001. 


Head Office 

386 High Street, 

West Bromwich West Midlands B70 9LB 

0121 794 3340 l 0330 124 1826 

e: info@johnmiller.co.uk 
www.johnmiller.co.uk 


Dudley: 01384 210 511 


Wolverhampton: 01902 902 283 


Walsall: 01922 716 988 


Wednesbury: 0121 794 3341 



Carnegie Avenue 

• Investment Opportunity 

• Top Floor Studio Apartment 

• 105 Years, Lease Team 

• Open plan Living room & Bedroom area 

• Prominent Location with Good Road Links 

• Rental Income of £4,476 p.a, return of 9.96% 


Constance Avenue 

• Traditional 3 bedroom Semi Detached house 

• Ideal Family Home 

• 2 Reception Rooms • No chain 

• Investment Property 

• Net Rental Income of £6,000 p.a, Return of 4.29%. 

• Prominent Location with Good Road Links 

• Vacant Possession upon completion 


ATTENTION ALL 
LANDLORDS! 
No Landlords Fees 

Please Quote “JM386” 

T & C applies 



Constance Avenue 

• Traditional 3 bed corner plot Semi Detached house 

• Ideal Family Home • No chain 

• Investment Property 

• Net Rental Income of £6,000 p.a, Return of 4.29%. 

• Prominent Location with Good Road Links 

• Vacant Possession upon completion 


Lusbridge Close 

• A rare opportunity to acquire a unique proper¬ 
ty in one of Halesowen’s premier location 

• Ideal Family Home 

• Conservatory 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Garage 

• Spacious Driveway 





Tantany Lane 

* Traditional end Terrace property 
» Ideal Family Home 
» Two bedrooms 

» 2 reception rooms, one used for bedroom 
» Renovated Kitchen 
» Double Glazing, GCH 


Jowetts Lane 


• Glass Front 

• Security roller shutter front & rear of 
property 

• Off-street parking* Prominent main road 
location 

• A5 Planning permission expired in 
December 2015* Suitable for Alternative uses 

(Subject to consent) 


NOT GETTING 
PAID ON TIME? 

Are you getting sick of 
chasing current agents 
For Your Money? 
We promise to 
pay you within 
48 hours when 
we receive it! 


Getting Ready 
To Sell? 

Don’t Fix The 
Wrong Things! 

Call Us For 
No Obligation 
Free Advice! 

Our Sales Fees are Fixed & 
Transparent 

We will offer free EPC, 
Floor plan, Video Tour 



Abbey Street 

■ 4 Bedroom Terrace House 

■ Within Walking distance of Town Centre & 
Local Amenities 

■ Unfurnished Ready to Move in 

■ Ideal family home 

■ With New Carpets 

■ Central Heating and Double Glazing 


Seagar Street 

* Rental Includes All Utility Bills, Exception of baths 
» Rooms To Let House Share With Landlord Commu¬ 
nal Areas All Furnished 

» 1 Double Room £300 Furnished 
» 1 Single Room £240 Furnished 

* Ideal for Professionals 

» Sandwell hospital & West Bromwich Town Centre 
& New Square Shopping centre 


TO LET £540pcm 


T: 0121 794 3340 .'ft 


www.johnmiller.co.uk 


m 


S KITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 



Book Your Free 


OUR FINDERS FEE* 

Rental Valuation Today’- 


.JMt • 



Call us on 

0121 520 2255 

(option 2) 


Eight offices dedicated to marketing 
your property! 

ARLA Accredited! 

FREE Rental Advice! 

Thoroughly vetted tenants! 

Fully Bonded Deposits! 

Inventories prepared by our Qualified 
Chartered Surveyor! 

Rent transferred within TWO working 
days of receipt! 

FREE quotations on ALL repairs 


‘Present this voucher during your valuation appointment. One coupon per managed property. Photocopies not accepted. VALID UNTIL 31/05/16 



Wednesbury 

Richard Williams Road 

•Three bedroom semi •Fitted kitchen with 

•Gas central heating cooker 

•Double glazing •Rear garden 

•Utility room •Available immediately 


Wednesbury 

Darby Road 

•Three bedrooms 

• Fitted kitchen with oven 
•Separate dining room 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Rear garden 

• Must be viewed! 



Bilston 

Sidcup Close 

•Four bedroom detached house 
•G/Central heating 
•Kitchen with cooker 
•Separate utility room 
•Master bedroom 
•Ensuite shower 


| TENANTS! | 

£ 180 * 


Kingswinford 

Glynne Avenue 

•Recently redecorated 
•Three bed semi 
•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Double glazed throughout 
•Two double bedrooms 
•Bathroom with shower 


Bilston 

Kemsey Drive 

•Mid-terrace property •Kitchen with cooker 

•Three bedrooms •Conservatory 

•Lounge with feature fire •Central heated 

place •Double glazed 


[ 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
*£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788 188 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 


(5)nTheMarketa 


f JD 

















































































We Value Your Home 



SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 



■ i ^ #5^' 
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WORDSWORTH STREET west bromwich 

• END TERRACE HOUSE • KITCHEN 

• TWO BEDROOMS • BATHROOM 

• PORCH • REAR GARDEN 

• LOUNGE • INTERNAL VIEWING REQUIRED 

£110,000 OFFERS 


HIGH STREET, MOXLEY wednesbury 

• MID TERRACED HOUSE • KITCHEN/DINER 

• THREE BEDROOMS • SHOWER ROOM 

• DOWNSTAIRS CLOAKROOM • REAR GARDEN 

• LOUNGE • INTERNAL VIEWING 


RECOMMENDED 

£115,000 OFFERS 



POUND ROAD WEDNESBURY 

• IMMACULATE DETACHED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• LOUNGE 

• DINING ROOM 


"||S5b1 


VICARAGE ROAD wednesbury 

• MID TERRACED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• REAR GARDEN 

£109,950 OFFERS 



WATERSIDE AVENUE wednesbury 

• FOUR BEDROOMS 

• EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• INTERNAL VIEWING ADVISED 

£275,000 OFFERS 



*« 




WODEN ROAD EAST wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• FULLY REFURBISHED 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

£154,950 OFFERS 



nr 

KENT ROAD wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• DRIVEWAY 

• NO CHAIN 


» OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/CONSERVATORY 
» FAMILY BATHROOM 
» GARDEN 

» OFF ROAD PARKING 

£149,995 OFFERS 


JOHN FLETCHER CLOSE wednesbury 

• DETACHED FAMILY HOME • KITCHEN 

• THREE BEDROOMS • CONSERVATORY 

• LOUNGE • BATHROOM 

• DINING ROOM • GARAGE 


Selling quickly 
doesn’t mean 
selling for less 

Receive more viewings, interest, 
offers and achieve maximum 
value through the modern 
auction route. 


SKITTS 


£190,000 OFFERS 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

sedgley@skitts. net 

□ 1902 686868 

greatbridge@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 

□ 1384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts. net 

□ 1922 478104 

bilston@skitts. net 

□ 1902 353578 

wednesfield@skitts. net 

□ 1902 732324 

willenhall@skitts. net 

□ 1902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts. net 

□ 121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts. net 

□ 1902 788188 

lettings@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 
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tel 01215 051 818 
visit www.skitts.net 



BRATCH CLOSE DUDLEY 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• CASH BUYERS PREFERRED 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

GUIDE PRICE £90,000 



DALE STREET wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOME 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• CENTRAL HEATING 

£124,995 OFFERS OVER 



CORPORATION STREET wednesbury 

» SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 


• TWO BEDROOMS 

• LARGE GARDEN 

• VIEWING ADVISED 


£107,000 OFFERS 



£121,950 OFFERS 


1 

DURHAM ROAD wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• LOFT ROOM WITH RETRACTABLE LADDER 

• REAR GARDEN 

£116,950 OFFERS 





COLES LANE west bromwich 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• KITCHEN 

• UPSTAIRS BATHROOM 


• DOWNSTAIRS W.C. 

• REAR GARDEN 

• NO UPWARD CHAIN 

• INTERNAL VIEWING REQUIRED 


HEATHFIELD LANE WEST wednesbury 


• EXTENDED TERRACED HOUSE 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• EXTENDED DINING KITCHEN 

• BATHROOM 


» DOUBLE GLAZED 

• CENTRALLY HEATED 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

• INTERNAL VIEWING ADVISED 






LILAC GROVE wednesbury 

• SEMI DETACHED HOME 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN 


* UTILITY AREA 

* BATHROOM 

* REAR GARDEN 

* INTERNAL VIEWING 


GUIDE PRICE £88,000 


£99,950 OFFERS 


RECOMMENDED 

£115,000 OFFERS 
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SKITTS /l THE WEST MIDLANDS * 

U PROPERTY AUCTION 

PROPERTY AUCTIONS 



RUSSELLS HALL ROAD Dudley 

••MUST BE SEEN** An extremely well presented 
semi-detached property situated in a popular 
area benefiting from central heating, double 
glazing, 17ft garage and a 34ft garage/workshop 

Guide Price £99,950 


AUCTION 


GREEN LANE, SHELFIELD walsall 

A two bedroom ground floor apartment situated in 
the popular area of Shelfield offering gas centrally 
heated and Upvc double glazed accommodation 
which should be viewed internally. Garage in Block 

Guide Price £55,000 


FLETCHER ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Three bedroom link detached house, hall, 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
gas central heating system, gardens, 
driveway 

Guide Price £113,000 


HARGATE LANE west bromwich 

For sale by Modern Method of Auction; Starting 
Bid Price £60,□□□.□□ plus Reservation Fee. 
This property is for sale by West Midland 
Auction powered by iam-sold Ltd. 

Guide Price £60,000 


m 



BRATCH CLOSE Dudley 

Vacant possession, this improved semi-detached 
house is located near the head of a quiet 
cul-de-sac upon the areas most desirable 
estate. Double glazed, central heating 

Guide Price £90,000 


VINCENT STREET walsall 

Victorian style end terraced residence located 
in the periphery of Highgate, Walsall. Three 
bedrooms,two reception rooms, Upvc double 
glazed windows and gas central heating 

Guide Price £99,950 


BURROWES STREET walsall 

A conveniently located two bedroom second 
floor apartment with gas central heating 
and uPVC double glazing, no upward chain 
viewing recommended 

Guide Price £60,000 


COLES LANE west bromwich 

Representing an opportunity for investors or first 
time buyers looking for a project, this three 
bedroomed end of terrace property is located in 
a popular area and stands within a generous plot 

Guide Price £88,000 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

sedgley@skitts. net 

01902 686868 

greatbridge@skitts. net 

0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 

01384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts. net 

01922 478104 

bilston@skitts. net 

01902 353578 

wednesfield@skitts. net 

01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts. net 

01902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts. net 

0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts. net 

01902 788188 

lettings@skitts. net 

0121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts. net 

0121 520 2255 



VICARAGE ROAD bilston 

This distinctive and slightly set back detached family 
residence having FOUR double bedrooms and 
FOUR reception rooms is conveniently situated 
providing easy access into Birmingham, Dudley 

Guide Price £200,000 


DAW END LANE, RUSHALL walsall 

A spacious Four bedroom traditional style 
detached property situated in the popular 
Rushall area of Walsall. 

Guide Price £160,000 


ST. CLEMENTS AVENUE walsall 

A Four bedroom town house style property 
situated in the Leamore area of Walsall, 
upstairs bathroom, gas central heating 
system, Upvc double glazing 

Guide Price £70,000 


CARISBROOKE ROAD wedimesbury 

For sale by Modern Method of Auction; Starting 
Bid Price £67,000 plus Reservation Fee. A two/ 
three bedroom townhouse benefitting from no 
upward chain, this property is located within 

Guide Price £67,000 



CATHERINE ROAD bilston 

This three/four bedroom family home is situated 
in a popular residential area and benefits from 
central heating, double glazing, conservatory, 
bathroom plus a wet room and off road parking. 

Guide Price £99,950 


BROAD LANE, BLOXWICH walsall 

Victorian style terrace thought ideal as 
an investment opportunity or first time 
purchase, conveniently located for Bloxwich 
North railway station, TWO BEDROOMS 

Guide Price £69,950 


SIGNAL GROVE, BLOXWICH walsall 

A Modern two bedroom town house located 
near to Bloxwich Railway station offering 
gas centrally heated and Upvc double glazed 
accomoodation which is available with no chain 

Guide Price £69,950 


THE CHAPEL BROAD WAY, PELSALL 

Number 2 The Chapel is a One bedroom attached 
bungalow located within the popular Pelsall area 
of Walsall. The property has Upvc double glazed 
windows, a fitted kitchen and shower room and 

GUIDE PRICE £79,950 


NEXT AUCTION 


THURSDAY 2ND JUNE 2016 


HAYWARD SUITE, 
MOLINEUX STADIUM 

WATERLOO ROAD 

WOLVERHAMPTON WV1 4QR 

B.30PM REGISTRATION 

7.30PM START 



AUCTION 


RIBBESFORD AVENUE, OXLEY 


a three bedroom detached property standing on a 
very generous-sized plot, central heating and a 
large rear garden. Viewing highly recommended 
[with POTENTIAL FOR BUILDING subject to 

Guide Price £220,000 


PROBERT ROAD, OXLEY 

Land in Oxley, Wolverhampton. The land 
has planning permission for a three 
bedroom detached property - planning ref: 
13/01156/FUL. 

Guide Price £55,000 


PARK MEADOW AVENUE bilston 

Starter Flome? Investment? or Downsizing? 
YOU DECIDEIThis MODERN TWO BEDROOM 
end terrace home requires tender loving 
care, and is available with no upward chain 

Guide Price £85,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property 
situated on large corner plot. The property 
is located in a cul de sac position within 
the popular Dudley Fields development 

GUIDE PRICE £75,000 


FOR SALE BY MODERN METHOD OF AUCTION, 
STARTING BID PRICE £130,000 PLUS 
RESERVATION FEE •••AUCTION PROPERTY*** 
SPACIOUS DETACHED 3 BEDROOMS 

Guide Price £130,000 



THE CRESCENT, TETTENHALL WOOD 

• ••AUCTION*## •••NO CHAIN**# For Sale 
by Modern Method of Auction; Starting Bid 
Price £115,000 plus Reservation Fee. Skitts 
Estate Agents are pleased to present a three 

Guide Price £105,000 



MULBERRY PLACE, BLOXWICH 

A three bedroom semi detached property 
situated within the Dudley Fields area cf 
Bloxwich offering gas centrally heated and 
Upvc double glazed accommodation 

Guide Price £75,000 


AUCTION 



BEACONSFIELD AVENUE, 

A newly refurbished three bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. The property boasts a lounge, dining 
room, modern fitted kitchen, sun room, master 
bedroom downstairs, downstairs bathroom, 

Guide Price £105,000 


AUCTION 


GREEN LANES bilston 

This is an opportunity to buy a property with 
outline consent for re-development as two 
pairs of semi detached homes, for more 
information give us a call!! 

Guide Price £160,000 


PENKRIDGE GARDENS, OFF 

• •RESERVED»«»«»LAST PLOT REMAINING*** 
CALL SKITTS ON 01902 788188 TO BOOK 
AN APPOINTMENT. ••ASSISTED MOVE/ 
INCENTIVES AVAILABE#* 

Guide Price £150,000 


HAWKSFORD CRESCENT, BUSHBURY 

A three bedroom semi-detached property in need 
of some renovation,, three good sized bedrooms 
and a bathroom. It benefits from majority double 
glazing, central heating, enclosed rear garden 


Guide Price £60,000 


I ar^ 1 - 

SOUTH STREET, OXLEY ^ 

One bedroom, first floor flat. The property briefly 
comprises of a lounge with dining area, fitted 
kitchen, double bedroom and family bathroom. It 
also benefits from double glazing, central heating 



Guide Price £35,000 


ST. CHADS ROAD bilston 

Traditional DETACHED bungalow, with no upward 
chain, and is in need of modernisation! 
Accommodation includes, side entrance porch, 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, TWO bedrooms, 

Guide Price £89,950 


BEECH ROAD, OXLEY Wolverhampton 

•••AUCTION*#* For Sale by Modern Method 
of Auction; Starting Bid Price £115,000 plus 
Reservation Fee. •••NO CHAIN*#* Skitts 
Estate Agents are pleased to present a three 

Guide Price £115,000 


PENKRIDGE GARDENS, OFF 

• •• CALL SKITTS ON 01902 788188 TO 
BOOK AN APPOINTMENT. ••ASSISTED 
MOVE / INCENTIVES AVAILABE** 

Guide Price £180,000 



GLASTONBURY CRESCENT, 

• ••••••••••••AUCTION 

PROPERTY************* this property 
will be offered for sale on Wednesday 20th April 
2016 at the Molinuex Stadium Wolverhampton. 

Guide Price £75,000 


AUCTION 



• ••••••••••FOR SALE BY MODERN METHOD 

OF AUCTION##**#****#**#* A two bedroom 
end town house style property in need of internal 
modernisation but offering excellent potential to 

GUIDE PRICE £60,000 


EMERSON GROVE Wolverhampton 

• ••AUCTION*#* •••NO CHAIN*## For Sale by 
Modern Method of Auction; Starting Bid Price 
£65,000 plus Reservation Fee. Skitts Estate 
Agents are pleased to present a three bedroom 

Guide Price £65,000 
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FOCUS ON 
ACHIEVING 


Try our 21 day 
offer promise 


LOVEYOUR 

POSTCODE 


Award Winning Modern Estate Agents 


Proven to get you more when compared to traditional estate agents 


Achieving an average 98.7% of the asking price over 130 properties sold within the last six months in Sandwell (Getagents 15/2/16) 











f 

mP Local Specialists 


k43 


L I 


JP BUILDERS 


All aspects of building work undertaken: 


* Bricklaying 

* Plastering 

* Carpentry 


A local, friendly and 
reliable family business! 


Call for a FREE quote - 07515 831 955 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 


* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 


0121 556 7203 


I 




A DAMP 
M PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damg^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


concrete specialists 

Weed-free paving 
• No maintenance 
Non-sinking 

Block paving Jet-Wash Service 

Various patterns and 
colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

FREE QUOTES 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 j 


Trent Driveway* 4 

Putie tptciiliili 


• FENCING 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING 1 • — 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


I 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


Checka ade.com^^D 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


i 


HI PRINTS 


Blinds4Less 


Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Pattern imprinted 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MDB Electrical 
Services 


( All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 


FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MBCjelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ m 

local service call: — 


mbelectric. co.uk t 


Carpets 


J. J. Digital Aerials I pm rr 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite I Jj 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 



AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 


Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I Choose at Home Service 
Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take ✓L Free Quotations and Measuring. 

away old carpets free of charge l A we’ll bring loo’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. —— — bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 


DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



Samantha Sofa 


3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

£500' 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 

was £14.99 


Lola Leather^ 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 




Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Rnad, Gnrnal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


TIPTON 

WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 

1M 


WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 830 3633 



Plastering 


Decorating 


Fencing 


TAD FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
> AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 



FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


ELITE 


FENCING 

We supple apd Hi FREE QUOTE 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


Sureplast 

Plastering 

Services 


Fora 

competitive quote 
Please ring Mark 

07795472622 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 


West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Cc mr Zone 

Interior & exterior painting 


and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 4345679 07507070786 





M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Foot Health Practitioner 


Window Specialists 


01384238645 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


07496036966 


J 




Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 


See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 


15 years’ experience 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.hpltmmentalironwork.coMk 





f^Foot Care In The Comfort \ 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

□ □ □ eL 


Of Your Own Home 

Professional treatment by a qualified practitioner 
Toenail Cutting, Including Ingrown & Thickened 
Relief from painful Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels, 
Verrucas 

Treatment and footcare advice for Diabetic clients 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 
£98 £121 £141 £174 £141 


c YImI 

Jayne Osbourn SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP 

07971 765624 


Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 


r discount on first visit on production of this advert 


Plumbing 


LDVANCE WINDOW 

" systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 ARatedWindows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


OUSEHOLD- 

_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

(HA** All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V,—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers. 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


IQ 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


IB 


Post to... 

Mark Moore / Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


GARDEN 

FORCE 


Turn your jungle into a beautiful garden 

• Slabbing • Fencing • Decking 
• Turfing • Jungle Clearance 
• Blockpaving • Tree Work ON ^ll tree 
• Garden Make-overs work 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

07875124306 / 0121 5020760 

Friendly, Reliable, Affordable Service 


pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 





TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance 
free gardens 

• Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 


1 Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

1 Drives • Patios • Paths Building work 
inriftrtaken • Tarmaning - Rf^rl nr Rlank 



Professional quality work at competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 238 5466 or 07526 164576 



TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing • Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 

• Hedges Trimmed 

• Trees Pruned 

• Gardens Cleared 


GENERAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

LAWNS AND HEDGE CUTTING 
REGULAR RELIABLE SERVICE 

FREE QUOTES • EST 17 YEARS 
CALL KEITH 0121 532 1143 / 07872 992732 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering it New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


PROPERTY REPAIRS PLUMBING 
HOUSE CLEARANCE BATHROOMS 

FULLY INSURED / REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER 

0121 531 5122 I 07875 124 30B 


ALL AREAS y e i. ni21 
COVERED 53i *295 

No Job Too Small Qr 

FREE 07866 
ESTIMATES 623841 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



4 ? 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




Sofits • Dry Verge 

•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Sandwell 




✓ Grass Cutting ✓ Fence 

✓ Hedge Cutting Painting 

✓ Small trees ✓ Garden 

Pruning Clearance 

✓ Weeding ✓ Rubbish 

✓ Jet Washing Removals 

OFFICE 0-12-1 

Mobile 07908 012267 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Gffi? aSBS & (H5M3 SHE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Plumbing & Heating 



Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate SJile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
^on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
y Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



INSTALL - SERVICE - REPAIR 


Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating 
CALL PAUL NOW ON 

J [07932 790111 OR 0121 531 78481 E 
11 FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION a 
Ideal for the elderly and infirm 
Sure Stop - No stop cock, turn off your water with a I 
flick of a switch! E 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 




Rubbish Removal 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

_ West Bromwich _ 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, S, 

No Skips a —1 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 




To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 A 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 

ij • 1 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB A 































































































































Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


KATHY, 45, curvy blonde seeking reliable 
honest man who can get me out of this rut I 
am stuck in, open to new ideas and looking 
for someone special? Give me a try. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422263 0 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
FEMALE, looking for an honest, caring, 
easygoing male. I am divorced and like 
walks, going for meals, cinema and love 
dogs. Text only Mailbox: 4539974 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde lady seeks 
discreet gent for daytime distractions. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 421657 
JOANNA, 49 years old, looking to meet a 
man for friendship 50/60 years old. Text only 
Mailbox: 5428223 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

LORRAINE bored 36yr old looking for 
discreet no strings fun with likeminded 
uncomplicated male, any age/looks/status. 

Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422241 tt 

LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
420237 

SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 
tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and broadminded, 
seeks no strings fun with chap any age, must 
be discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 407953 
LUCY, 49, just looking to enjoy life, can you 
help? seeks fun and good times in or out, 
nothing heavy just no strings meets. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422223 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

KAREN 32 a hardworking petite blonde, 
enjoys nights out, music, etc, WLTM for more 
than just friendship with similar chilled, kind, 
easygoing guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422267 0 

JESSIE, sophisticated, well educated 
brunette lady, 38yrs, WLTM man of any age 
for discreet chats, meetings and more. 
Age/looks unimportant must have SOH. Box 

4107857 

CHRISTINE, 48, petite blue eyed brunette, 
attractive, many varied interests, looking for 
honest, caring, N/S romantic guy with GSOH 
to make my life complete again. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422245 0 
CAROLINE, bored housewife 42, seeking a 
little excitement. Are you 30+ and discreet, if 
so ping me a text and give me a few details. 
Box:4078682 

MARILYN blue eyed curvy just right female, 
36, loves music, good wine, romantic strolls, 
cosy nights in, WLTM like-minded romantic 
for quality times. Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422227 0 
JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green eyes, cuddly 
build, likes going out, gym, reading, looking 
for an honest gentleman for 
friendship/possible relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422257 0 
BROWN eyed brummie female, 65, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, meals out, WLTM male, 
66 -73, for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 
CLARA, 32yr old nurse who likes cosy nights 
in with a good bottle of wine and spending 
quality times with great company, if you feel 
the same pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422055 0 
JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 



Follow us 
on 

6. lo-.vly 


CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013 0 

JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 

CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for fun, 
frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421877 0 

SHARON a young 49, caring bubbly sincere 
single lady, full curvy figure, loves the coast 
and seaside, cosy meals in WLTM male with 
similar interests. Text only Mailbox: 
5444189 


FEMALE, 60s, young looking for my age, 
likes singing, dancing, meals in and out, 
theatre, fun to be with. Single would like to 
meet the same. Text only Mailbox: 5448634 


SALLY 37 blonde, blue eyed, who loves life, 
music, letting my hair down, looking for 
similar flirty guy for enjoy TLC and life. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421451 0 


YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 


18+ and you want to be taught? Teacher glad 
to teach you, older, experienced guy, gentle 
and tender, etc, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422203 


CARING honest female WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text mail box 
only. Text only Mailbox: 4209465 
MANDY divorced independent 46yrs old, 
confident, bubbly and social, looking for male 
companion to share good times and to be 
there for each other. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421841 " 


JESSICA 39, attractive fit/healthy blonde 
female enjoys travel, music, the Arts, gym, 
the good things in life, seeking love, laughter, 
LTR with similar male, 40-55yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421563 0 


48 year old, slim, green eyed female, n/s, 
likes meals out, local theatre, live local bands, 
nights in, looking for a gentleman, 48-52, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 



FEMALE seeks male to wine and dine me, 
and treat me like a lady, aged between 50 

and 60. Text only Mailbox: 5444151 


CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013 0 


TALL leggy slim brunette 37, attractive and 
very much single, WLTM fun loving guy 40- 
60yrs who loves food, wine, cosy nights in or 
out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422029 0 

PRETTY, very fit, young 49 year old female, 
no baggage, seeks fit, refined male, n/s, with 
young outlook, for evenings out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421977 


SHARON 49, med to well built, cuddly, young 
at heart, happy .easygoing, loves the coast 
and seaside looking for honest friendly male. 
Text only Mailbox: 5444189 
ROSEMARY early 50s, GSOH, likes meals 
out, travel, etc, looking for man to share these 
things with. N/S. Text only Mailbox: 


46YR old Asian lady looking for friendship 
maybe more with white male 50+ Text only 
to Mailbox: 5404865 


TIRED OF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 





£1 


SINGUSMYMURM 
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MORE! 


HI I am Lorna 39yr old slim female, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, loves music, seeking 
romantic male to enjoy special times 
together, hopefully leading to true love. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421413 0 
JAYNE, 42, very pretty brunette, stylish, fun, 
loves the 60's, fine wine/restaurants, seeks 
professional gent for mutual life 
enhancement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421311 0 

JO attractive 30's brunette who loves life, 
WLTM up for it male to enjoy nights in/out, 
weekends away, fun times and hopefully 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421259 0 

MONICA 35, very attractive, gorgeous curvy 
figure, WLTM nice male who wants to get to 
know a genuine black beauty to wine, dine, 
romance hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421241 0 
TRISH, 45, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- j 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421137 0 

LOUISE 35, loves meals out, WLTM tallish, 
considerate mature male who is not 
frightened to express themselves and enjoy 

life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421135 0 


FEMALE, 37, new to area, would like to meet 
nice trustworthy man, for friendship hopefully 
more. Text only to mailbox: 5392585 
CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, curves in 
all the right places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420757 0 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, likes 
music, travel, animals, cosy nights in front of 
a log fire, looking for affectionate male for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420715 0 


WIDOWED OAP 82, WLTM lady any age for 
genuine companionship, togetherness, 
holidays and more. Can travel or 
accommodate. Text only Mailbox: 4625673 
GUY, 58, 5ft 11 ins, looking for slim lady for 
fun times only meets. Text only Mailbox: 


LEE, 44, honest, genuine and very caring 
looking for the same in a woman. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

SINGLE business man , 5'11, brown eyes, 
well dressed, stocky build, fair skinned, 
successful, not bad looking, kind, generous 
WLTM female for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5441173 

JOE single 40's Paddy with GSOH, warm 
hearted, WLTM that single special lady to 
brighten up my life. Text only Mailbox: 
5440368 


45 YEAR male with varied interests WLTM 
female, 35 to 55, for friendship and hopefully 
more. Text only Mailbox: 4215562 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


WILL, age 60, slim, grey brown hair, non 
smoker, keen cyclist, kind Christian man 
WLTM caring lady to share life with. Lives 
near Monmouth. Text only Mailbox: 
5447401 

TONY, very slim, seeks slim female, 
looks/age unimportant. I am very 
broadminded, for no strings fun. Very 
discreet. Text only Mailbox: 5442177 
ANDY, young looking 49, 5ft5, slim build, 
from West Bromwich, likes films, socialising, 
looking for a fun lady who likes to laugh, for 
good times/possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421783 0 


SUE, 46, confident 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive interesting 
guy for intimate evenings in with great food 
and conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:420701 0 


Single Men 


MALE early 60s, young outlook on life seeks N| CK, 41, 5ft7, Taurus, n/s, handsome, likes 
similar 50s early 60s genuine female, slim keeping fit, seeks female 30-40s, for 
with GSOH for friendship maybe more. Text friendship and relationship Tel No: 0906 
only Mailbox: 5443478 500 3955 Box No: 421863 0 

PAUL 65yrs, Mobility probs but very caring MALE, from West Brom, slim, young 49, 

looking for caring lady 60/70 for friendship looking for a special lady to spend fun times 
and possible LTR. Text only Mailbox: together and loving relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 421747 
JOHN, 60s, sincere, looking to love and be 

loved, hurt in the past, likes meals out, sports 
and east coast. Text only Mailbox: 4467786 
TOM, 58, dark hair, 6ft, seeks older mature 
female. Size and looks not important. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421595 


IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 50s, 
likes most things, holidays, gardening, 
motorbikes, WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 0 


BUSINESSMAN, 58, adventurous and 
broadminded seeks a wild companion for fun 
and new experiences. Text only Mailbox: 
4534092 

44YRS old male, kind, genuine and honest, 

looking a long-term relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

MALE, 56, slim, 6ft, considerate and caring 
seeks similar type female to share life with. 
Text only Mailbox: 5388635 


PROFESSIONAL male 62, looking for curvy 
feminine woman, 50-70, for relationship, 
loves theatre, films, music, concerts and 
breaks away. Text only Mailbox: 4435871 


mTAJOIN THEM NOW! 


ITS AS SIMPlf AS 


• SENDING Jl TEXT! 

MATCH TO 89990 


IEXT 
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ANGELA, 42, green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind gentleman for 
good times and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421115 0 

MARGARET 39, dark hair/eyed attractive 
petite divorcee, new to area and looking to 
start a new life, WLTM child friendly male, 
single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421129 0 

ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421127 0 


SIMON, kind hearted, average looking chap. 

44yrs, own business, sporty, fun loving. 

Would love to meet a genuine lady to spoil 

and pamper. Box: 4138405 

WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 

Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 

conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 419829 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 

green eyes, seeks genuine female for 

friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 418809 0 

WHITE male 58, looking for large built Indian 

or Black woman for no strings adult fun. Text 

only Mailbox: 4223520 


EDDIE, honest, caring, down to earth, likes 
all kinds of music, going out and having a 
good time, looking for a Black or Polish lady, 

for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422019 0 

MALE, kinky as hell, and you’re any 
age/looks/race/colour, this unattached guy, 
69, god love it, anyway, LTR etc. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 422017 


CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 brunette, 
loves horses, country/beach walks, cosy 
nights in front of fire, good wine/food, WLTM 
similar male who appreciates my interests. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422009 0 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 

ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4211270 

LOVELY lady inside and out, likes music, art, 
days out, countryside, poetry, model railways, 
socialising, DVDs, looking for a kind hearted 
gent, 52+, with a caring nature and GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421935 0 
CARING honest female, WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text only 
Mailbox: 4209465 


SUE 40s female who enjoys evenings in/out 
looking for someone to have some fun and 
hopefully get close to, go on, give me a ring. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421809 0 


HONEST sincere affectionate nurse, 48, 

OHAC, WLTM child friendly male/single dad 
for dates, chats, laughter and more. Any age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421111 § 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 


REBECCA tall slim elegant long legged 
romantic, sensual, professional, lots to offer, 
seeks similar male who also appreciates the 
finer things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421583 0 


MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life with 
similar romantic, caring guy. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791 0 


SUE, 39, slim feminine brunette, caring, fun 
loving, independent, no ties, OHAC, loves 
cooking, WLTM willing male to get to know 
and spend quality times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421617 0 
DONNA 42yrs young separated female who 
is ready to start dating again, bubbly, 
attractive, blonde and raring to get going, 
come on don't keep me waiting! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421567 0 
SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 
tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 


DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, GSOH, 
N/S, loves the simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy together with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420729 0 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420357 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 


DAVE, blue eyes, 5ft 11, looking for love. 
Only genuine replies. Text only Mailbox: 
5457564 

COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks cuddly large full 
figured kind loving lady 50 to 60 for LTR, love, 
kisses, cuddles, holding hands as well. Text 
only Mailbox: 5439562 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
loving, tactile hoping for love again. Text only 
Mailbox: 5449242 

ANDY, young looking 49, 5ft5, slim build, 
from West Bromwich, likes films, socialsing, 
looking for a fun lady who likes to laugh, for 
good times/possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421783 0 





YOUNG looking 58 year old male, looking for 
black or Polish female 23-49 years, I am 
single, white and looking for a long-term 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419903 


47 year old guy, tall, dark hair, blue eyes, 
seeks female, 30-42, in the Leamington 
Spa/Rugby area for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422213 


MATURE male, 60, seeks female for social 
meets, kisses, cuddles and intimate sexy fun, 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE, slim woman looking for fun 

and excitement with guy 35-40 pis text. Text 
only Mailbox: 5419773 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 

MANDY, 45, friendly outgoing arty female 
who loves wining/dining, looking for male to 
sweep me off my feet, take me out and make 
me feel special, reciprocation guaranteed. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421503 0 


SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, 
intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 0 
TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420601 0 


ALWAYS loved it and want to experience an 

older man, who knows how to make love? 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422209 
ASIAN gent, 48, kind and caring, wishes to 
meet lady for chats, weekend outings and 
LTR, any age/status, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422181 0 
MALE, 40s, looking for a special lady to 
spend fun times together and loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:421747 

KISSING in depth, do what turns us on? Both 
unattached, yourself 35 to ..., am kinky, 69, 
Cancer sign, WLTM for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422177 
NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks kind, caring 
romantic lady for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:416905 


MIKE, 6ft, medium to big build, WLTM lady 

for no stings fun, discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421359 0 
MALE seeking female, 45 plus, status 
unimportant, discretion assured for fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418481 
ROBERT, solvent gentleman, seeks female 
companion, to attend ice hockey, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4215170 

MATURE 23 year old. Career minded. 
Workaholic. Looking for a chat maybe more? 
Age does not matter. Text only Mailbox: 
5423510 

Gay Singles 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 pe 
minute plus your phone company’s ac 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes 
sage received. 


MATURE male WLTM similar mature male, 
preferably hairy, bald and over 60 years for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422191 

MALE, 56, seeks older male, 70-80, for close 
adult fun, married welcome. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421475 
MATURE male 61, WLTM male, 50 or 60s, 
who is on the submissive side, for fun and 
friendship. Text only Mailbox: 4236310 
CAROL, bi curious lady, blonde, 5ft2, short 
hair, blue eyes, size 14, WLTM a similar lady 
between 50-60 years old. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421281 0 
CHRIS genuine gay female, 55, smoker, likes 
days out, cosy nights in, seeks local, feminine 
gay female, 40-50's for special relationship. 
Nottinghamshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 373131 

Just Friends 


ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, professional male, 

50, GSOH, easygoing, looking to meet 
someone with a GSOH, to have a laugh and 
a joke and take things from there. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 421903 
SINGLE male 49, caring, romantic, 
affectionate, many interests, WLTM slim, 
busty female 25-45. Text only Mailbox: 

4362337 

PHIL, 537 5ft7, stocky athletic buikL likes 
keep fit, swimming, cosy nights in, meals out, MELANME 47 , seeks straight fema | e friends 
WLTM an honest.attractive caring lady, with for ni hts out pubs , dubs , concer t s , etc. 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box Wolverhampton and surrounding areas. Text 
No: 421385 | on | y to mai | box no: 5345662 

YOUNG looking 56 single male, looking for a PAT 67 , attractive, likes reading, holidays, 
relationship with petite 40 to 50 year old, likes seeking fema , e 65 _ 72 for friendship. Tel No: 
going out/staying in. Text only Mailbox: 0906 500 3955 Box No . 405985 
5428643 


CALL CHARGES": DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT": Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT": 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES": By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 09/05/16 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 
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FreeAds 
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For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bQokenad.expr@ssandstaf;ca.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 

L 


- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

L. 

By Phone 01902 317878 1 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 1 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 1 



Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


-- J 

A 

In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 

Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 

Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

|H Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

SHOP RIDER Sovereign scooter, 
used twice, immaculate. Needs 
new battery through standing. 
£280. 01543 424819. 


Leisure 

Time 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

Every Sunday 

Muckley Corner, Hall Lane, 
Lichfield, WS14 QBE 


Booters £4 


07538 842842 


BAILEY SENATOR VERMONT. 

02/03, 2 berth, rear washroom, 
separate shower, on board water 
tank. All mod cons. £3,150 ono. 
Telephone 07976 653388. 

ELDIS VOGUE II lightweight, two 
berth caravan, almost new awning, 
clean condition. £875. 

01922 492321. 


FIAT AUTOQUEST 

1988, 2 litre petrol, 62,000 
miles. Reupholstered, loads of 
extras, with stand alone awning 
and all accessories. MoT 
August 18. Ready to go. 
£4,500 ono. 

01785 252047. 


FIAT DUCATO 

diesel turbo, Auto-Trail 
Motorhome, low mileage, 
excellent condition, new awning 
and extras. 

£7,250. 

07846 893541. 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


SWIFT CORVETTE 
CLASSIC 

1998, very good condition. 
No damp, comes with loads of 
extras, including full awning and 
blow air heating. 

This caravan is light weight and 
used most weekends. 
Ready to hook up and go. 

£2,200. 

01543 500232. 07867 304795 

TOURING CARAVAN wanted, 
in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


BRIC-A-BRAC AND JUMBLE 
SALE 

St Mark’s Church Hall, 
Ocker Hill, Tipton. 

Saturday, May 14 

at Tpm. 

Admission 20p 
Everybody welcome. 


BASS PLAYER Required for covers 
band, Wednesbury, Tipton, Dudley, 
surrounding areas, any age, com¬ 
mitment essential. 07903 879506. 


PIANO 

Bentley Piano, small, upright, 
plus music stool, reasonable 
condition, can arrange delivery 
at extra cost. 

£175 ono. 

01902 847249. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



caravan holidays 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 


book fair 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm Centre, 
Sun 15th May, Est 1979,Waverley. 
01215504123. Next Antique fair 
(Extra Fair) 29th May & 5th June. 
Stalls available for all. 


table top sale 


ST MATTHEWS CHURCH 

Windmill Lane, Smethwick. 

Spring Fayre 
Saturday May 21, 

10.30 - 3pm. 

Table top sale, prize draw and 
refreshments. 
Admission 20p. 


Home & 
Services 



Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49, 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 

Choose from our unrivalled stocks 
of Mobility Chairs in leather and 
fabric - many models to choose 
saving up to 50% eg Roberto lift 
and tilt in leather Was £699 



G-PLAN Carrera three seater sofa 
plus two chairs. Chequers cream, 
lovely condition. £375 ono. 

01922 496521. 


A BIG SALE ON 

Gas and Electric Cookers, Fires, 
Autos, Tumble dryers, Fridge Freezers 
Church St., Bilston, opp town hall 
PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC 
CALL 01902 403770 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 6 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


M BUILDERS 

Kitchen and 
Bathroom 
specialist 

Tilling, Plastering, Plumbing, 
lEfftcal, New Btosions 
Cel for free quotes, 

07445807184/ 
07460 690367 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 







Llnl 

11 1 1 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security 


j 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

^ building services^ 


AD\ 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damf 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


cctv 


J 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


carpentry & T 

l joinery | 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, windows, staircases, 
refurbs. 07903 234137. 


carpet & upholstery^ 

cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


IT WORKS 


Li 

“I am really 
pleased 
with the 
response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising!” 

Paul Westwood 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


carpet fitters 


jus-, ,-, -,- 

to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


driveways/patio T 

cleaning | 


Block Paving 


idniidLdUdiii rubiuru, 

crete-print cleaning/reseal. 


01902742222/07590389991 | 

FREE QUOTES 


/ reseal. 

0389991 
ES | 


fencing 


• I 

I 


PORTWfiy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

/ 0 bays of quality fencing, CLQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards t O 7 J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £18.95 
8 foot concrete posts £8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot gravel boards £7.95 


0121 531 5250/07866137656 

K-K-^^ecuvERY- 

83 P< 


Portway Ri W'bury 


/DELIVERY'S. 

AVAILABLE 


Fenfcina 

Professional Fence Fitters & Gardeners 


Established 2001 

We are fully insured 
NPTC qualified ana all work comes 
with a 12 month warranty. 

SPECIAL RATES 

available to senior citizens. 

No job too small. 

BIG SPRING DISCOUNT 
NOW AVAILABLE 



01384 620 072 
07908 478 962 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 

services 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



IT WORKS 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


blinds 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 

"50$ 

MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 



HILLARYS 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 47 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


LOCK AND CARPENTRY plurnb- 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


THE CURIO SHOP House i 
specialists. Everything cleared. Est 
1969. 61 George Street, Walsall, 
WS1 IRS. Call 07841 596254. 


c 


painters / ^ 

decorators 1 


DECORATOR 

H ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Free quotes / OAP 
discount. 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 

detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 


plastering ^ 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
SERVICES.For All Your Home 
Improvements. Over 30 Years 
Experience. 

Call Mark 07741 770 897. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIRSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 


IT WORKS 


Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
27 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01215053558/07936882552 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 



Express & Star 


TH I S SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 


OFFICE TO RENT Furnished, Car 
park. 1/2 Mile J9 M6. E30PW inc. 
Monthly terms 07545 909693 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


Property 



Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


tfliuiaai 


MGB ROADSTER P Reg, 1976, one 
owner from new, white, 71k, some 
service history, MoT July, immacu¬ 
late, £4,300. 0121 526 4793. 

MINI COOPERConvertible 09, Grey, 
70k, MoT May, FSH, very good 
condition. 2 previous owners. HPI 
clear. £5,250 ono. 07540 125379. 

PEUGEOT 206cc sports convert¬ 
ible, 2006, silver, 12 months MoT, 
low mileage, good condition, alarm, 
£1,500. No offers. 07510 657690. 

PEUGEOT 207 1,4 petrol, manual, 
46k, met blue, 07 reg, serviced, full 
MoT, 3 lady owners, lovely condi¬ 
tion, £2,300 ono. 07581 080002 

PEUGEOT 207S 56 reg, one owner, 
61,000 miles, MoT till September. 
Immaculate condition. £1,695. 
01922 497609. 


TOOLROOM TOOL 
& DIEMAKER 


calsan 


Colson Castors West Bromwich require a Toolroom Tool & Diemaker 
for their busy operations. The role will require an individual to work in 
the toolroom making jigs / fixtures operating conventional toolroom 
equipment, milling/turning machines & lathes. 

The person will be able to use measuring equipment and have previous 
toolroom background using toolroom equipment, milling and turning 
machines and lathes. The person required must also be able to read 
engineering drawings. 

The successful candidates must be able to show evidence of competence 
through engineering training and qualifications as well as through experience. 
The role will suit someone looking for an organisation that can provide them 
with opportunities to develop and progress and someone who takes pride in 
the job they do and works to high standards. 

Interested: Please contact Emma Skitt - eskit@colson-castors.co.uk- 
NO Agencies 

Closing date: Friday 20th May 2016 


mg. 

Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


CLASS 1 HGV DRIVER, very 


casual, reliable 01922 512935. 


PART TIME FUNERAL 
ARRANGER 20 hours own trans¬ 
port essential Tel 0121 533 0241 


WAREHOUSE OPERATIVE 

required for 
Steel Stockholders 
We have a vacancy for a 
Warehouse Operative with 
experience in steel 
stockholding, operating 
overhead cranes and 
automatic bandsaws. 
Please apply in writing to: 

Alan Cadman, 
Operations Manager, 
Taylor Special Steels Ltd, 
Pearsall Drive, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 2RA 




Motoring 


BMW X3 black, 06 regn, diesal, 
109K, MoT. Good condition. £5,749 
ono. 07855 354291. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2SXi 

41,000 miles, FDSH, white, 
air-con, black alloys. VXR roof 
spoiler. Lady owner. Ideal first 
car. Cheap insurance. 

£3,700. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07446 153957. 


VAUXHALL AGILA DESIGN 

2009,59plate,1 ,2i 
design,petrol,14,125 Miles, 
blue, a/c, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, pas, Alloys, 
Stereo, CD, spots,immaculate 
£3,100 ono 
01902661150 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


RMAlllillllill 

Bit. Here- Z5 Ye*rs 


Bit. Here 2 .5 Ye^»rs 

Wide Range of Cars 
from £500 

Full Mot’s and Warranties 
07956 988517 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


KIA PICANTO 05 reg, MoT Feb 
2017, good runner, £30 road tax, 
£950 ono. 07851 577549. 

MERCEDES BENZ C Class Ele¬ 
gance SE. unmarked leather inte¬ 
rior, 83,000K. MoT,S/H. £1,100.1 st 
to see will buy. 01543 424719 
07790 884466. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.3, 5 door, 54 reg, 
silver, 72k, full MoT, lady owner, 
excellent condition, only £995. 

Telephone 07804 831294. 

ROVER 25 GTi 1.8, WC, 146bhp, 
78k, 5-dr, silver, head gasket done 
in July 2013, MoT Dec, MGZR 
bumpers, £450. 07716 300444. 

VAUXHALL CORSA M reg, spares 
or repair, no MoT, good runner, 
£100 ono. 07754 595041. 

VAUXHALL OMEGA Reflection, 
Blue, 10 months MoT, low mileage 
79K, one owner. £449ono. 01543 
254953. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


YAMAHA VIRAGO 535, H reg, A2 
legal, purple met, MoT’d. battery, oil 
filter, plugs March. Sounds great. 
Only 36k, £900 ono. 01543 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


Local 

Information 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

WEST TIMBER & STEEL 
LTD of 64 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands B70 
6JT is applying for a licence 
to use 64 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands B70 
6JT as an operating centre for 
ONE goods vehicle and NO 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should 
make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner 
at West Midlands Traffic Area 
Application Services, Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 

Dated: May 12, 2016 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


JOAN NIGHTINGALE 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
Lyndon Hall Nursing Home Malvern Close 
West Bromwich B71 1PP and formerly of 
Goldfield Court 22 Dartmouth Street West 
Bromwich B70 8BP and formerly of 35 Vantage 
Point Blacksmith Way West Bromwich West 
Midlands B70 7SX, who died on 04/02/2016, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 15/07/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
Dorothy Cavanagh 
BACHES SOLICITORS LLP 
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich West Midlands B70 7PL 

T470994 
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Personals 


START DATING AGAIN AND 
GIVE YOURSELF A BOOST! 



MALE EARLY 30’S 

Would like to meet a female 
aged 25-30 for a long lasting 
relationship. Must be honest 
and loyal and a non-smoker. 

Looks not as important as 
honesty. 

(Must like reptiles, as it’s a 
hobby of mine!) 

Please write to: 

Box Number P20338, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


# % 

*•# 

WYRLEY JUNIORS FC 

Staffs FA community club of the 
year 

Is looking for players aged 4 
and above and Teams for the 
2016/17 Season. 

Sixty Teams already in place. 
No experience needed - Just 
enthusiasm. 

Girls/Ladies contact Keith 
07836 202764. 
Boys/Men contact Sare 
07505 074434. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 12, 2106 


































































































































DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 
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DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK 

mmm 





2013/13 VAUXHALL 

im 

ADAM 1.2i JAM 

r * 

( 

3 door, Yellow, 31,000 miles 

£6495 


Vauxhall Adam Selection 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Yellow 30,000 miles. 


Vauxhall Ampera Selection 

2012/12 VAUXHALL AMPERA ELECTRON HYBRID White, 25,000 miles 

Vauxhall Antara Selection 

2009/09 VAUXHALL ANTARA SE CDTi AUTO Blue Grey, 60,000 miles. 

Vauxhall Astra Selection 

2006/06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ACTIVE Silver, Only 17,000 miles. 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA SXI SPORT HATCH 1.6 3 door, Grey, 47,000 miles... 

2008/58 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 3 door, Gold Sat Nav, 30,000 miles. 

2011/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA TOURER EST CDTi 47,000 miles . 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE 5 door, Black, 45,000 miles. 

2012/12 VAUXHALLASTRA 1.6 SRi ESTATE, Silver, 28,000 miles. 


...£14495 


...£8495 


...£3650 


...£4600 


2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA LTD EDITION Red, 28,000 miles, 5 door. 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 TOURER SRI CDTI 5 Door, Blue, 34000 miles.. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 DESIGN 5dr, Red, 12,000 miles. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 DESIGN White, 10,000 miles 


...£7495 

...£8250 

...£8750 

...£9495 

...£9495 


2014/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA LTD EDITION 5 door, Black, Alloys, Only 18k miles. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8VVT DESIGN 5dr, Colour choice, 9,000 miles. 

2013/13 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 SRi NAV CDTi, Carbon F, 41,200 miles. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA TOURER TECHLINE CDTi Red, 16,000 miles. 

2015/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi VX LINE SPORT TOURER White, Sat Nav. 

2015/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA TECHLINE TOURER CDTi 136ps Blue, Only 3,500 miles.... 

Vauxhall Mokka Selection 

2013/63 VAUXHALL MOKKA 4X4 TURB01.4 Silver, 28,000 miles. 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.7 CDTi White, only 6,000 miles 

2015/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6 CDTi Silver, 13,000 miles. 

2015/64 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.4 T EXCLUSIV Orange Rock, 21,000 miles. 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI SEWhite, 18,000 miles ... 

2015/65 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi TECHLINE Blue, 2,800 miles.. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.4 T 4X4 EXCLUSIV Blue, 9,800 miles. 


....£11250 

...£11,995 

....£12150 

....£14995 

....£16995 


2015/15 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN White . £9495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA TOURER SE 2.0 CDTI 5 door, 24000 miles . £9495 

2015/15 VAUXHALL ASTRA DESIGN 1.4 5 door, White, 13,000 miles . £9495 


2013/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 2.0 CDTI AUTOMATIC. White 34,000 miles. 

2014/14 VAUXHALLASTRA 1.4 ENERGY, 5 door, Silver, 5424 miles. 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SRi 1.4T Red, 5,000 miles. 

Vauxhall Corsa Selection 

2006/56 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5 door, only 26,000 miles. 

2005/55 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4116V DESIGN AUTO, 5 door, Silver, 49,473 miles... 

2010/59 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, Blue, 28,000 miles . 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SRi, Black, 20,000 miles ... 


....£10495 

....£10495 

....£11495 

. £2995 

. £3850 


2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA LIMITED EDITION CDTi DIESEL 3dr, 21,000 miles, Red... 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA SE 1.4, 5 door, Waterworld. 

2013/63 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3 door, Black, 17,000 miles. 

2014/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, Grey, 10,000 miles . 

2015/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SE 5 door, Grey, 16,000 miles ., 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR, 3 door, Red, 35,664 miles. 


...£5995 

...£7195 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£8495 


...£9995 


2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA TURBO VXR LINE 3 door, White, 18,000 miles... 
2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, Black, 18,000 miles. 


2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, White, 18,000 miles. 

Vauxhall Cascada Selection 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA SE 1.4 Turbo Convertible, Red Metallic Only 12,500 miles... 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA 2.0 CDTI CONVERTIBLE Red Metallic 20,000 miles. 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CASCADA DRTBL 2.0CDTi 170 ELITE, 2 door, Grey, 2346 miles 

Vauxhall Insignia Selection 

2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi CDTi Grey, 30,000 miles.. 

2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA VX LINE NAV Red, 39,000 miles. 


. £10495 

. £9995 

. £9995 

....£14995 

....£14995 

....£18495 


Vauxhall Meriva and Zafira Selection 

2007/07 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 ENERGY 57,600 miles. 

2006/06 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 DESIGN, Blue, 37,699 miles . 

2010/60 VAUXHALL MERIVA SE 1.4T 40,000 miles, Gold. 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER 1.4 TURBO EXCLUSIV Silver Blue Metallic, 17,000 miles.. 
2015/65 VAUXHALL MERIVA EXCLUSIV CDTi AUTOMATIC only 10 miles, Choice of colours. 

Vauxhall Vectra 

2008/08 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 EXCLUSIV Silver, 49,000 miles.... 

2007/07 VAUXHALL VECTRA XP ESTATE AUTOMATIC DIESEL Silver, Only 29,000 miles. 

Other Makes 

2003/03 PEUGEOT 206 GTi 2.0 70,000 miles, Very Special Car Throughout. 

2007/57 NISSAN NOTE 1.4 ACENTA, Red, 67,000 miles. 

2003/52 CITROEN BERLING01.9 MULTISPACE 36,000 miles, with full wheelchair access, Red.. 

2009/09 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 SPORT, 3 door, 58,000 miles. 

2003/03 MINI HATCHBACK 1.6 COOPER S 3 door, 43,916 miles, Blue. 

2003/53 VOLVO XC270 2.4 D5 SE GEARTRONIC AUTO 5 door, Gold, 78,600 miles 

2010/60 RENAULT GRAND MODUS 1.2 TCE DYNAMIQUE 5 door, 23,500 miles, Blue.. 

2005/55 HYUNDAI TUCSON 45,000 miles, Silver. 

2013/13 FIAT PANDA EASY 1.2 5 door, Red, 11,000 miles. 

2004/54 AUDI A4 CONVERTIBLE Gold, 57,000 miles . 

2009/59 PEUGEOT 207 GT CONVERTIBLE Blue, 27,000 miles. 

2012/12 MG 6 TURBO Grey, 30,000 miles .„ 

2007/57 NISSAN QUASHQAI ACENTA CDTi Grey, 62,000 miles 

2007/07 NISSAN QUASHQAI ACENTA 2WD Grey, 59,000 miles.. 

2007/07 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 WT-i XT5 AUTO 5 door, Blue, 59,566 miles.. 

2009/59 MINI COOPER MAYFAIR Black, Alloys etc, 29,000 miles. 


. £2650 

. £2995 

. £6495 

...£12995 

...£12995 

. £3495 


...£2995 

...£2995 

...£2995 

...£4995 


...£5350 


...£5495 

...£5750 

...£5995 

...£6495 

...£6495 

...£6850 


...£6995 


,..£7750 

,..£7995 


.,£9495 


.,£10995 


2008/08 BMW Z4 2.0 SE CONVERTIBLE Leather, Grey, 28,000 miles. 

2012/62 NISSAN JUKE ACENTA 1.6 SPORT Grey, 16,000 miles 

2010/10 BMW 525D SE SALOON Grey, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, Leather. 

2011/61 BMW 120d COUPE AUTOMATIC Red, Leather, Alloys, 24,000 miles., 
2012/12 L/R RANGE ROVER 2.2 EVOQUE PURE, White, 54,673 miles. 


. £9995 

.,£12995 

.,£13495 

.,£24650 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANmI 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) Z 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk < 


Ford ups 
the bar on 
Kuga SUV 
compact 

By John Griffiths 


You hear a lot about crossover or compact 
SUV cars these days: that’s because they are 
effectively driving the new car market and al¬ 
most every manufacturer has been rushing 
to get one in the showrooms. 

Sales of such vehicles were up by 25 per cent in 
the first quarter of the year, way above the industry 
average. 

Ford got into the race early, with the first Kuga almost a 
decade ago, and with many more, and newer rivals, now 
was a good time to update an improve the car. 

Like most of the competition, there are front wheel and 
four wheel drive options and a range of petrol ansd diesel 
options at prices from just under £20,000, which does put 
them at something of a disadvantage to the private buyer, 
at least. 

The new car is distinguished by its front end, with a more 
steeply sloping bonnet (to increase its pedestrian safety rat¬ 
ing), new lights and a lot of new technology inside. 

Also new to the line up is the entry level Zetec model with 
the fuel and tax saving 120PS version of Ford’s now familiar 
1.5 litre ‘Ecoboost’ turbocharged petrol engine. 

Style 

The test car was fitted with the 148bhp Ecoboost’ (there’s 
also a 178bhp version) and this comes with front wheel drive 
only - only the top-rated petrol and diesel units are fitted to 
all-wheel drive examples. 

Of course many of the compact SUVs you see on the 
roads are two-wheel drive: many owners don’t want or need 
a full-fledged 4x4 with the extra expense that involves. But 
they like the style, image, tall ‘command’ driving position, 
ease of access (due to higher seats) and practicality. 

That said, even the front wheel drive Kuga has some lim¬ 
ited off-road (or rough track at any rate) ability as it shares 
the same high ground clearance, with skid plates to protect 
the underside, and long travel suspension as its more ex¬ 
pensive siblings. 

The use of a relatively small capacity engine with turbo¬ 
charging is a feature gaining ground across the motor in¬ 
dustry. 

Used carefully, it saves fuel while still having the power to 
respond, for overtaking for example when necessary: it’s O 
to 62mph sprint takes under ten seconds, impressive for a 
car of this size with just 1,500ccs under the bonnet. 

The turbo also gives it more torque, more ‘grunt’ at lower 
engines speeds like a modern diesel, so that it cruises qui¬ 
etly and smoothly at motorway speeds. 

Indeed, the Kuga is an excellent, refined motorway cruis¬ 
er: the engine is barely breathing heavily and is so quiet 
you’re more conscious of the slipstream being deflected by 
the big off-roader style door mirrors. It feels a very grown 
up sort of car. 

It drives just how you would expect from a Ford: the 
gearshift is slick, the steering nicely weighted and despite 
its height the body is well controlled so it’s happy to hustle 
along twisty b-roads without upsetting passengers. 

Opposition 

High mileage or business users may prefer the more ex¬ 
pensive to buy but cheaper to tax and run 2.0 litre diesel 
- the 148bhp version returns around 60mpg with a C02 
rating several tax bands lower at 122g/km. 

Inside, the Kuga matches up to the opposition for space 
and particularly headroom. The rear bench has two large 
outer seats (which can be reclined individually) with a cen¬ 
tral cushion perhaps best suited to a younger member of 
the family. 

Oddly, the Zetec model as tested has a much different 
instrunment layout to the higher grade Titanium. The centre 
console is topped by a control screen for stereo, phone and 
other functions. The test car was also fitted with the optional 
satnav, which for £650 gets you a slightly larger screen plus 
a basic repeater function between the speedo and tachom¬ 
eter. 

The Kuga now has Ford’s sophisticated SYNC system, 
which allows the driver to use voice commands for a range 
of functions as well as features such as audible text mes¬ 
saging and instant access to emergency assistance. Cruise 
control with speed limiter, Ford’s excellent Quickclear wind¬ 
screen, front fog lamps, twin chromed exhausts, manual air 
conditioning and electrically operated and heated door mir¬ 
rors are all included in basic specification. 

Boot space is among the best in class, with 406 litres 
which can be increased to 1,603 if the rear seats are folded 
down. 

The Kuga has a lot of competition these days, but this 
latest makeover - coupled with a cheaper and more eco¬ 
nomical entry level version - looks like keeping its place in 
the scramble for compact SUV sales. 
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All seasons and reasons 


When the going gets tough, TV 
vet Julian Norton knows his Mit¬ 
subishi Outlander diesel will get 
him through it. 

The 43-year-old is based in Thirsk, near 
the beautiful Yorkshire Dales and North York 
Moors - at James Herriot’s former practice 
no less. And just like the world-famous lit¬ 
erary vet, he faces challenges reaching his 
patients as well as dealing with them. 

Julian was the main focus of The York¬ 
shire Vet - a six-part Channel 5 series last 
autumn that followed him and his trusty 
Outlander on his visits. “Based in rural North 
Yorkshire, it’s important we’re able to get 
out and about in all weathers, all conditions 
and all types of road surface. It’s often slip¬ 
py, even if not always snowy, so it’s really 
useful to have a four-wheel-drive vehicle, 
and I know my Outlander will cope,’ he said. 


‘It’s a lovely vehicle to drive and it gives you 
a lot more confidence when you’re heading 
into fields, for example - and we often have 
to head into fields!” 

The Outlander is just as capable reversing 
up tricky narrow hillside country lanes - for 
example, to allow oncoming vehicles to pass 
by - as it is being steered through a ford. 

The new diesel model is Mitsubishi’s safest 
and most environmentally-friendly version. 
Among the many enhancements, 40 noise, 
vibration and harshness improvements have 
been introduced, and it boasts new styling, 
too. Ride and handling are even better and 
there’s increased efficiency, while the cabin 
interior has improved comfort and safety. 

And these are all winners as far as Julian 
is concerned. “The Outlander looks really 
great. It’s very stylish, and as well as that, it 
actually feels like a car because it’s not as 
enormous as some of the equivalent vehicles 




It’s important we’re able 
to get out and about 
in all weathers, all 
conditions and all 
types of road surfaces 


on the market. It handles really nicely and 
there’s plenty of space - there’s a lovely 
big boot, which we need for our medicines 
and equipment and calving jacks and so 
on and so forth, but it’s not ridiculously big 
that it makes it hard to fit into parking spac¬ 
es or get down my drive at home.” 

Away from the surgery, Julian is very 
much a man of action. Until recently, he 
was - with friend and Olympic oarsman 
Roger Brown - the world record-holder 
for tandem indoor rowing over a 24-hour 
period. Nowadays when he’s not working, 


Julian takes part in triathlons and Ironman 
challenges, and goes biking and ski moun¬ 
taineering - he also represented Great Brit¬ 
ain in the Half-Iron Distance Triathlon Euro¬ 
pean championships last year and in 2014. 

“Again, the Outlander’s great for all that 
because when I’ve not got my veterinary 
stuff in the boot I can stick loads of kit in, 
and one of my sons is a very keen triath¬ 
lete, so we can stick his bike in the back 
and head off. It’s really good for that.” 

The Outlander diesel - truly a vehicle for 
all seasons and all reasons. 


SPEND IT 
ALL ON 
LEISURE 
EVENTS. 


What would you do with an extra £500 gift*? Hurry to our 
Sales Event on 12-16 May, buy a new Vauxhall and we'll give 
you a £500 gift* to spend on whatever you want. And yes - 
that's on top of all our other great offers. 

GO ON, YOU KNOW YOU DESERVE IT. 


£500gft 

TO SPEND ON WHATEVER YOU WANT 

(on top of our other great offers). 



Dudley Motor Company 
Dudley 

01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

01215030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4) Extra- 
urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 


*Participating Retailers only. £500 Gift on selected models only but excludes VIVA, Corsa Sting, and Corsa Sting R. £500 gift is not given in cash. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1 - 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles 
ordered between 12-16 May 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions 
and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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OakGarage® 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, I 

Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles .CO.UK 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

I Jl3 B-Max 1.4 Zetec Ink Blue Only 4000 Miles £9,495 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles £7,995 

63 208 1.0 Access+ Brown Only 7000 Miles £7,495 

14 Hyundai 110 1.2 Premium Silver Only 7000 Miles £7,795 

14 Note 1.2 Acenta Premium Auto Blue Only 9000 Miles £9,495 

62 VW Polo 1.4 Match 3dr Auto Black Only 10000 Miles £8,995 

13 Note 1.4 N-Tec+Blue Only 12000 Miles £7,495 

13 Kia Venga 1.4 E2 Red Only 13000 Miles £7,995 

08 Corsa 1.4 Club Auto Gold Only 14000 Miles £4,495 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 14000 Miles £7,49! 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Blue Only 17000 Miles £7,49! 

13 C3 1.4 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 17000 Miles £7,295 

Citroen 



| 


60 C3 1.4 HDI Grey 43k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exc EGS Blue 29k 
62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 20k 
62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Edition Grey 29k 

12 C4 G Picass 1.6 HDI Platinum Red 31k 
62 C4 G Picass 1.6 HDI Edition Brown 37k 

13 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR EGS6 Blue 25k 

Ford 

09 Fiesta 1.25 Style 3dr Gold 36k 
57 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Cli 3dr Black 
08 Fusion 1.6 Zetec Blue 69k 

61 Focus 1.6 TDCI Zetec Blue 24k 
08 Focus 2.0 TDCI Coupe Cab Red 
13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Zetec Red 42k 

13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Bronze 18k 

Nissan 

62 Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Black 29k 
62 Juke 1.6 Acenta White 20k 

07 X-Trail 2.2 DCI Aventura Blue 

Seat 

62 Seat Ibiza 1.2 SE TSI Est Auto Blue 29k 

12 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa DSG White 40k 

13 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI FR Speed Blue 59k 


£4,995 

£7,495 

£9,495 

£8,995 

£9,495 

£9,495 

£8,495 

£4,795 

£2,495 

£3,495 

£8,495 

£3,795 

£8,495 

£10,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£8,495 

£6,995 


Vauxhall 

62 Agila 1.2 SE Green Only 18000 Miles £5,995 

62 Astra 1.7 GTC CDTI SRI Black 25k £9,795 

13 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Silver 27k £7,495 

60 Meriva 1.3 CDTI Exclusiv Grey 45k £5,495 

Others 

11 Chevrolet Cruze 1.8 LTZ Silver 21k £5,295 

12 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDI LS White 38k £7,995 

13 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Silver 23k £8,495 

05 Jaguar 2.0 V6 SE Auto Gold 75k £3,995 

56 Mini Cooper 1.6 White 83k £3,995 

08 Peugeot 207 1.4 VTI S SW Est Blue 47k £3,495 

13 Peugeot Partner 1.6 HDI Outdoor Blue 27k £8,495 

11 Renault Megane 1.5 DCI Expression Blue 27k £6,995 

62 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Dynamique TomTom Red 60k £7,995 

60 Smart Fortwo 0.8 CDI Passion Auto Red 25k £3,995 

07 Toyota Corolla Verso 2.2 D-4D TSpirit £4,295 

62 Volvo XC 60 R Design AWD White 24k - £22,995 



Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


All Retail Cars include a 
RAC Warranty with 
reakdown and Recovery 


Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 


Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 



Each Vehicle Goes 
Through a 

82 Point Safety Check 


All Motability Vehicles are: 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www. oakgar age .co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Updated 
Tiguan is 
now even 
better buy 

By Ed Wiseman 


When you think of Volkswagen, you think of 
Golf. The legendary family hatch has been 
the German brand’s best performer in the 
UK for years pursued by the slightly smaller 
Polo. But in third place is the Tiguan, an un¬ 
sung hero of VW’s expansive range. 

The latest generation of this compact SUV is based 
on the MQB platform that forms the foundation of the 
Golf and Passat, as well as other VW Group cars from 
Seat and Skoda. It’s been upgraded visually and bor¬ 
rows in-car tech from Audi, making the Tiguan’s inte¬ 
rior one of the most up-to-date in its sector. All of this 
is a huge improvement on the already-good Tiguan, 
which had just begun to feel dated. 

The Tiguan’s chiselled, Germanic features set it apart 
from more fluid-looking rivals. It’s a handsome car and has 
more road presence than the outgoing generation, which 
didn’t benefit from Volkswagen’s current design language. 
Short overhangs at the front and rear are hugely beneficial 
off-road and add to the chunky, utilitarian aesthetic of this 
fundamentally road-orientated car. 

The inside of the car is largely well-built, but in compari¬ 
son to the price tag (around £25,000 for a sensible Tiguan), 
the materials used are disappointing in places. Beige plastic 
dominates the front below knee-height, though the seats are 
fetching and the soft-touch plastic feels built to last. 

Volkswagen’s image has been undeniably dented by its 
emissions scandal, but that’s unlikely to put buyers off. The 
VW badge is still an upmarket - if conventional - choice. The 
upcoming Seat Ateca, which is mechanically similar but has 
a much lower starting price, could represent better value for 
buyers who like the Tiguan, but aren’t fussed about brand. 

Space 

There’s more room in the Tiguan than before, but tall peo¬ 
ple will find the back seats cramped. Legroom has been im¬ 
proved, but avoid the flimsy plastic tables - they fill the extra 
space with hard plastic that will bruise the knees of your rear 
passengers. Door bins are large and storage is generally ex¬ 
cellent throughout the cabin. The boot can theoretically hold 
over 600 litres of luggage, depending on the exact position 
of the adjustable rear seats. Those rear seats can be adjust¬ 
ed or folded down with a tug of a small spring-loaded tab - a 
very user-friendly system. When the seats are folded down, 
the Tiguan boasts 1,655 litres of space for those occasional 
garden centre trips. 

Volkswagen has lengthened the wheelbase of the Tiguan, 
making it slightly more comfortable on British roads. The 
Tiguan is also a few pounds lighter, with clever weight sav¬ 
ings mitigating the added weight of all the new convenience 
and safety tech. Noticeably light steering suggests that the 
Tiguan has been optimised for urban and suburban driving. 

But buyers of the 4x4 Tiguan will be pleasantly surprised 
at how adept their new car is at handling quite serious off¬ 
road challenges. It will never compare with a well-driven 
Range Rover, but the ground clearancefour-wheel-drive sys¬ 
tem and short overhangs combine to make an unnecessari¬ 
ly good utility vehicle. External cameras situated around the 
vehicle can be used to help visualise difficult terrain from the 
comfort of the cab, too. 

An advanced infotainment system is available on the 
Tiguan. The instrument binnacle is digital, visually emulat¬ 
ing a conventional 

speedometer and rev counter, but with much more flexi¬ 
bility. The driver can choose to display Google Maps, includ¬ 
ing satellite imagery - while this often duplicates information 
found on the centre console touchscreen, it’s a futuristic 
touch that helps maximise time spent looking at the road. 
A head-up display, showing the car’s current speed in com¬ 
parison to the prevailing speed limit, is another driver-orien¬ 
tated safety improvement. 

VW occupies a different market position to key rivals. The 
Qashqai, which continues to outsell its opposition convinc¬ 
ingly, is an excellent car but has a cheaper image. Similarly, 
offerings from Kia and Hyundai are very competent choices, 
but lack badge appeal. Yet the Tiguan isn’t as posh as the 
Evoque or Discovery Sport - it’s in between. 

Prices for the Tiguan are comfortably higher than the Ate¬ 
ca, Seat’s MQB-based SUV. In fact, Tiguan is expensive, 
carefully positioned above most of its real competitors and 
with an options list that threatens to push it into a daunt¬ 
ing price bracket. The Mazda CX-5 is as good and much 
cheaper. 

Technology, safety features and looks make it a great 
choice for families. It’s on the pricey side, so the model is 
likely to continue to attract mainly well-heeled buyers who 
want the reassurance of the Volkswagen brand. 4x4 ver¬ 
sions, likely to sell healthily in Britain, will be popular with 
horse owners and caravanners as well as country dwellers 
who need added traction in winter months. 
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Precision 
the key to 
perfection 
in this Prius 



By Ian Donaldson 


SOMETIMES it’s the details that count; the lit¬ 
tle things that show how much care has been 
lavished on a car to make the driver happy. 

In the case of the latest Toyota Prius - fourth gen¬ 
eration of the biggest selling petrol/electric hybrid to 
date - it came down to the way the armrest on the 
door and between the seats had been positioned 
with millimetric precision. 

Precisely placed to allow both elbows to rest while hands 
clasped the steering wheel at a semi-textbook twenty-to-four 
position. 

And so relaxing; like the rest of the Prius in fact. 

With its electric motor often letting the car pull away in 
silence for a little way before the petrol engine chimes in 
softly, this is a pleasant way to travel long distances. 

Ideal when the car has to carry a tired driver and naviga¬ 
tor-in-chief home from Heathrow after an anything but relax¬ 
ing few days away. 

There can be no more easy-going way to manage the trib¬ 
ulations of M25 and Ml than a car that never showed less 
than 63mpg on its dash readout and looked after gearch¬ 
anges for you with its smoothly acting auto transmission. 

Charges 

You can still buy an old-style Prius that plugs into a power 
point to charge its battery before needing to call in petrol 
power, but the car on test (and vastly the more popular ver¬ 
sion) simply charges when you slow down or brake. 

Doesn’t go nearly so far on current alone but is simpler 
to live with. 

Lower, longer and wider than before, this latest Prius is 
also the most economical and least polluting to date, find¬ 
ing extra room for people and luggage thanks both to the 
bigger dimensions and a smaller but more powerful battery, 
now hidden under the rear seat. 

Toyota must smile when recalling reaction to the original 
Prius in 1997. 

It looked odd and drove unconvincingly - but see the car 
world today, where everyone is urgently mixing petrol and 
electricity to match the demands of politicians eager for a 
greener future. 

This latest Prius is aimed at keeping the car green (a little 
greener, in fact, with lowest ever fuel consumption and emis¬ 
sions) but making the car better to look at and drive. 

Well, it certainly looks different, outside and in. 

A mass of creases and curves tell you this is a car meant 
to stand out in the crowd. 

It does, although you’ll have to decide it that’s in a good 
way. 

Ease 

Inside, you’ll instantly spot the between seats cubby, with 
cupholders and space for your mobile phone and all in a 
plastic so white it brought a call of ‘bidet’ from my crew. 

Well put together, though, and part of a cabin that’s easy 
to spend time in and properly thought through for the driver. 

It doesn’t drive like a sports car, and thank goodness you 
might say. 

Ease of long-term ownership is more important with 
something as sensible as the Prius, even with its new-found 
nod to looks. 

The newcomer starts at £23,295 and comes in four ver¬ 
sions. 

All have the same 1.8 litre petrol engine, electric motor 
and auto gears and a safety package that includes adaptive 
cruise control that slows the car in traffic and accelerates 
away when the road clears. 

It also detects pedestrians and cars ahead and will brake 
you to a standstill at lower speeds if you’re not paying at¬ 
tention. 

A camera also spots speed limits and posts them on the 
dash - sometimes getting things wrong. 

The rest of the Prius is pretty well right, though, and a 
convincing way to keep costs down and do your bit to save 
the planet at the same time. 


TESTED 

Toyota Prius Business Edition 

Engine: Petrol engine and electric motor, 
121bhp 

Warranty: Five years, 100,000 miles 
Economy: The Prius can do 94.1 mpg 

Insurance group; 14 
Price: £24,195 


Brindley offer you flexible 
finance with up to £1,500 
manufacturer deposit 1 v 
contribution. 



ilOSE 1.0 

Personal Contract Purchase finance examples: 


Tucson SE Nav 1.7 
CRDi Blue Drive 

Personal Contract Purchase finance examples: 



Option 1 

Option 2 

Monthly payments of 

£258.81 

£352.29 

Customer deposit 

£4,286.25 

£0 

Hyundai UK deposit contribution 

£1,500.00 

£1,500.00 

On the road price 

£23,145.00 

£23,145.00 

Interest charges 

£2,938.41 

£4,253.67 

Total amount of credit 

£17,358.75 

£21,645.00 

Total amount payable 

£26,083.41 

£27,398.67 

, Optional final payment 

£10,980.00 

£8,988.75 

Duration of agreement (months) 

36 

48 

Representative APR % 

6.9% 

6.9% 

Interest rate % (fixed) 

3.55% 

3.56% 

Annual mileage 

10,000 

10,000 

Excess mileage charge per mile 

14.9p 

14.9p 


Option 1 Option 2 


Monthly payments of 

£123.25 

£150.21 

Customer deposit 

£1,748.75 

£0 

Hyundai UK deposit contribution 

£500 

£500 

On the road price 

£8,995.00 

£8,995.00 

Interest charges 

£1,051.85 

£1,583.83 

Total amount of credit 

£6,746.25 

£8,495.00 - 

Total amount payable 

£10,043.25 

£10,578.83 

Optional final payment 

£3,357.50 

£2,868.75 

Duration of agreement (months) 

36 

48 

Representative APR % 

6.9% 

6.9% 

Interest rate % (fixed) 

3.55% 

3.56% ' 

Annual mileage 

10,000 

10,000 

Excess mileage charge per mile 

14.9p 

14.9p 



Personal Contract Purchase finance examples: 



Option 1 

Option 2 

Monthly payments of 

£139.74 

£186.64 

J Customer deposit 

£2,248.75 

£0 

Hyundai UK deposit contribution 

£500 

£500 

On the road price 

£10,995.00 

£10,995.00 

Interest charges 

£1,329.39 

£1,948.72 

Total amount of credit 

£8,246.25 

£10,495.00 

Total amount payable 

£12,324.39 

£12,943.72 

Optional final payment 

£4,545.00 

£3,485.00 

Duration of agreement (months) 

36 

48 

Representative APR % 

6.9% 

6.9% 

Interest rate % (fixed) 

3.55% 

3.56% ' 

Annual mileage 

10,000 

10,000 

Excess mileage charge per mile 

14.9p 

14.9p 






BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

55 Penn Road 
Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 
Tel. 01902 690617 

www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 



Test drive the possibilities 


Millennium Park 

Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 0NR 
Tel. 0121 695 9971 

www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 


HYUnDRI 


NEW THINKING. 
NEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) • 78.5 (3.6), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 -84 g/km. 
Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

On the road (0TR) prices shown include customer saving discounts where applicable, VAT where applicable, delivery, vehicle first registration fee, number plates and 12 months' Road Fund Licence. All offers, finance and savings are subject 
to availability and are only available to private retail customers on new cars purchased and registered in the UK, between 1 st April and 30th June 2016, inclusive. 5 Year Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Please see www.hyundai.co.uk or 
ask us. W. Brindley (Garages) Limited trading as W. Brindley (Garages) Limited are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and 
may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 
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Vauxhall’s 
quadruple 
award win 
Astra-led 


MASS 

on selected delivery mileage JAZZ, CIVIC & CK 





NEW JAZZ 1.3 SE CVT Cost New £ 16,595 


now £ 14,499 


save £ 2,096 


air con ^ 

cruise control 
DAB radio 
• magic seats 
• 15 "alloys 

I • auto headlights and wipers 

• forward collision warning 
i • front & rear parking sensors 



CIVIC 1.6 DIESEL SPORT 5DR Cost New £23,350 


now £ 16,999 


17 "alloys 

• climate control (a/c) ^ 

• cruise control 

reversing camera 
• privacy glass 
• DAB radio 

• 2 x USB connectors 

• Honda Connect System 

• front & rear parking sensors 


m-wui-mi 


Garmin® Sat Nav Optional £500 



CIVIC 1.6 SR DIESEL 5DR Cost New £24.3IS 


now £ 17,999 


16 "alloys ^ 

• cruise control 

• climate control (a/c) 

DAB radio 

• auto lights & wipers 
• leather upholstery 
• heated front seats 

• glass roof + privacy glass 

• Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 

• front & rear parking sensors with reversing camera 


m-wjjj.ftin 


CR-V 1.6 SR 2WD Cost New £29,595 


only £ 24,999 


save £ 4,596 


18 "alloys ^ 

• half leather seats 

• cruise control 

* • Bluetooth® hands free 
city brake active system 

• auto lights & wipers 

• climate control dual auto a/c 
• front and rear parking sensors 

• HID headlights with active cornering lights 

• Honda Connect System with Garmin® sat nav 



ONLY 


LEFT 




These offers supersede any previous offers. Pictures for illustration purposes only 


1 

BRINDLEY GARAGES 

www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Cannock 

Brindley West Bromwich 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

Walsall Road 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 

West Street, off Stafford Road 

Cannock WSI 1 0JP 

West Bromwich B70 0NR 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01543 406609 

0121 629 0990 

01902 690601 


By James Parker 


Vauxhall’s all-new Astra has proven itself to 
be one of the top models in the fleet indus¬ 
try, taking home two awards at the 2016 Fleet 
World Honours. The awards didn’t end there 
for Vauxhall, as the Corsa also picked up the 
Best Supermini award and the Combo van 
won Best Small Van. 

Announced at the annual Fleet World Honours 
awards ceremony at the Royal Automobile Club 
in London recently, the Astra topped the extremely 
competitive Best New Car and the Best Lower Me¬ 
dium Car categories. The judges, made up of influ¬ 
ential decision makers and fleet industry journalists, 
praised the model for its efficiency, running costs and 
technology. 


Stylish 

“The Astra is a fleet staple in the UK, and the corporate 
sector has never had it better,” Alex Grant, Fleet World dep¬ 
uty editor, said. 

“It’s more stylish, more fun to drive, more practical, and 
more economical than ever. 

“The Astra brings technologies such as IntelliLux LED 
headlights and OnStar connected services to the compact 
class, yet it still manages to be ultra-competitive on whole- 
life costs.” 

This year has already proven to be a positive year for the 
model, with this award the latest in a list that also includes 
a Family Car category win at the What Car? Awards, being 
named European Car of the Year and winning the Lower Me¬ 
dium category at the Fleet News Awards. 

The Corsa also picked up an accolade in the Fleet World 
Honours, coming out on top of the hotly-contested Best Su¬ 
permini category. With a wide selection of trim levels and 
high efficiency, the judges saw the Corsa as a great choice 
for fleets. 

“Although the Corsa has long been one of the UK’s 
best-selling cars, Vauxhall’s very effective overhaul in 2014 
means there’s never been more reason to opt for one,” said 
Alex. 

“The wide range encompasses trim levels to suit all types 
of corporate user, with engines ranging from 85g/km diesels 
and low-carbon petrols to the potent VXR. Strong on design 
and technology, it’s the segment benchmark.” 

Option 

The Van Fleet World judging panel felt that Vauxhall’s 
Combo van range, despite increasingly strong competition, 
continues to offer UK fleets the Best Small Van option. Com¬ 
bo is available with no less than four body sizes, including 
two high-roof models, delivering an unrivalled choice of pay- 
loads and load volumes. 

“Vauxhall recognises that there is no one-size fits all van, 
and Combo provides fleet managers with a huge range of 
engine, load volume and payload options,” said Dan Gilkes, 
Van Fleet World Editor. 

“With the backing of Vauxhall’s extensive dealer network, 
Combo delivers a practical, well-equipped, cost-efficient 
load carrier.” 

“We’re delighted the Astra has been recognised for not 
one but two awards at the Fleet World Honours,” said James 
Taylor, Vauxhall’s Fleet sales director. 

“The fleet market is an important sector for the all new 
Astra. It’s great to see how well-received the Astra has been 
so far, and we are also pleased that the Corsa and Combo 
have remained firm favourites.” 
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Audi A4 is 
pressing on 
business 
car market 



By John Griffiths 


Audi’s new and improved A4 range is already 
making its impact felt on the business car 
market, with its frugal two-litre diesel engine 
a popular choice. 

Hot on the heels of the ubiquitous business motor 
is a new flagship model, an A4 with almost twice the 
power and the surefootedness of quattro four wheel 
drive. 

Yes it’s powerful and very quick, but this isn’t a sports 
car: it’s a compact executive saloon designed to take the 
strain out of those long motorway miles its drivers are likely 
to clock up. 

With more than enough power to spare, the new A4 3.0 
TDI is all about easy, almost lazy performance: a car in 
which you can take overtaking opportunities with ease, or 
cruise in sublime comfort, before arriving at your destination 
relaxed and ready to do business. 

That was particularly true of the test car. With a list price 
of over £38,000, it doesn’t seem unreasonable to egg the 
pudding a little more with one particular optional extra at 
£450 - acoustic glass (including privacy glass in the rear) 
to further insulate passengers from the constant rumble of 
a busy motorway. 


Range 

Naturally the cost of buying and running the 3.0 litre car 
is going to be significantly more than its workhorse 2.0 
litre stablemate, but it’s a car Audi had to build to com¬ 
pete with top of the range versions of arch rival BMW’s 330 
genre. 

There is a 218PS version of the A4 three-litre, which 
matches the 2.0 litre models for impressive fuel and tax 
efficiency. But the new flagship comes with an extra 54PS 
of power and, of course, all wheel drive and some sportier 
styling touches. 

But what gives this car its character is the 600 Newton- 
metres of torque, a huge helping of pulling power which is 
under your right foot with the turbocarged V6 barely ticking 
over. In the relatively light A4, that means rapid response in 
virtually any conditions, but it does its work in a particularly 
smooth manner to match any executive express, powered 
by petrol or diesel. 

This is complemented by an eight-speed S-tronic trans¬ 
mission and, of course the traction provided by the quattro 
system which helps to put the power down smoothly and 
safely. 

No wonder, then, that the 3.0 TDI goes from a standstill 
to 62mph in an impressive 5.3 seconds, rivalling the best 
in class. 

What is best in class, according to official tests, is its fuel 
eeconomy of 55.4mpg and C02 emissions rated at 138g/ 
km. That means a road tax liability of £130 per year, and a 
company car tax liability of 26 per cent. 

The interior comes with Audi’s latest technological driv¬ 
ing aids and entertainment system including a premium ste¬ 
reo - the test car’s was actually a Bang & Oulfsen set up 
adding £750 to the basic price. 

Demands 

The audio, like connectivity and satnav, are controlled 
principally by the pop-up colour screen atop of the dash, 
which also displays and allows you to change the vehicle’s 
settings from efficiency through comfort to dynamic.With 
the touch of a button the driver can alter the throttle, gear 
change and suspension systems to suit the mood or the 
demands of the road. 

There is a multi-function steering wheel with remote con¬ 
trols for, for example, audio, phone and cruise control, with 
other secondary switches neatly arranged on the centre 
console. 

Seats are large and comfortable, with the rear bench 
clearly designed to suit two, rather than three, full-size 
adults on a regular basis. 

It has a quality feel, with some classy materials, but if you 
want the full leather/alcantara option it will add £450 to the 
price - having electric adjustment to the test car’s front seat 
also added £700. 

In fact if money isn’t an object, there is a whole range of 
additional technology and comfort features which will allow 
owners to personalise their A4. 

The 3.0 Tdi A4 combines impressive saloon car perfor¬ 
mance with reasonable running costs. 

But, as previously stated, it isn’t about sports car acceler¬ 
ation: for years luxury saloons have had a surfeit of power 
beneath the bonnet in order to achieve desired levels of re¬ 
finement. 

Audi has brought that philosophy to the world of the busi¬ 
ness motorist. 



www.brindleykia.co.uk 
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Big savings on these cars 

ALL IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE 


UN-REGISTERED, BRAND NEW AVAILABLE NOW AND WAITING FOR YOU! 

FDA=Financial Deposit Allowance* 

PICANTO 

Picanto 1.0 T 5dr White 

LIST PRICE 

£8545 

SAVE 

£650 

NOW 

£7895 

Plus £1000 FDA 

Picanto 1.0 SR7 5dr Red 

£10530 

£1100 

£9430 

Plus £500 FDA 

Picanto 1.25 '2' 5dr Blue 

£11230 

£1400 

£9830 

Plus £500 FDA 

Picanto 1.25 ' 2 ' 5dr Auto Blue 

£11830 

£1400 

£10430 

Plus £500 FDA 

Picanto 1.0 SR7 3dr Black 

£10330 

£1100 

£9230 

Plus £500 FDA 

Picanto 1.0 SR7 5dr White 

£10045 

£1100 

£8945 

Plus £500 FDA 

RIO 

Rio 1.1 CRDi Air 5dr Red 

£13530 

£1350 

£12180 

Plus £600 FDA 

Rio 1.25 SR7 3dr Black 

£12330 

£1335 

£10995 

Plus £600 FDA 

Rio 1.4 '4' 5dr Grey 

£16830 

£1500 

£15330 

Plus £600 FDA 

Rio 1.4 ' 2 ' 5dr Red 

£14130 

£1100 

£13030 

Plus £600 FDA 

CEE'D 

Cee'd 1.4P SR7 5dr Red 

£15750 

£1250 

£14500 

Plus £1500 FDA 

Pro cee'd GT 3dr White 

£23640 

£1640 

£22000 

Plus £1500 FDA 

VENGA 

Venga 1.6 Auto '4' White 

£18350 

£1600 

£16750 


Venga 1.6 Auto '3' Grey 

£17765 

£1500 

£16265 


Venga 1.4'2' Red 

£14405 

£1406 

£12999 


SOUL 

Soul Mixx 1.6 CRDi Red/Black 

£20460 

£2000 

£18460 

Plus £1000 FDA 

Soul Conn+ 1.6 CRDi Auto White 

£18100 

£2000 

£16100 

Plus £1000 FDA 

SORENTO 

Sorento KX2 Auto Silver 

£34295 

£2000 

£32295 

Plus £1250 FDA 

Sorento KX2 Auto Grey 

£34295 

£2000 

£32295 

Plus £1250 FDA 

Sorento KX3 Man Black 

£38145 

£2146 

£35999 

Plus £1250 FDA 


PRE-REGISTERED, DELIVERY MILES ONLY, BIG SAVINGS, LIMITED STOCK 

Picanto 5dr '1 AIR' 1.0P Red 

LIST PRICE 

£9630 

SAVE 

£1450 

NOW 

£8180 


Picanto 5dr SR7 1.0P White 

£10045 

£2000 

£8045 


Picanto 5dr SR7 1.0P White 

£10045 

£2000 

£8045 


Picanto 5dr ' 3 ' 1.25P ISG Black 

£12239 

£2000 

£10239 

r 

Picanto 5dr ' 3 ' 1.25P ISG Silver 

£12239 

£2000 

£10239 

r a & 

Rio 5dr '1' 1.25P Silver 

£11430 

£2000 

£9430 

L 

Cee'd SR7 1.4D Silver 

£17570 

£1900 

£15670 


Cee'd T 1.6D ISG Red 

£16795 

£1800 

£14995 


Carens SR7 1.7D ISG Black 

£21235 

£2700 

£18535 






(KiX) 

Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 


T. 0121 629 0892 

The Power to Surprise 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 

T. 01902 690634 



Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Pictures for illustration purposes only. For 7 year /100,000 mile manufacturer's 
warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. This offer supersedes any previous offer. Subject to availability. *When purchased on Personal Contract Purchase and registered before 30 June 2016. 
Subject to status. T&Cs apply. 18s or over. Guarantee may be required. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own 
the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Kia Finance, RH1 1SR. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 12, 2016 

















































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 12, 2016 


54DMVET1ME 


Vision gift with new cars 


Commercial feature 


Bluebells, blossom and lambs 
are all starting to make an ap¬ 
pearance, so it’s time to shake 
off winter and starting exploring 
what the UK has to offer. 

Whether your most desired spring 
break destination is Salcombe, Ab¬ 
erystwyth, Lyme Regis or Edinburgh, 
local Vauxhall retailer, Vision Vauxhall, 
is giving customers the chance to drive 
away in a brand new Vauxhall along 
with a £500 gift to splash on a break or 
whatever they want. 

Customers can pop down to Vision 
Vauxhall on Bridge Street, Wednesbury 
between today and May 16 2016 to put 
a shiny new Vauxhall on their drive and a 
spring in their step. 

During the five day event, customers 
will get the £500 Gift on top of Vauxhall’s 
other great offers such as the Corsa Lim¬ 
ited Edition for just £169 per month with 
advance rental, which comes with one 
year’s insurance, free for 21-75 year olds 
or only £99 for 18 - 20 year olds. 

Furthermore, customers can also get 
20 per cent off all genuine and approved 
Vauxhall accessories, including a vast 
array of equipment such as sat navs, iP¬ 
hone/iPad cradles and cargo liners, when 
they purchase a new car or van. 

These deals are on top of Vauxhall’s 
existing range of available offers. 

Tim Pickering, retail oOperator at Vi¬ 
sion Vauxhall, said: “The Vauxhall £500 
Gift event is a delight for our customers 
who want to treat themselves to a new 


car and then go and enjoy it somewhere 
special or treat themselves to something 
they really want. 

“We’d like to invite all those interested 
in a new vehicle to stop by our dealership 
during the event to take advantage of the 
offers available and discover the Vauxhall 
that best suits their needs.” 

The £500 Gift is available on a wide 
range of models, including the ur- 
ban-chic ADAM city car, fun-loving Corsa, 
award-winning New Astra and all-season 
soft-top Cascada. 

Awards 

As well as passenger cars, the offer 
is applicable on models from Vauxhall’s 
practical yet stylish, multi-award-winning 
van range, including the new-look Corsa- 
van, Combo, Vivaro and Movano, so com¬ 
mercial vehicle customers can benefit too. 

The Vauxhall £500 Gift event takes 
place at Vision Vauxhall located at Bridge 
Street, Wednesbury,WS10 0AH. 

For more details, please visit the retailer, 
go online to www.visionvauxhall.co.uk or 
call 0121 5560090. 

Terms and conditions: 

• Participating Retailers only. 

• £500 Gift on selected models only 
but excludes VIVA, Corsa Sting, and Cor¬ 
sa Sting R. £500 gift is not given in cash. 

• Offer applies to private individuals, 
Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 
1- 24 units (purchase only). All other cus¬ 
tomers are excluded. 

• Offer restricted to eligible, selected 
new vehicles ordered between 12-16 
May 2016 and registered by 30th June 
2016. 



Vision Vauxhall is giving 
customers the chance to 
drive away in a brand new 
Vauxhall along with a £500 gift 


• Personal contract hire offer on 
Corsa Limited Edition 1.4i 75PS eco- 
FLEX, 3-Door in Flame Red with Ad¬ 
vanced Park Assist and Bi-Xenon head¬ 
lights, on orders received before June 
30, 2016, subject to availability and sta¬ 
tus. 

• Age 18+ only. Figures based on a 
non-maintenance contract hire package 


with advance rental of £2,704, then 35 
monthly rentals of £169. 

• First year insurance offer available 
on Corsa Limited Edition only, exclud¬ 
ing Red and Black Editions. All drivers 
must have held a valid full UK licence for 
a minimum of one year. All policies are 
underwritten by Ageas Insurance Ltd. 
Other insurance specific T&Cs apply. 


SPEND 

ANYWHERE 

LEISURELY 

ENJOY. 


What would you do with an extra £500 gift*? Hurry to our 
Sales Event on 12-16 May, buy a new Vauxhall and we'll give 
you a £500 gift* to spend on whatever you want. And yes - 
that's on top of all our other great offers. 

GO ON, YOU KNOW YOU DESERVE IT. 


£500gft 

TO SPEND ON WHATEVER YOU WANT 

(on top of our other great offers). 



Vision Motors Limited - Wednesbury 57 Brid 9 e Street 

Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 

0121 796 2927 

www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 


^Vision 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4) Extra- 
urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 


*Participating Retailers only. £500 Gift on selected models only but excludes VIVA, Corsa Sting, and Corsa Sting R. £500 gift is not given in cash. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1 - 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles 
ordered between 12-16 May 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions 
and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 















Ole Olsen with the fans at Monmore Green 


Champion - badge of honour for Ole Olsen 


1981 speedway final, Tommy Knudsen (3rd) Bruce Penhall (1st) and Ole Olsen (2nd) 





Wolves ace Ole Olsen ready for action 


No dummy, Ole stood tall 
alongside Borg and Ali 


HE may have a waxwork of himself in 
the loft, but Ole Olsen is no-one’s idea 
of a dummy. ‘The Great Dane’ was Den¬ 
mark’s first speedway world champion. 

His three wins in the seventies smashed open 
a door through which fellow countrymen Erik 
Gundersen, Hans Nielsen and Jan O Pedersen 
later poured through in a golden age of shale 
for that nation. 

And Olsen’s stature in the world of sport was un¬ 
derlined not only by his likeness being cast in the 
Danish Madame Tussaud’s, but where it was placed. 

“Madame Tussaud’s made me in wax in 1975, I 
think, or ‘78,” he said. “I was standing in Madame 
Tussaud’s in Copenhagen together with Bjorn Borg 
and Muhammad Ali! They were great sportsmen, so 
it was good. 

Trickster 

“They gave it to me five or six years later. I’ve got it 
up in the loft. As a joke one day, when I was away, my 
sons stuck it in our bed and my wife (Ulla) came in! 
That was Jacob, who rode for Coventry (and Wolves). 
He was a bit of a trickster!” 

Olsen’s deeds on track are legendary. On top of his 
three world crowns the former Wolves star was na¬ 
tional champion a dozen times, helped Denmark to 
three world team crowns, won the prestigious Pardu¬ 
bice Golden Helmet on no fewer than seven occasions 
- oh, and knocked off the Australian championship on 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Tim Hamblin 


“A lot of people, they see the 
goal. When they start losing 
it, it’s because they’ve taken 
their eyes off the goal.” 


a trip down under. The fact that Olsen, as a non-Aus¬ 
tralian, was not eligible was disregarded for a far 
more important factor - his drawing power. But the 
69-year-old’s influence in the sport is far wider. 

He built the celebrated Vojens circuit in his home¬ 
land, prepared tracks worldwide and helped launch 
and run the Grand Prix series that superseded the 
old one-off world championship finals - his other son 
Torben is now managing director of its promoters BSI 
Speedway. 

Olsen retired as a rider more than 30 years ago, yet 
his “An Evening With...” appearance at the Cleveland 
Arms in Wolverhampton was an immediate sell-out. 

It all seems a world away from his first appear¬ 
ance on these shores, as a promising youngster taken 
under the wing of all-time great Ivan Mauger at New¬ 
castle. But one thing Olsen has never lacked is focus. 


“Sports psychology was coming in in the seventies 
and when I won the world championship in 1971 the 
Swedes were doing a lot of it,” he said. 

“So I got a bit interested, studied it. My goal gave 
me the drive. A lot of people, they see the goal. When 
they start losing it, it’s because they’ve taken their 
eyes off the goal.” 

But Olsen retained that focus, even to the extent 
of leaving Wolves when at the height of his powers. 

His six-year stint at Monmore Green in the era of 
promoter Mike Parker featured two world champi¬ 
onships, but at the end of 1975 Olsen held out for a 
move to Coventry even though the rider control sys¬ 
tem of the time allocated him to Hull. 

“It was not because I wanted to leave Wolves, but 
in those days a lot of the world finals were run on 
bigger tracks,” he said. 

Polished 

“We ran in Poland, we ran in Sweden, and Wemb¬ 
ley also. Most of those tracks were about 400m, the 
Polish and Swedish ones. I wanted to go to a little bit 
bigger track.” 

In addition Olsen, while looking back fondly at his 
Monmore days, was clearly captivated by the way 
things were run up the road at Brandon under the 
polished promotion of Charles Ochiltree. 

Olsen spent eight years at Brandon, during which 
he landed his third world title in 1978, before retiring 
in 1983. Perhaps inevitably he won his very last world 
final race. 



Ole Olsen talks to sports sub-editor Tim Hamblin 


Former world champion speedway rider Ole Olsen at ‘Talk in at the Cleveland Arms’ 
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Gethin hopes 
for success 
after time out 

WALSALL’S Martin Gethin admits it 
will be a ‘telling fight’ when he returns 
to the ring on home turf this Saturday 
night. 

The former British lightweight cham¬ 
pion will box for the first time in 14 
months against Alexander ‘Fonz’ Ander¬ 
son in a six-rounder, writes Craig Birch. 

Appearing on a Matchroom show live 
on Sky Sports, only the bell saved his 
opponent Tommy Coyle last time out 
after Gethin dropped him with a left 
hook in the second round. It went awry 
when Gethin had to retire at the end of 
the fifth, when a long-standing ear issue 
flared up again. His comeback bout was 
due to take place at Walsall Town Hall in 
March, but he was forced to pull out with 
a chest injury. 

Paid pugilism will again be the order 
of the day in the Stadium Suite at the 
Banks’s, where ring legend Ricky Hat¬ 
ton joint promotes with Errol Johnson’s 
Black Country Boxing. Gethin is part 
of the supporting cast to a double main 
event, am Evans and Nathan Gorman 
both headline in separate bouts. Wednes- 
bury’s Evans, 20, is campaigning in the 
light welterweight division. 

Heavyweight Gorman, from Nantwich 
in Cheshire, is going after his fourth 
straight win with no losses, like Evans. 

Rowley Regis’ Jason Welborn, Mid¬ 
lands light middleweight champion and 
two-time British title challenger, also ap¬ 
pears. He destroyed Michal Vosyka in 56 
seconds at welter last month. 

Kieron McLaren and former world 
kickboxing champion Chad Sugden com¬ 
plete the line-up. Tickets for the show, 
called ‘May-Hem,’ are still on sale. 
Standard passes are £30 with VIPs, at 
£60, including a two-course meal on ta¬ 
bles of 10. 

For details and to purchase, call the 
Walsall FC Box Office on 01922 651414, 
extension 416. 

Whittaker has his 
west Midlands 
rivals on the ropes 

DARLASTON boxer Benjamin Whit¬ 
taker is standing tall as the only West 
Midlands fighter to be crowned a 2016 
England Elite national champion. 

The Wodensborough Boxing Club 
prospect has already claimed 2011 Na¬ 
tional Ambition honours, England Youth 
honours last February and a silver medal 
at September’s Commonwealth Youth 
Games. The 18-year-old middleweight 
also came into the Elite tournament on 
the back of the news he’d been picked for 
the Great Britain podium squad. 

Whittaker was the second seed at 75kg 
with the quarters, semi and final all 
taking place over three days. His finals 
weekend began with a routine unani¬ 
mous points victory over Lewis Rich¬ 
ardson, from Centurions in Colchester. 
His semi-final 24 hours later put him up 
against imposing Pole Ryszard Lewicki, 
of Sheffield City, easing to another unan¬ 
imous success on the cards. 

The decider came the following day 
came against Hoddesdon’s Jordan Reyn¬ 
olds and Whittaker again prevailed 
unanimously. All five of his Elite wins 
have been by that verdict. 


Albion are spot-on for Cup glory 



Sporting Club Albion celebrate their cup success 


SPORTING Club Albion Ladies are celebrating 
after securing their first piece of silverware. A 
tense penalty shoot-out success against Coventry 
saw Albion lift the Birmingham FA County Cup. 

Both sides had conceded just one goal each en 
route to the showdown at Leamington FC and 
defences were on top again in a hard-fought en¬ 
counter. With torrential rain making conditions 
tricky, it was a game of few chances. Albion’s best 
effort came when Karen Clough superbly beat a 
defender on the turn before shooting and forcing 
the keeper into a smart save. 

The ball squirmed beneath the Coventry 


LADIES FOOTBALL 


shot-stopper with a defender then producing a 
last-gasp clearance. 

The clash finished goalless and went straight 
to a dreaded penalty-shoot-out where keeper Re¬ 
becca Thomas proved to be the star for Albion. 

Coventry missed their first kick, with Clough 
then netting for Albion. Coventry brought the 
scores level before Summer Holmes put SCA 
back in front. Thomas then took centre stage as 
she pulled off two excellent saves before Eleanor 
Clarke stepped up to blast ithome. 


PENALTY PAIN 
FOR BAGGIES 



Bournemouth’s Artur Boruc saves West Bromwich Albion’s Craig Gardner’s penalty 


Bournemouth 1 Albion 1 

ALBION have now missed four 
out of five penalties this sea¬ 
son. 

If they had scored all of them, they 
would be in the top half of the table 
with one game remaining. 

James Morrison’s miss against Chelsea in the 
3-2 defeat at the start of the season cost them one 
point, while Saido Berahino’s double-miss against 
Watford in last month’s 1-0 loss robbed Tony Pu¬ 
bs’s side of all three. 

Craig Gardner’s penalty on Saturday would 
have put the Baggies 2-0 up against Bourne¬ 
mouth and in control of proceedings, but yet 
again Albion fluffed their lines from 12 yards. 

Artur Boruc’s save cost the Baggies a further 
two points. Six more points would put Albion in 
10th place, above Stoke’s expensively-assembled 
team of superstars on goal difference. 

There are fine margins in football between fail¬ 
ure and success, and if the Baggies were sitting in 
the top 10 there would be fewer question marks 
over Pulis’s job. 

Possession 

This does not mean Albion have been unlucky. 

Bournemouth had nearly three-quarters of 
possession during the game but they rarely trou¬ 
bled Ben Foster thanks to the experienced Albion 
backline. 

Both sides created the same amount of chances, 
and it was the visitors who enjoyed the better op¬ 
portunities in front of goal. 

Gardner nearly diverted Dawson’s early shot 
in, Berahino had an effort blocked on the line 
by Simon Francis, and Dawson then hit the post 
near the end. 

On another day this could have - and should 
have - been an archetypal Pulis away win. “We 
wanted them to have the ball,” he admitted af¬ 
terwards. 

But if you’re going to play like Leicester on the 
counter-attack, then you need to have players 
who are fast enough to break at speed, and play¬ 
ers who are clinical enough to take their chances. 

Jonathan Leko has the potential to become an 
important cog in that machine. 

After his explosive home debut against West 
Ham, the 17-year-old had a hand in Salomon 


Rondon’s goal at Dean Court, drawing players 
towards him before finding Jonny Evans on the 
left wing. 

Regardless of one teenager’s promising emer¬ 
gence, there’s no ignoring the fact that Albion 
haven’t won any of their last eight games. 

They’ve scored just three goals in that run. 

That would normally drive a results-focused 
coach like Pulis insane, but we are at the tail end 
of the season and the Welshman is a bit more re¬ 
laxed. 

He was rightly stunned that Harry Arter 
wasn’t sent off for two bookable offences, and 
claims Albion have been unlucky to pick up just 


three points from the last eight games. But every¬ 
one’s attention is already slowly turning towards 
the next campaign, and the busy summer ahead. 

It was Bournemouth’s final home game of the 
season and the Cherries completed a lap of hon¬ 
our after the final whistle to celebrate their suc¬ 
cess. 

Eddie Howe’s side are still level on points with 
Albion - and both will be playing Premier League 
football next season - but one team has got there 
in style and the other has slogged their way to 
safety. Pulis must make wholesale improvements 
to this side next season, and not only in front of 
goal. 


Brummies 
dig in for 
draw finish 

SPEEDWAY 

BIRMINGHAM maintained their un¬ 
beaten start to the season with a hard 
fought 45-45 draw at home to Kent. 

It was a closely contested thriller 
at Perry Barr with no more than two 
points separating the sides throughout 
the meeting. 

Surestop Brummies boss Graham 
Drury had no complaints about the re¬ 
sult and was keen to focus on the pos¬ 
itives. 

“A draw was totally the fair result to¬ 
night, there’s no doubt about that what¬ 
soever,” Drury said. 

“Two evenly matched teams with 
some top quality riders and what a meet¬ 
ing they put on for the supporters on the 
terraces. That was an outstanding ad¬ 
vert for National League speedway and 
the tension throughout created a great 
atmosphere. 

“Credit to Kent for their superb ef¬ 
forts -1 think both teams fully deserve to 
continue their unbeaten runs after that. 

“The track caught us out a little bit 
tonight but all seven of our riders can 
learn a lot from that going to King’s 
Lynn next Wednesday.” 

Darryl Ritchings top scored for the 
Brummies with two crucial rides in the 
closing stages. A 5-1 victory in heat 14 
and a second place to split the Kent duo 
of Luke Bowen and Danny Ayres ulti¬ 
mately rescued the league point for the 
Brummies on another top night for the 
Wiltshire racer. 

Jack Parkinson-Blackburn bagged 
paid double figures for the seventh time 
in eight meetings to secure the Ductair 
Electrics Ltd Rider of the Night. 

Tom Perry and Zach Wajtknecht en¬ 
dured a night of up and down outings 
while Danyon Hume and Tom Bacon 
chipped in with important contributions 
in the middle order. 

Heathens preserve 
their unbeaten run 

Cradley 48 Isle Of Wight 42 

CRADLEY dug deep to preserve their 
long-standing unbeaten record at Mon- 
more Green in a nervy encounter with 
the Isle of Wight. The Heathens were 
without influential No.l Ashley Mor¬ 
ris plus injured duo Jack Kingston 
and Bradley Andrews as they looked 
to bounce back from a 51-39 defeat at 
Brandon against Coventry on Friday. 

But they bounced back on Monday 
night, maintaining their perfect home 
record in 2016. Cradley face a fortnight 
break before returning to action when 
they host local rivals Coventry at Mon- 
more Green on Monday, May 23 (7.30). 
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ATLAS 

IICARS & MINI BUSES 


TRACK 
YOUR TAXI 
LIVE 


Download Find Atlas Cars 

GET IT ON 

our FREE app Google play 


Minimum fare 
WAS 



NOW 


£ 2.50 


THE CHEAPEST TAXI FARES 
IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
ALL FARES CHARGED ON 
THE METER 
at private hire prices 



B5M 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


























